
Radley Parish Council 

 

OPEN MEETING HELD ON 9
TH

 OCTOBER 2013 

IN RADLEY VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30PM 

 

The meeting was attended by over 90 members of the public and included residents and commuters.  

 

On the panel:   

Councillor Rodney Rose – Deputy Leader of the County council 

Sarah McManus – Principal Property Project Manager, First Great Western 

David Tole - Principal Engineer, Traffic & Safety Improvements, OCC 

Chris Hulme – Thames Valley Police 

  

Parish Council chairman Mrs Jenny Standen introduced the meeting, explained the reasons that 

the meeting had been called. She made clear that the Parish Council was not aware that parking 

charges were to be introduced until the car park was almost complete.  As soon as the Council was 

aware, they and the Friends of Radley Station had immediately written to FGW and to OCC 

predicting the precisely the problems which have ensued, but their concerns had been rejected and 

they were asked to allow for the changes to “bed in”.   

Mrs Standen later highlighted the lack of consultation with either the Parish Council or the 

community on parking charges or regarding parking enforcement at an early stage. 

 

She introduced Parish Councillor Lynda Pasquire, who read out a letter received in response to a 

complaint to the Department of Transport which states: 

“FGW made a bid for funding for the improvement of car parking at Radley Station as part of the 

Network Rail funded Station Commercial Project Facility (SCPF).  This was a competition to award 

funding to create a financial return to the rail industry and create improvements at stations for 

passengers.  In their bid, FGW proposed the improvements to car parking and the introduction of 

parking charges at Radley Station. 

 

The Panel (NR, the Association of Train Operating Companies and DfT) in assessing the bid were 

concerned about the effect that charging at the station might have in relocating passenger parking to 

the adjacent roads. The Panel raised this issue with FGW who responded that they would work with 

the Local Authority to mitigate any issues with people parking on the street through yellow lining, 

for example. 

 

The Panel accepted FGW’s bid to improve car parking at Radley Station and did not impose 

conditions.” 

 

Ms Pasquire said that this stated categorically that it had been FGW not the DfT who required 

parking charges and she called for the charges to be removed.  

 

Sarah McManus repeatedly stated that the DfT required the project to be commercial.  It was part of 

bid that charges would be implemented and it was FGW’s view that their bid would not have been 

successful without that assurance.  

 

She confirmed that the expectation whenever charges are introduced is that occupancy will increase 

over time.  

 

Cllr Rose referred to other places where charges are levied and where parking restrictions have been 

put in at the same time and the car park is well used.   

 

Issues raised by members of the public:  

 Parked cars block dropped kerbs.   2 days of holiday were lost when a caravan was blocked in 

a drive.  
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 Commuters were choosing not to park in the car park but to use village streets where parking 

is free. 

 If the introduction of parking charges was part of a business case to increase revenue from 

rail travel, the car park was only one third full so the business case had clearly failed.   

 Commercial rate for parking in Radley is zero. 

 Speed of traffic in Foxborough Road 7am 

 Cars obstructing Church Road and on the station approach will lead to accidents.  

 Pedestrian visibility crossing Church Road. 

 Cars parked in St James Terrace obstruct the turning from Foxborough Road.  Incidences 

were cited of near accidents when cars turning in to St James being confronted with cars 

coming the other way. 

 Parking in side roads. 

 FGW were asked to publish their business case and asked why details of the bid were not in 

the public domain. 

 Whether the Parish Council should enlist the support of the local MP. 

 The provision of more cycle spaces might mitigate the excess of cars. 

 There is no concession for waiting time.  Is it necessary to pay to park briefly, for example to 

help someone to the opposite platform?  

 What level of use of the car was expected and over what time the use was expected to build 

up. 

 Using parking enforcement including double yellow lines to force cars into the car park was 

an unacceptable and draconian measure.  

 

Members of the public asked repeatedly why it is not possible for FGW to remove car park charges. 

 

Chris Hulme explained that the legal definition of obstruction was that traffic could not pass. 

 

The meeting rejected the implementation of parking enforcement measures to force cars into the car 

park, but allowed OCC to explain what measures could be put in place.    

David Tole reported on the parking survey carried out 12
th

 September.  This indicated that around 

commuter 35 cars parked on village streets.  He outlined what parking restrictions might be used and 

what for consultation would be carried out.  He advised if the car park is free, use will soon exceed 

capacity and the present situation will recur. 

 

Actions from the meeting:  

 Cllr Rose concluded that he should engage with FGW at a higher level asking whether charges 

can be reduced or removed. 

 

 Ms McManus would  

 Look into waiting time limits and bicycle spaces,  

 Investigate varying the business plan and reviewing the charges.   

 

The meeting closed with a show of hands on the view of the meeting on parking charges which 

showed categorically that vast majority was still opposed to parking charges.       

 


