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Radley History in Brief
There is evidence of human occupation by Neolithic,
Bronze Age, Iron Age, Roman, and Saxon people of
the Radley area from 3000BC onwards, but the oldest part of the modern village (Lower Radley) dates
back to the 14th Century onwards.
The entire parish was owned by Abingdon Abbey
from its establishment in 675AD, and, following dissolution, passed to the Crown. The current Church
and Vicarage date from the 13th century, an earlier
Norman Church having burnt down in 1290.
Elizabeth I sold the manor to George Stonhouse in
1569. During the Civil War, the north aisle and transept of the Church, which had been fortified by the
Royalists, were destroyed in fighting and have never
been replaced.
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The current “mansion” of Radley College was built
in 1727 and, in 1733, Anne Stonhouse married Sir
William Bowyer. Radley College was founded in
1847 leasing the premises from the Bowyer family
until 1889 when it acquired the freehold following
the sale of the estate to the Dockar-Drysdales of
Wick Hall (which dates from the early 18th century).
The GWR line through Radley was built in 1844 with
the Abingdon branch line operating from 1865 to
1963.

Additional detailed data, including demographic information, can be found in a supplementary volume
to this Report, which is available online at: http://
www.radleyvillage.org.uk/ourvillage/parish_plan.html

The current village school dates from the 1870’s
while the Bowyer Arms was built in the mid 1850’s
and acquired by Morlands in 1889.
The number of farms in Radley has decreased from
13 in 1900 to two. Currently much of the farmland in
Lower Radley has been taken over for gravel works.
The bulk of the village development west of the railway has occurred since 1930 with a significant level
of development occurring since the last Village
Plan.

Wick Hall
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Introduction

The Parish

Community Led Plans are produced by and for communities. They are based on a detailed consultation, and involve the whole community. The Plans prompt local action and influence others such as local councils. This
document is the result of much research and extensive
consultation with the Radley community, local organisations and individuals, as well as statutory bodies and, of
course, draws heavily on the results of a Parish-wide
questionnaire.

Radley Parish is bounded by the River Thames to the
south and east and by Kennington to the north, with Abingdon to the west and south, and Sunningwell to the
north west The Parish is made up of a central core area
surrounded by a number of outlying areas which are
some distance from the centre. The core of the village
contains the shop, post office, public house, church, primary school and village hall. Housing in this area, both
private and council, is primarily post-war with some prewar development.

It is recognized that the needs of the community change
and develop over the years and therefore what follows
will be subject to review and amendment with the passage of time. The Radley Parish Plan Steering Committee sincerely hopes that the vision outlined in this plan
will be accepted by the various councils: Radley Parish
Council, the Vale of White Horse District Council and the
Oxfordshire County Council. The Vale of White Horse
and Oxfordshire County Councils have their own vision
for the wider area in their Local Plan 2011 and South
East Plan respectively, however, it is hoped that the
ideas presented here will be used to determine the development of the Parish for the foreseeable future.

Lower Radley, which is in the flood plain of the River
Thames and separated from the central area by the railway line, contains most of the older buildings of the village, a small private residential mobile home site, Radley
Fisheries, Radley College Boathouse and the Village
Green. Although there is some post-war housing most
buildings date from around the 17th century. Much of this
area is given over to arable farming. The soil structure of
the village is clay basically overlaid with gravel to the east
and sand to the west.
To the east, Pebble Hill and Sugworth Lane contain three
of the four mobile home sites within the Parish. Bigwood
is privately operated while Pebble Hill and Woodlands
Park are run entirely by the Vale Housing Association.
This area includes Sugworth Crescent, Kennington Road,
and the south side of Sandford Lane with its industrial
estate. It is bordered by Radley Large Wood consisting
of approximately 100 acres of woodland, and adjoins the
parishes of Kennington and Sunningwell.
To the west, Peachcroft Farm is a working farm specialising in free range Christmas poultry. It also produces
vegetables and fruit throughout the year, and has Pick
Your Own, farm and gift shops, a tea room and several
private craft workshops. In addition, it is registered as a
touring caravan site.
The former village of Thrupp consists of three dwellings.
It is now part of Radley, mainly accessed via Barton Lane
Science Park, but can also be approached via Thrupp
Lane and the footpath following the old Abingdon railway
spur line. Thrupp Lane leads to farmland, former gravel
pits and some industrial establishments. Included in this
area is the Radley Lakes Wetland Centre.

