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Radley Parish Council is very concerned to read the proposals in the paper from the Head of Planning 

entitled “Planning to address Oxford unmet housing need in the Vale of White Horse”. 

As we understand the thinking in this paper, the result could be to more than double the number of 

new houses which the Vale is currently proposing should be built in the Abingdon and Oxford fringe 

area under the Local Plan. The report provides a middle point estimate that the number of houses 

falling to the Vale to deliver to meet Oxford’s unmet need will be 3000. It argues that ‘good 

opportunities exist to meet unmet need’ in the Abingdon and Oxford fringe area, while for the other 

two areas of the Vale the report argues that it is ‘unclear how development could meet unmet 

need’. The implication is that most of the estimated 3000 homes required to meet Oxford’s needs 

will need to be built in the Abingdon and Oxford fringe area. This is in addition to 722 dwellings 

already identified as needing to be found in this area under Part 2 allocations, making a total of 

perhaps 3,500 homes to be found in the sub-area on as yet unidentified sites. This compares to 

1,990 homes in strategic sites in the sub-area already identified in the Plan.  

Under the current Local Plan proposals, Radley Parish already faces the prospect of some 450 new 

dwellings on the edges of the existing village and a further 660 homes on 2 strategic sites which 

border neighbouring parishes1.  We are already extremely concerned about the impact of 

development on this scale on our small community.  It will eat into the narrow strips of agricultural 

land dividing our settlement from Abingdon and Kennington and could overwhelm the existing 

community and infrastructure. Further substantial development within the parish boundaries would 

almost certainly destroy Radley as a village standing separately from the neighbouring settlements 

of Abingdon and Kennington and would utterly transform its character.  

Like much of the Oxford fringe and Abingdon area, Radley is highly ‘sustainable’ in the sense that it 

has excellent transport links with Oxford and indeed with Didcot, Reading and London.  But it is a 

travesty of the term ‘sustainable development’ to suggest that good transport links alone can justify 

the destruction of an existing community, the loss of swathes of agricultural land and the erosion of 

Green Belt.  The Vale can expect extremely stiff and concerted opposition to any plans for further 

development in our area.  It needs to challenge the figures and assumptions on which the estimated 

numbers are based, and think again from first principles about where any further substantial tranche 

of housing in the district should be sited.  

                                                           
1
 240 homes at the North West Radley strategic site; around 200 homes at the South Radley site removed from 

the Green Belt and identified as suitable for part 2 allocations; 390 homes in the Radley Parish area of the 
North Abingdon site; and 270 homes in the South Kennington site. The village currently comprises some 650 
homes in the main settlement and a further 250-300 mobile homes within the parish boundaries to the south 
of Kennington.  


