
VALE OF WHITE HORSE LOCAL PLAN 2031 

The Local Plan Part 1 

Part 1 of the Local Plan was presented by the Vale of White Horse District Council to the Secretary of 

State for independent examination in March this year. It sets out strategic planning policies for the 

Vale district, argues that 20,560 new homes are required in the area by 2031 and identifies 21 

‘strategic’ housing sites, each planned to provide for a minimum of 200 new homes. The full plan can 

found at http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-

policy/new-local-plan-2031. 

Examination in Public 

Planning Inspector Malcolm Rivett has been appointed to examine the plan in public. His job is to 

consider whether it is ‘positively prepared’, ‘justified’, ‘effective’ and ‘consistent with national 

policy’. He has announced that he will be undertaking the examination in two stages with the first 

concentrating on strategic issues and overall housing numbers. Hearings for stage 1 will start on 

Tuesday 22 September at the Beacon, Wantage.  

The Inspector has produced Guidance Notes explaining his approach to the hearing.  He lists the 

questions which he will be dealing with in Stage 1 in his Matters and Questions.  

The Parish Council has submitted views to the EIP. ..\EIP\Local Plan examinination submission - 15 

August.docx.  These focus on particular ‘matters’ which the Inspector has said he wants to explore, 

namely: 

The SHMA. We argue that the figures for future housing need are not soundly based. Many 

of the key underlying figures for economic growth are based on over-optimistic promotional 

material rather than objective statistical analysis of economic growth prospects. 

The spatial strategy.  We argue that the Plan’s policy to focus development on larger villages 

such as Radley is flawed in that it does not deal with the issue of scale nor of so-called 

‘community coalescence’. Some development of larger villages may make some sense, but 

not if the existing community is overwhelmed nor if the result is to merge one settlement 

into another.  

Oxford’s unmet needs. The emerging proposals to deal with Oxford City’s unmet housing 

needs look like dwarfing the existing controversial strategic site proposals in the Local Plan 

(see below). We argue that the Plan needs to be rethought from first principles if 

development on anything like this scale is to be accommodated. 

We have been invited to participate in discussion on the SHMA issues at the September hearings. 

The Local Plan Part 2 

Published work on Part 2 of the Local Plan is likely to start once Part 1 is confirmed, probably at 

some point next year.  This will contain detailed planning policies to guide day-to-day planning 

decisions and will “identify and allocate supplementary and predominantly smaller (referred to as 



non-strategic) development sites” for housing.  These will provide for a further 1000 new homes,  

722 of which are planned to be in the Abingdon and Oxford fringe area, of which Radley forms part.  

What the plan means for Radley 

3 of the 21 ‘strategic’ housing sites in Part 1 of the Local Plan are within Radley parish boundaries, 

and provide for 900 proposed new homes.  They are: 

North West Radley – east of White’s Lane:  240 homes 

 

 

South Kennington – south of Sandford Lane  270 homes 

 

  

  



North of Abingdon     Around 800 homes 

 

The area bounded in red to the east of the A4183 Oxford Road is within the parish of Radley, and 

may account for 390 of the proposed 800 new homes in the combined North Abingdon site shown 

on the map. 

In addition, a site to the south of the village hall and north of Gooseacre farm buildings (shown as 14 

in the map below) has been identified by the Vale as suitable for release from the Green Belt, and as 

a possible site for Part 2 allocations. This has been put forward by the landowners as capable of 

accommodating 250 new homes.  

 

Earlier versions of the Local Plan 2031 

In addition to the North West Radley and South Kennington sites identified above, an earlier version 

of the plan published in February 2014 included proposals to develop 200 new homes on a site north 

of Church Road.  



North Radley     formerly proposed for 200 homes 

 

As a result of strong local opposition orchestrated by the Save Radley Village campaign and backed 

by the Parish Council, these proposals were dropped.  However, the North Abingdon site was at this 

point extended to the east of the A4138 Oxford Road into Radley parish, and the numbers for the 

site increased from 410 to 800.  

Meeting Oxford City’s unmet housing needs 

District Councils are required by law to make planning provision to accommodate the housing needs 

of neighbouring authorities who have insufficient suitable land available to meet their own needs. 

Oxford City is looking to its four neighbouring districts for support under this requirement. 

The Vale has so far made no provision to meet Oxford’s unmet needs in its overall estimates of the 

numbers of dwellings required to be accommodated through the Local Plan.  A recent paper 

considered by the Vale Cabinet (District Council documents\Vale Paper on Oxford Unmet Needs. 

August 15.pdf) suggested that there could be a requirement for an additional 3000 homes in the 

Vale district under this requirement, and that most of these would need to be located in the 

Abingdon and Oxford fringe area. The Parish Council is deeply concerned by these proposals, which 

are for development over and above the major development already envisaged in the Local Plan. 

Our views were set out in a statement to the Cabinet for its meeting on 7 August 2015. Statement 

for Vale cabinet meeting on 7 August.docx. 