Church of St. James the Great

Wick Hall is privately owned with some outbuildings
rented residentially and includes Radley Nurseries (no
longer open to the public). Lodge Hill, to the extreme
west of the Parish and bordering Sunningwell, consists of
some Radley College property, some private houses and
a few businesses.
Radley College, a leading boys' public school with some
680 pupils, is a community within the Parish with much of
its own facilities and staff housing. Some of the College
facilities, such as the Leisure Centre, are open to the
public under a membership scheme.
The Parish contains a number of listed buildings, mostly
in Lower Radley, and has a number of trees subject to

The Vicarage
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preservation orders. The Radley Oak, in the grounds of
Radley College, does not have a Tree Preservation Order. Radley is also very rich in archaeological sites, the
best known of which being the linear Bronze Age barrow
at Barrow Hills. Recent excavations off Audlett Drive include a Neolithic long barrow, a Bronze Age barrow, a
Roman cemetery, and a Saxon village.
The current civil boundaries were set in 1987 when the
Peachcroft Farm housing development was transferred
into Abingdon along with the building of the peripheral
road around Abingdon. The ecclesiastical boundary remains unchanged to this day. The detailed population
profile of Radley as of 2007 is set out in Appendix 1 of
the Supplementary Volume to this Report which is available only online: http://www.radleyvillage.org.uk/
ourvillage/parish_plan.html The results of the 2011 Census are not yet available.

Household Information
The questionnaire paints a picture of a village with a relatively mature population. Of those returning the questionnaire, over 70% were 45 years or older, and almost half
were over 60. In comparison to the South East of England in general, Radley has a higher level of teenagers
and people over 45 but lower numbers in the 20 to 45
age group. By comparing these figures with data from
2007 , it is apparent that the return rate of the questionnaire from those over 60 was significantly higher than
that for those in the 30-60 age range. This could give a
slight bias towards the views of older people in the results
of the survey. There was a high return rate of households
containing 20 to 29 year olds, but these may be children
still living at home who may not have been the people
filling in the questionnaire.
It is also clear from the returns that the average citizen of
Radley has lived in the village for a considerable length of
time. Almost 70% of residents have lived in the village for
more than 10 years with close to half having been here
more than 20 years. Very few people have lived here for
less than one year. Amongst other factors, this may be
partly due to little development having taken place in the
recent past. A more detailed picture of Radley’s population is covered in Appendix 1.

Parish Plan Survey and Discussion
In addition to the consultations with the various groups in
the Parish, the data behind this report were collected via
a questionnaire delivered to and collected from all the
households in the Parish. A total of 964 questionnaires
were sent out and via hand collection or returns to the
village shop, 503 were returned, giving a return rate of
52%. This is about the return rate that was expected by
the Steering Committee and more than sufficient for the
views expressed in the survey to be representative of the
village as a whole. There was some variation in return
rates for the various areas within the village, but all areas
returned enough for valid conclusions to be drawn from
the opinions expressed. Anecdotal evidence from the
collectors suggests that return rates from the mobile
home sites adjacent to Kennington and other areas on
the periphery of the Parish were particularly low. Comments made on the surveys returned were clear that
those people living on the boundaries of the Parish felt
that Radley Village was largely irrelevant to them and
they looked more to Kennington, Sunningwell, and Abingdon for their needs. While, in some respects, this is understandable, the lack of identification with Radley by
people living on the periphery is an important issue to be
addressed. On a more positive note, a number of comments were made that Radley was a friendly, quiet,
pleasant place to live and the hope was expressed that it
would stay that way.

The Village Hall and Playing Field

Leisure Facilities
Comments made on this section were many and varied.
The existing Play Area for younger children was regarded
favourably in terms of both facilities and location. While
two thirds considered the play area provision adequate
for 2 to 12 year olds, almost 60% were of the opinion that
there is a need for an adventure playground for older children. Although there was general agreement that a play
area for older children would be a good idea, there was
no consensus over where it should be located. Suggestions centred on the Village Hall area, locations around
the Station, and close to the existing BMX/Skateboard
track. Opinion on the possible provision of a youth shelter was, however, almost equally divided between those
for, and those against. Moreover, there was also ambivalence over the siting of any proposed youth shelter with
views expressed that any site chosen would be objected
to by those living near it. Any consideration of facilities
for teenagers in Radley needs to take account of the relatively high numbers that live in the village.

The Radley Oak
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Village Amenities
Radley is a thriving village in terms of local amenities.
The Parish enjoys a popular community-owned shop,
which also serves as a newsagent. There is also a post
office as well as a farm shop. In addition, there are shops
at neighbouring Peachcroft Estate as well as in Abingdon
and Kennington. Dispensing chemists, dentists and doctors are in Kennington and Abingdon. The Bowyer Arms,
Radley’s Public House, serves meals, caters for functions, and is the main social gathering point in the village.
The Village Hall, built in 1977, is used by many of the
Parish organizations either for regular meetings or occasional events. It consists of the main hall, with adjoining
kitchen (which has recently been refurbished), committee
room/lounge, entrance hall, toilets and stores. The Hall is
in constant demand for private functions. Adjoining the
Village Hall is the Playing Field which is the village recreational ground. It is used for football and other games,
and also for the annual Village Fete and Flower Show.
There is a pavilion, built in 1999, which may also be used
for community activities. As noted earlier, a further area
adjoining the Village Hall has been laid out as a children's
playground catering for the younger age groups. The
Playing Field is used for football almost exclusively by
Radley Youth Football Club (most of whose members are
from Abingdon) who also rent the adjacent pitch from a
private landlord. A further football pitch is situated at Barrow Hill Park. All of these football pitches have a low utilisation.

