
CONSULTATION ON VALE PLAN 
 

The deadline for responding to the pre-submission consultation for the Vale local 

plan is Friday 19
th

 December at 4.30pm. 

 

Responding to the consultation is a bit complicated but the more responses there are the more there 

is a chance we will be listened to. 

 

The following are some suggestions to help you decide how to respond. 

 

To avoid your response being ruled out of order by the Vale Council or the Inspector it is safest to 

use the standard response form issued by the Vale. This can be accessed on their website at: 

 

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2014-11-04_LPP1_RepForm_v1.0_0.doc 

 

and e-mailed to them or delivered to the Council Offices. 

 

We will be making paper copies available at the shop 

 

If you want to use the online process it can be accessed at: 

 

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/How%20to%20register%20to%20take%20part%

20in%20online%20consultations.pdf 

 

.  If you respond on paper your response will have to be delivered to the Vale offices before 4.30pm 

on Friday 19
th

 December.  The form must be signed and dated. In view of the slowness of the 

post at Christmas it may be best to deliver the forms in person.  Ask for a receipt. 

 

You only need to fill in part A of the form once with your name and address, but you need to fill in 

one copy of part B for each individual comment. Each time you will have to state the policy that 

you are refering to and to state in each case that you find the plan unsound.  The following are 

guidelines for responding to what the Campaign for the Preservation of Rural England consider the 

most unsound parts of the plan. 

 

Re Core Policy 2:  

This policy states that cooperation with other Oxfordshire Authorities will include a full strategic 

review of the whole of the Oxford green belt. 

This seems inconsistent with the Vale having carried out their own review, and would seem to raise 

the possibility of a succession of reviews each time a new housing needs assessment is produced. 

The National Planning Policy Framework(NPPF) makes it clear that a green belt boundary should 

only be altered in “exceptional circumstances”. Government guidance (6
th

 March 2014) states that 

“Unmet housing need is unlikely to outweigh the harm to the green belt and other harm to constitute 

the “very exceptional circumstances” justifying inappropriate development on a site within the 

green belt” 

 



Re Core Policy 4:  

This policy sets out the housing target based on the Oxfordshire strategic housing market 

assessment (SHMA). There are two possible objections here. 

 

1.  The SHMA is based on wildly optimistic employment forecasts which have not been 

challenged or scrutinised by the Vale Council. 

 

2. The SHMA itself states that it should only be a starting point for the determination of 

housing need and that environmental, social and infrastructure constraints should be taken 

into account. 

 

Any comments relating to the earlier consultation process should also be attached to core policy 4. 

There are again two issues to consider. 

 

• About 500 Radley residents responded in April using our standard letter. These were 

all considered as one objection, despite assurances from Council Leader Matthew 

Barber on 4
th
 April that they would be considered individually. 

 

•  The Vale now admit that there were problems with their website. We can't know if 

any comments were lost as a result but an extension was granted to key landowner 

Radley College, whose response is dated 11/04/2014 a full week after the close. No 

such extension was offered to the public. 

 

Re Core Policy 7:  

This policy relates to infrastructure provision. Any concerns as to the lack of adequate infrastructure 

should be related to this policy. 

 

Re Core Policy 13: 

 This policy relates to the Oxford green  belt: Two approaches are possible here.  

 

• You can object to the Vale's green belt review, using the points outlined above for 

Core Policy 2.  

 

However we feel that in case the Inspector accepts the Vale's review it is also important to object 

separately to the inclusion of the Peachcroft Farm site. The extension of the “North Abingdon” site 

east of Oxford Rd into Peachcroft farm was not included in the document for consultation in April. 

The Vale green belt review of February 2014 did not recommend that this area was withdrawn from 

the green belt.  

 

One area where we feel optimistic is the Peachcroft site. It was not taken out of the green belt by the 

review so its inclusion seems to contradict their own evidence base. 

 

We would encourage you all to respond to the consultation, the bigger the 

response the more we are likely to be heard. 

 


