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This book tells the story of the emergence and 
disappearance of Radley’s yeoman farmers and the change 
from open fields to the enclosure of land. Richard analyses 
contemporary records, including estate surveys of 1547, 
1633 and 1768, and evidence from the surviving buildings, 
to construct a detailed picture of the village at the time: its 
social structure, land holdings and farming practice, and 
the homes people lived in. 
 
The study begins just after the dissolution of Abingdon 
Abbey, which led to the Stonhouses, a rising gentry family, 
acquiring Radley Manor. At that time, land was mostly 
farmed in open fields by middling yeomen. Although owing 
formal allegiance to the Manor they were self-dependent 
as is reflected by the houses they built. By the close of the 
period, land had been enclosed and consolidated into large 
tenant farms. The yeomen had all gone, and their houses 
divided into cottages for landless labourers. 
 
Using contemporary records, Richard Dudding has been 
able to explore and analyse the evolutionary processes by 
which these changes took place. It is of interest to local 
people wanting to understand their past, and also to those 
with a wider interest in social and economic change in the 
early modern period. 
 

Published by Radley History Club, a thriving group which meets 

monthly and has a large archive of local history. 

 

Richard Dudding lives in Radley in an early sixteenth 
century cruck house. Curiosity about its origins revived his 
earlier interest in history, which he studied at Jesus College 
Cambridge; his research has used micro-historical 
techniques of parish reconstruction developed there by 
Keith Wrightson and others. 
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