The Bowyer Arms
As noted above, Radley College has many sporting facilities, some of which are available for public use, notably
the swimming pool and the Sports Centre, squash and
Real Tennis courts. Radley Cricket Club plays its home
matches at the College during the College’s summer
break. The College also has a nine-hole golf course,
membership of which is available to the public.

Clubs and Societies
From the survey results, Radley is a village blessed with
a large number of active clubs and societies. The largest
are the Retirement Group, History Club, and Women’s
Fellowship, but others cover a range of activities aimed at
groups of all ages. It is probable that the relatively wide
choice of venues available to clubs and societies helps to
promote the existence of these groups in the village.
Sports clubs are less well patronised with the number of
Radley based residents being much lower than the total
membership of these clubs. The survey did not capture
the use of such facilities as the Audlett Drive Leisure
Centre and the sports facilities at Radley College which
are used by Radley residents. Having said this, 64% of
respondents made no entries under this heading.

The only religious establishment within the Parish is the
Church of England Parish Church of St. James the Great.
The church is a joint benefice with Sunningwell and Kennington. There are other places of worship accessible to
people in the Parish outside of Radley. These include
churches and chapels in Kennington and Abingdon as
well as Oxford where there are also mosques and a
synagogue.
The Church Room, constructed in the early 1980s, is also
available for community use. It is situated next to the
Church and consists of a furnished meeting room with an
adjoining kitchen. The building also has an entrance
lobby, toilets and an ante-room/office. Radley has three
cemeteries, the Church Yard, the Lower Cemetery on the
opposite side of Church Road and the most recent cemetery on Parish Council land next to the Primary School.
All three are looked after by the Radley Parochial Church
Council.
There are eight allotments on a small area of land in
Spinneys Close which was leased from the Vale of White
Horse D.C. in May 1978 and subsequently purchased by
the Parish Council in February 1995. There are also private allotments in Lower Radley. Both allotment sites
have waiting lists and the Parish Council is currently exploring ways of increasing the number of allotments available.
The Survey responses regarding the Village amenities
were very positive as might be expected. The Village
Shop and the Post Office are particularly well used with
over 70% saying that they use them at least once a
month. The Church has a strong congregation and the
Village Hall is used by more than a quarter of families at
least once a month. The Play Area and Playing Field are

The Church Room
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less well used but are still important assets to the village
and important to those who do use them. The underutilisation of the Playing Field could be addressed by
work to improve the drainage, making it then suitable for
men’s football.

Environmental Considerations and Conservation
The Parish Council has always been unanimous in its
desire to ensure that the physical identity of the community should be secured for all time by the maintenance of
an area of open fields between Radley and Kennington
on the one hand and Radley and Abingdon on the other.
If this is not done, the village could ultimately be integrated in one huge sprawl stretching from Kidlington in
the north to Abingdon in the south (the so-called A34 corridor). The latest South East Plan supports the retention
of the current Green Belt boundaries. The community
should be aware that these boundaries come up for periodic review.

Almost 80% of respondents considered that the existing
Village Hall met the needs of their households. Should
improvement be necessary, renovation on the existing
site was the clear preferred option over a complete rebuild (two thirds in favour of renovation with less than half
preferring rebuild – clearly from the numbers it is apparent that a number of respondents answered “yes” to both
questions).
The proposal of a new Village Hall and Playing Fields
complex on a site close to the Church was not a popular
option with over 60% considering the site unsuitable and
almost 70% being against development of the existing
Playing Field/Village Hall site (a necessary pre-condition
for provision of facilities on the proposed site). This rejection is bolstered by the overwhelming support for protection of the Green Belt, and the large majority view that
Radley should not be the location of any further housing
development expressed elsewhere in the survey. The
survey results were reinforced by additional comments
made. All but two of the comments made were against
moving the location of the Village Hall but some dissatisfaction with the facilities of the current Hall was recorded.

Lower Radley is the most picturesque and unspoiled part
of the village containing a number of historic, thatched
and, in some cases, listed buildings and virtually no new
development. The Parish Council, supported by the District Council, has a long standing policy that new housing
in Lower Radley should be permitted only on a replacement basis. The Parish Council is continuing to seek the
approval of the District Council to the declaration of
Lower Radley as a Conservation Area. In addition, the
Parish Council is aware that there are many fine trees in
the village which are not subject to preservation orders
and keeps this under review with the appropriate local
authority.
The Parish Council follows a policy of safeguarding the
rights of local people to walk unhindered the 13 public
footpaths within the Parish. It reiterates this policy of
opposing any proposal to divert or extinguish these ancient rights of way and ensuring that they are passable at
all times. The Towpath now forms part of the Long Distance Thames Footpath.

Village Appearance
Potholes were the largest perceived problem with almost
90% considering them to be an issue (albeit not one that
is unique to Radley). Specific comments identified Lower
Radley, Thrupp Lane, and Sugworth Lane as particular
problem areas. Two thirds were of the opinion that pavements were a problem with comments that they were, in
places, too narrow and uneven, making use by those with
small children and the disabled dangerous. There were
comments that encroachment by garden foliage and the
impact of tree roots were problems. Foxborough Road
and Church Road were seen as the main problem areas.
The lack of a footpath the whole length of Whites Lane
round to Radley College was commented on. As were
lack of pavements in Lower Radley and on Sugworth
Lane.

In 1982 the Central Electricity Generating Board obtained
approval to dispose of pulverized fuel ash from Didcot
Power Station in the gravel pits and ultimately to restore
the land for agricultural use. A Liaison Committee with
the CEGB (now RWE Npower) was established to deal
with problems during the operations and subsequent use
of the area. The Parish Council had always asked that
one of the lakes be retained for leisure activities. In
2008, after strong public representation and protracted
negotiations, RWE Npower agreed to retain Thrupp Lake
and entered into a management agreement with the
Northmoor Trust (now the Earth Trust) to develop the
site. The result is the Radley Lakes Wetland Centre
which is managed by the Earth Trust on lease from RWE
Npower. This is an exciting initiative and one of enormous benefit to the community, although planning objections from Oxfordshire County Council to the consequent
vehicle traffic in Thrupp Lane have yet to be resolved.

Street lighting was, on balance, reported as about right
with 90% thinking there was not too much and 72% saying there was not too little. On the specific issue of the
need for street lighting on the footpath between Whites
Lane and Twelve Acre Drive there was a large majority
concluding this to be beneficial although some commented that this might blur the separation of Radley and
Abingdon. Comments also highlighted the Thrupp Lane/
Drysdale Close Junction and the Radley to Kennington
road (particularly the Sugworth Lane/Oxford Road junction) as areas where street lighting would be beneficial.
Litter was considered a problem by only a quarter of residents. There were a number of comments that fouling of
pavements by dogs was a problem in St. James Road
and adjoining areas.
Significantly and disappointingly, less than a quarter said
they would be willing to join a group helping to improve
the appearance of the village.

From the Survey results it is clear that Radley residents
take environmental issues seriously. The overwhelming
majority of respondents indicated that their houses had
loft insulation and double glazing, and that they used energy-efficient light bulbs. Two thirds said they had cavity
wall insulation. These are impressive statistics for a village with a fair proportion of older housing stock. This
seems to demonstrate that the various campaigns to
raise awareness of these issues have worked.
5

Bus and Train services generated far more comment
than anything else in the questionnaire; the most common comments being:
•
Difficulties of using bus and train services by
the disabled and those with pushchairs.
•
Lack of wheelchair access to the south platform at the station
•
Unreliability of the timetable for the 35 bus service
•
Bus service is uncomfortable due to potholes,
Kennington speed humps, and hard suspension.
•
Lack of through bus service to Didcot.
•
Lack of later trains and buses, especially at the
weekend.

Over 80% said that they would like facilities for recycling
clothes, batteries, water filters, etc in the village. How
likely it is that this will be achieved when some of these
facilities are available at Peachcroft and possible sites in
the village are limited remains to be seen.
Over 90% considered preservation of the Green Belt important to them. Elsewhere in the survey, there was very
high support expressed for no further development in the
village. Furthermore the vast majority voiced their opposition to the proposed scheme to develop the current
Playing Field site and to relocate the Village Hall to
Green Belt land near the Church.

Two thirds of people thought that there was sufficient provision for cyclists in Radley while 80% use the various
countryside footpaths (a majority of whom said that they
were adequately maintained and signposted). A significant minority thought heavy goods vehicles a problem.
Many comments identified Thrupp Lane as being the major area of concern in this respect. Sugworth Lane also
caused comment. Thrupp Lane was particularly cited as
dangerous for cyclists and pedestrians.

Transport
External access to Radley is good via the A34 and the by
-pass systems around Abingdon and Oxford City. The
central area of the village is on the main bus route to Abingdon and Oxford with a frequent service albeit one
whose reliability is dependent on traffic conditions in both
Oxford and Abingdon. It must be acknowledged that the
residents on the Parish periphery are less well served by
bus services. There is also a regular train service from
Radley Station to Oxford, Didcot, Reading and Paddington, with connections via Oxford to the Midlands and the
north and via Didcot to the west and south. Following the
2008 refurbishment of Radley Station by First Great
Western and Network Rail (including resurfacing and extending the car park), the Parish Council set up The
Friends of Radley Station. This group liaises regularly
with First Great Western and, in addition, helps to maintain the appearance of the station. Car parking at the
station is increasingly a problem which the proposed revisions of Oxford and Didcot Stations are likely to exacerbate. Notwithstanding the various recent improvements
to the station, there is no access for disabled people to
and from the southbound platform at present. If disabled
and less mobile travellers are not to be disadvantaged, it
would appear that some easy means of access to this
side of the station is desirable. One possibility would be
to incorporate a ramp into the existing footbridge.
Internal access within Radley consists mainly of narrow
country roads and lanes with some inadequate pavements. Access within the post-war development is better.

Excessive speeding was considered a problem by close
to two thirds of respondents with a significant majority
advocating speed reduction measures as a solution.
Comments especially highlighted speeding as a problem
at the junction of Sugworth Lane and Oxford Road, as
well as the stretch between there and Kennington. Sugworth Lane, Whites Lane, Foxborough Road, and Lower
Radley were also all mentioned by a number of people as
speeding problem areas. The main issue does not appear to be lack of speed limits, but the enforcement of the
existing speed limits. With regard to traffic safety, it
should be noted that there have been two recent pedestrian fatalities and a number of accidents involving cyclists in the Parish.
On a more positive note, parking is not considered as a
serious issue although, clearly, problems do exist at the
station and outside the Post Office. The siting of the bus
stop outside the Post Office would not appear to be helpful in this regard.

The Survey results indicate that, unsurprisingly, the car
remains a favoured mode of transport. Although there
were large majorities considering both bus and train services met their needs the car was cited as the main
mode of transport for work, the school run, shopping, and
leisure with convenience being cited as the main reason
for preferring the car to other modes of transport. It is interesting to note that possession of concessionary bus
passes influenced the choice of the respondents who
favoured buses; well over half of responding households
contained at least one member with a concessionary
pass, Approximately half of the respondents cited the car
as their main method for getting to work and shopping.
This means almost half use other methods. Leisure
travel appears to be more diverse with only 36% choosing the car for leisure with walking and bus being preferred by 20% each, and 12% preferring to cycle or catch
a train.

Radley Station
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Communications
Radley News (which is obviously well circulated) and
word-of-mouth appear to be the main means of finding
out what is going on in the village. Significantly, some
70% of respondents say they read Radley News. The
Church Handbook and the various Notice Boards are
also considered important sources of information.
Three quarters of residents have access to the internet
but are almost equally divided between those who are
satisfied with the speed and those who are not. From the
responses, clearly the internet is used by a significant
number of people in Radley for all possible areas of use.
Family contact and shopping were cited as the most
popular uses, with social networking and education having the lowest (but still significant) number of users.
Broadband speeds were commented on unfavourably in
comparison with those available in Abingdon.
Two thirds of people considered their mobile phone signal satisfactory while the other third did not. Comments
seemed to imply the Orange network had a particularly
poor signal.

Foxborough Road

Housing
The Oxfordshire South East Plan states that provision
has to be made for about 37,300 additional dwellings
(net) between 1 April 2001 and 31 March 2016. Of this,
7,150 dwellings have been allocated to the Vale of White
Horse (4,500 in Didcot, 2,100 in Grove). The Plan states
that most development should take place in larger settlements where a reasonable range of employment, services and community facilities exist, are planned or can
be provided at reasonable cost. Since the 1984 Parish
Plan, developments that have taken place in Radley are:
Badgers Copse, Gooseacre, Turner’s Close, Norfolk
Close, Drysdale Close, Bowyer Close, Catherine Court,
together with small infills in Foxborough Road. As noted
earlier, in addition to the permanent housing, there are
four established sites for mobile homes at Woodlands,
Pebble Hill, Bigwood and Lower Radley containing approximately 300 dwellings. The first three of these are
screened by the surrounding woodland and all appear to
be well managed and properly maintained.

Radley Primary School

From the Survey data, over 60% thought Radley should
stay the same size with the rest of respondents conceding that some infill and minor development could be accepted. Almost no one considered major development
appropriate. These responses can be viewed in the context of the overwhelming support for no dilution of protection for the Green Belt. There is some level of conflict in
the responses here with around half reporting some need
for additional housing of some kind, but only 1% believing
that anything other than very minor development is appropriate. Reconciling these views presents something of
a challenge. To summarise, the community visualizes
that future residential development shall be confined
within the existing built-up area where there are no major
new sites available. Thus none of the land to be released
for housing under the South East Plan should fall within
the Parish of Radley, although minor infilling within the
built-up area could be permitted.

Education
Radley Primary School is a small, friendly school with a
capacity of around 90 children from years 1 to 6, and
around 35 children in the Foundation Stage Unit which
opened in January 2009. The school enjoys a quiet and
safe location overlooking open land. Currently it is fully
subscribed in all but one year group. The most recent
Ofsted findings (October 2009) indicate that the school
provides a good education, and is improving rapidly. Of
those expressing an opinion in the Survey, the vast majority considered the Radley Village School & Foundation
Unit to be about the right size. However, most people
had no opinion on the subject (presumably because they
do not have children attending the school).
There was clear support for adult education programmes
based in Radley although only a small minority are currently involved in adult education. Comments identified a
vast range of subjects on which they would wish to see
courses offered but it seems unlikely that sufficient numbers would be available to make most of these subject
courses financially viable. There did, however, seem to
be a consensus in the comments made that implied that
basic computer courses, fitness programmes, and arts/
crafts courses would be popular.

Only a small minority of responses reported that a member of their household had left the village in the last five
years because of the lack of affordable housing. Almost
half were of the opinion that no members of their household had a requirement for additional housing. Of those
who said they did have an additional housing requirement, this was split fairly evenly between the various
housing types (only executive homes recording a low perceived requirement).
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Library Service

Employment

Library services are provided by Oxfordshire County
Council through a network of branch and mobile libraries.
Currently Library provision in the County (as well as in
many other Local Authorities in the UK) is under review
as a response to funding cuts.

Employment within the village is varied and includes independent tradespeople, home-workers, vehicle repairs
and farming. There are a great many commuters and
retired people in the Parish but a majority of the working
population of Radley is employed outside the village.
This is understandable bearing in mind the rural nature of
the area and the proximity of such major centres of employment as Oxford, Abingdon, Milton Park and the Research Centres at Harwell and Culham. The existence
of Radley College, with its demand for labour, provides a
welcome opportunity for truly local employment.

From the Survey data, it would appear that Radley residents seem to be enthusiastic readers with over half of
the respondents saying that they used Library services
available in Abingdon, Kennington, or elsewhere. A small
number of respondents said they used the mobile library
service. It is likely that to those who do use it, the Mobile
Library Service is an important service. It is also probable, from anecdotal evidence, that more people would
make use of the Mobile Library Service if its existence
and schedule were better publicised.

Gravel extraction and its associated activities, once prolific, have considerably reduced over recent years. However, even at this reduced level, it poses problems in the
generation of heavy traffic, noise and dirt, the visual intrusion into the rural landscape and the loss of agricultural
land. The Parish Council opposes any spread of gravel
workings away from the present pit. It strongly believes
that extraction should not be permitted north of the village
or south and east of the River Thames or on land around
Gooseacre, Home Farm and Wick Hall despite the recent
consultations being undertaken by the Oxfordshire
County Council. It also supports the opposition to any
increase in the processing plant at Radley and its attempts to improve access for haulage traffic for existing
and future workings. Now that the present Tuckwell pit
in Lower Radley is worked out, the Parish Council is of
the opinion that future access to the gravel workings
should be via the Abingdon peripheral road and the
weight restriction on certain roads be extended. In addition it wishes to secure conditions attached to future planning consents which require processing plant and associated garages and stores to be removed when extraction
is completed in each new area.

Radley Village Shop

The remaining industry in Radley consists of agriculture
and light engineering. Although the land is mainly Grade
2, there would be opposition to the further removal of
land from agricultural use. It is the Parish Council’s view
that no new light engineering work should be established
and those existing should not be expanded in view of the
generation of extra noise and of traffic on the inadequate
local road system. However, the establishment of a limited number of “home-working” industries would be welcomed.

Involvement in the Community
Survey responses showed that the numerous events held
in the village are popular with residents with large numbers confirming attendance. The Village Fete, Flower
Show, and Christmas Bazaar were the most popular, but
significant numbers said they had attended the other
events listed in the questionnaire.

According to the Survey, almost half of people in Radley
are employed full or part time, with a third being retired.
The number unemployed is very low. Very few people
said they worked in the Parish. The number of people
working from home is low and those that do so expressed
little interest in meeting other people who work from
home. Nor were they interested in increasing homeworking were the technology available to enable it.

Responses to the question about the involvement of Radley College in the village were divided almost equally between those who considered it had about the right level of
involvement and those who didn’t know. Those who considered it had too much or too little involvement were a
very small minority.
The annual Garden Competition provides a good example of the kind of unifying event needed to encourage
those living on the periphery of the Parish to identify with
Radley. For instance, in 2011 a number of winners in the
various categories came from the mobile home parks.
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Social, Health, and Welfare
The great majority of people find it easy to travel to the
GP, dentist, Oxford hospitals, and the pharmacy. Most
people did not know whether the support level for the elderly, young children, or the disabled was sufficient or expressed any interest in using childminders, a nursery, or
breakfast and after school clubs.

Public Protection and Community Safety
Nearly 90% did not know who the Parish PCSO is, with
almost 80% not knowing how to contact him/her. Very
few people had contacted the PCSO in the last 5 years.
Only a small minority had sought crime prevention advice
from either the police or any other agency in the recent
past, but 60% thought there were too few police patrols in
the village. A large number of comments were made on
the lack of police/PCSO visibility in the village. While a
significant majority of people said that they would like to
live in a Neighbourhood Watch Area, most confessed that
they did not have a clear view of how effective such areas were in combating crime. Radley is considered to be
a safe place by the great majority of the population, even
after dark, and fewer than 10% said they had been a victim of crime in the village in the last five years.

Lower Farm

Peacock Cottage

Radley Seasons
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LIST OF PROPOSED ACTIONS
The main purpose of this planning process was to find out, through consultations with interested parties and from the
results of the questionnaire, what the residents of Radley wish to see happening to the Parish in the short to medium
term future. It is appropriate, therefore, to list those actions for which there seems to be a consensus and, going forward,
seek to implement as many of them as possible. Some of these actions are relatively easy to implement, for example
through the Parish Council, while others (due to either cost or legal complexity) will prove more difficult. Most of these
latter actions rely on either Oxfordshire County Council or the Vale of White Horse District Council for action, and here
Radley will be only one of a number of areas competing for limited resources. From the consultations, questionnaire, and
the many individual comments received, the following actions are those that seemed to carry the most support:

•

Resist strongly any further significant development within the Parish to preserve both the separation of Radley
from its neighbours and the Green Belt.

•

Address the potholes problem present throughout the Parish.

•

Install low level lighting on the footpath between Whites Lane to Audlett Drive

•

Meet with the Bus company to make them aware of the many comments made within the questionnaire with a
view to improving services.

•

Meet with the Train company to make them aware of the many comments made within the questionnaire with a
view to improving services and including access to the southbound station platform for the disabled.

•

Change access to the businesses at the end of Thrupp Lane by moving the access to Audlett Drive or Barton
Lane.

•

Seek to impose and enforce more stringent Weight Limits to reduce heavy goods traffic on Thrupp Lane

•

Seek to impose and enforce more stringent Weight Limits to reduce heavy goods traffic on Sugworth Lane.

•

Act to enforce speed limits throughout the parish (Thames Valley Police)

•

Raise awareness in the Parish of the existence of, and schedule of stops for the Mobile Library Service.

•

Meet with Police to discuss comments made in the questionnaire with a view to increasing visible Police presence
in the Parish.

•

Improve the state of the pavements in the Parish, particularly in Foxborough Road, to include levelling and prevention of encroachment by vegetation.

•

Examine the possibility of further bins for dog waste as well as provision for local specialist recycling facilities.

•

Continue with the refurbishment of the existing Village Hall.

•

Create an Adventure Playground for older children

•

Formulate a strategy to reduce the perceived isolation of, and lack of identification with Radley felt by those residents living in the peripheral areas of the Parish.

•

Raise awareness in the Parish of the existence of the Youth Club

•

Improve the communications within the Parish of the various activities taking place and issues to be debated.

•

Examine the possibilities for running adult education classes, particularly in those subjects that are likely to
achieve the numbers required to be viable.
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Detailed Questionnaire
The following pages contain the full list of questions from the questionnaire with the responses received

Household Information

Leisure Facilities

How many people over 10 in your
Household

Do you think the Play Area is adequate for 3-12 year olds

Number

Male

Female

Yes

No

1

291

335

234

104

2

81

64

3

14

15

4

8

3

5

2

1

How many people under 10 in your
Household

Number

Male

Female

1

27

36

2

6

14

3

6

0

4

1

0

>4

1

0

How old are members of your
Household
Age

Number

10-16

46

17-29

72

30-44

95

45-59

154

60-74

199

75+

111

Clubs & Societies

To which Clubs/Societies does your
Household belong
Club

Do you think there is a need for an
adventure playground for older
children

Members

Brownies

12

Cricket Club

5

Friday Club

12

Guides

8

Yes

No

History Club

30

211

159

Quilters

5

Retirement Group

50

Women’s Fellowship

33

Women’s Institute

15

Youth Club

15

Youth Football Club

12

Should the Parish have a Youth
Shelter
Yes

No

217

192

Village Amenities
How often do you use the following
Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Less

Never

Post Office

21

180

186

106

34

Public House

15

97

97

187

97

Church

15

54

33

147

224

Village Hall

11

44

69

187

166

Play Area

12

38

39

75

289

Playing Field

11

34

31

88

289

Village Shop

114

187

75

83

43

Village Hall and Recreation Area

How long have you lived in Radley
Yes

No

Does existing Village Hall meet your needs

309

80

Should it be renovated on existing site

256

133

68

Should it be rebuilt on existing site

170

206

6-10

70

Is site close to Church suitable for new Village Hall

152

254

11-20

113

290

218

Should existing playing field be taken out of green
belt to allow a new Village Hall close to Church

134

>20

Is preserving the green belt important to you

445

28

Years

Number

<1

18

1-5

11

Environment
Does your household have:

Would you use a recycling point in the Village for
clothes/batteries/water filters etc

Yes

No

Loft Insulation

420

43

Yes

No

Double Glazing

432

31

388

84

Cavity Wall Insulation

302

151

Solar Panels

16

402

Ground Source Heat Pump

7

410

Photo-Voltaic Panels

1

414

Energy Saving Bulbs

438

33

Village Appearance
Would you be willing to help improve the Village
appearance

Is there a significant problem in Radley with

Yes

No

97

324

Is lighting required on footpath from Whites Lane to
Twelve Acre Drive

Yes

No

Litter

100

302

Yes

No

Potholes

408

52

287

117

Pavements

279

143

Too much street lighting

31

340

Too little street lighting

105

273

Transport
What are your main modes of transport
Walk Cycle

Bus

Train

Car

Mbike

Work

41

67

46

49

232

14

School

41

27

27

2

57

1

Shopping

89

43

225

54

410

6

Leisure

193

118

204

116

355

12
Memorial Arch — Radley College

What are your views on the following
Yes

No

Does Bus service meet your needs

424

33

Have concessionary bus pass

279

196

Does rail service meet your needs

356

50

Sufficient provision for cycling

274

Use countryside footpaths in Radley

If you use bus or train services less than once a month,
what are the reasons?
Bus

Train

Wrong time

12

27

Wrong destinations

27

29

128

Lack of information

9

9

372

88

Fares too expensive

46

93

Are footpaths maintained/signposted

290

77

Car more convenient

186

192

Heavy goods vehicles a problem

166

274

Insufficient car parking

n/a

13

Speeding vehicles a problem

293

169
26

268

192

Difficulty of Access

17

Introduce speed reduction measures
Car parking a problem

118

319

Other

59

90
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Should Radley

Housing
Do any members of your family need the following types
of housing in Radley

Yes

No

Stay the same size

320

45

Expand a little

193

140

5

236

Expand a lot
Executive Homes

8

Family Homes

33

Starter Homes

45

Flats

27

Affordable Homes

43

Mobile Homes

16

Sheltered Housing

30

No additional housing needed

198

Has any member of your household left the Parish in the
last five years through lack of affordable housing
Yes

No

37

394

Should a detailed Housing Needs Survey be carried out
by the Oxfordshire Rural Community Council
Yes

No

140

270

5

Other

Communications
How do you find out what is going on in the Parish

Yes

No

Do you have Internet access

360

103

Are you happy with the speed

196

179

Mobile signal adequate at home

286

159

Radley News

350

Local Information Handbook

126

Radley Village Website

95

Notice Boards

197

Family Contact

246

Primary School

28

Business

178

Web Site

38

Education

130

Word of Mouth

323

Shopping

244

Other

17

Entertainment

171

Social Networking

128

Hobbies

192

What is your main Internet usage

Education
Is the Radley Village School and Foundation Unit

Library Service
Too small

13

Too big

1

About right

120

No opinion

286

Yes

No

Should adult education courses
be available in Radley

236

142

Are you in adult education

49

399
13

Yes

No

Do you use the Mobile Library

29

436

Do you use other Library
Services

236

233

Involvement with the Community

Employment

Have you attended any of the following
What is you employment status

Good Friday Walk

95

Christian Aid plant sale

127

Village Fete

320

Flower Show

Full time

238

Part time

117

196

Retired

248

Christmas Bazaar

200

Unemployed

19

School Fete or event

126

Homemaker

49

Annual Parish meeting

42

Full time education

53

Parish Council meetings

50

Yes

No

Sometimes

Do you work in the Parish

67

392

n/a

Do you work from home

36

289

139

Interested in meeting others who
work from home in Radley

14

287

n/a

Yes

No

Don’t
Know

56

270

72

Radley College involvement in the community

Too little

57

About right

203
9

Too much

202

Don’t know

Would you work from home if
technology made it possible

Social, Health and Welfare
Is it easy to travel to
Yes

No

GP

444

23

Dentist

411

42

Oxford Hospitals

379

83

Pharmacy

443

18

Is there enough support in Radley for
Yes

No

Don’t
Know

The elderly

79

43

343

Families with young
children

56

19

355

Disabled people

24

39

378

Yes

No

Don’t
Know

Childminders

26

345

41

Nursery

32

343

50

Breakfast Club

33

336

48

After School Club

42

323

27

Radley Post Office

Would you use the following

Visit to Lower Farm
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Public Protection and Community Safety
The Police
Yes

No

Do you know who the Police Community Support Officer is

58

408

Do you know how to contact the
PCSO

105

377

Have you ever contacted the
PCSO

36

429

Have you sought crime prevention
advice from the Police

46

420

Have you sought crime prevention
advice from another agency

21

393
Gooseacre Farm

Are the current Police patrols in Radley
Too little

About right

Too much

236

145

9
How effective are Neighbourhood Watch areas in
combating crime

Neighbourhood Watch and Perception of crime
Yes

No

Would you like to live in a Neighbourhood Watch area

258

140

Is Radley safe in the day

425

16

Is Radley safe at night

357

40

Have you been a crime victim in the
last 5 years

38

424

Radley Lakes
15

Very effective

27

Somewhat effective

112

Not very effective

42

Not at all effective

13

Don’t know

278

RADLEY PARISH PLAN REPORT:
SUPPLEMENTARY VOLUME
***Additional detailed data, including demographic information, can be found in a supplementary
volume to this Report, which is available online at: http://www.radleyvillage.org.uk/ourvillage/
parish_plan.html

The Vicarage

Radley College Cricket Pavilion

The Mansion

Minchins Farm
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