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RADLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Notes from the Steering Group Meeting on 11 November 2015 at 46-48 Lower Radley 

Present 

Lynda Pasquire-Crowley – Parish Councillor 

Priscilla Dudding – Parish Councillor, Chair Neighbourhood Plan Working Group, Chair Theme 2 

Richard Dudding – Theme 3 

Jane Dymock – Clerk to the Parish Council 

Chris Henderson – Parish Councillor and Chair Theme 4 

Frank Hindson – Theme 3 

John Huddleston – Theme 1 and general support 

Andrew Maxted – Senior Planning Policer Officer, Vale of White Horse District Council 

Andrea Saunders – Theme 1 

Jennie Standen – Chair of the Parish Council 

Hannah Smart – west waddy adp – Urban Design Consultant 

Martin Wilson – Chair – Theme 1 

Christine Wootton – Chair – Theme 5 

 

Overview 

This meeting was convened by PD to discuss the document ‘Brief For Sub-Groups: October 2015’ 

(available on the Radley Village Website). These notes rely heavily on that document.  The meeting 

had the following agenda where the paragraph numbers relate to that document.  

(i) General aim and timetable (paras 3 and 4) 

(ii) Local Plan assumptions and other general guidelines (paras 5 and 6) 

(iii) TOR and suggested actions for the five subgroups (paras 7 to 17) 

(iv) Handling of discussions with landowners/ developers: 

• Radley College (PD/ College meeting arranged for 17 November) 

• Arnold White Estates (PD/AWE meeting arranged for 18 November) 

• Redrow Homes 

• Greene King: report of correspondence 

• Other? 

(v) Discussions with infrastructure providers. 

 

Following the open meeting on 21 October, villagers agreed to work on the five themes discussed 

below.  Members from each theme group have been invited to join this Steering Group.  Andrew 

Maxted kindly agreed to join the meeting to advise on the implications of the Local Plan for our 

Neighbourhood Plan.  Hannah Smart of west waddy ADP may be engaged by the Parish Council to 

provide graphic and technical support.   

After discussion, the meeting endorsed the document.  Discussion yielded a range of comments and 

observations. 
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(i) General aim and timetable (paras 3 and 4) 

 

PD suggested that the theme groups should commence work as soon as possible with the Steering 

Group meeting at the end of January 2016 in order to collate the work of the theme groups and 

prepare for a Parish consultation in March such that the Neighbourhood Plan could be in place as 

soon as possible after the Local Plan is finalised. 

AM advised that it was important to demonstrate community involvement in the full process of 

developing the Neighbourhood Plan.  He suggested a scoping phase involving the wider village to 

identify areas and issues e.g. landscape, environment, wildlife, design, employment and transport.  

PD and others replied that the wider village had been engaged during Save Radley Village work, the 

existing Parish Plan and the recent open meeting.  The issues would be identified by the theme 

groups. 

AM said the Inspector is expected to schedule phase 2 of his examination process for February when 

he would take evidence and representations organised by theme.  Optimistically, the Inspector’s 

report might be available by Easter 2016. 

(ii) Local Plan assumptions and other general guidelines (paras 5 and 6) 

 

AM advised that the Vale had not included the South Radley site as a strategic housing site in Part 1 

of the Local Plan, but the area would be tested, along with many other areas, for inclusion in Part 2 

of the Plan, which would deal with smaller sites.  PD had been told by Adrian Duffield of the Vale 

that provision to meet Oxford’s unmet housing needs were likely to focus on areas removed from 

the Green Belt by the Local Plan, of which the South Radley site is an example.  AM thought it 

unlikely that the inspector would modify the Local Plan to add in the South Radley site as a strategic 

housing site. 

In response to a query about the prospects of development being allowed on the North Radley site, 

AM said that there was no evidence to support its release from the Green Belt and exceptional 

circumstances would need to be demonstrated to justify its release. 

(iii) TOR and suggested actions for the five subgroups (paras 7 to 17) 

 

Theme 1 -Shape and cohesion 

 

HS produced maps demonstrating the shape of the central village if the full Radley College 

plan and Arnold White Estates plans were implemented. 

The Radley College full plan is on hold for the present awaiting the finalisation of the Local 

Plan.  Also see comment from AM above. 

JD advised the lease on the current Village Hall had 21 years to run. 

There was a common view that the village needs a centre as the facilities are spread about 

at present.  HS suggested that connectivity between the sites was a major issue.  AM advised 

that 400 metres was considered a reasonable distance for people to walk.  JS observed that 

the only fixed facilities were the Church and the Station. 
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The Group needed to consider what facilities were required and then realistically what could 

be achieved.  The Group should consider all options including relocating the allotments.  The 

survey undertaken for the Parish Plan should be used for reference on people’s priorities. 

Theme 2 - Design, density, tenure and dwelling size 

 

PD outlined the objectives.  AM emphasised that the mix of dwellings has to be in line with 

the Vale’s policy.  He suggested that the plan for Woodcote in South Oxfordshire were a 

good model. 

Theme 3 - Infrastructure priorities 

The group will list the requirements and then establish indicative costs.  It will be important 

to be consistent with other groups e.g. Theme 5 - Thrupp Lane. 

Theme 4: South Kennington issues 

CH said the group would focus on the mix of housing and infrastructure. 

Theme 5: Thrupp Lane 

CW suggested that this was an important area for recreation around the Radley Lakes and 

employment opportunities especially if Thrupp Lane were connected to Audlett Drive, 

possibly via Barton Lane or the Sports Centre.  There may also be potential for housing on 

the old coal yard brownfield site.  JS remarked that Thrupp Lane was classified as a failed 

road by Oxfordshire County Council, but that OCC had no plans to improve it. 

(iv) Handling of discussions with landowners/ developers 

 

AM advised caution dealing with land owners until the Local Plan was finalised. PD said that any 

discussions with landowners at this stage should be initiated by her or by CH in the context of 

development south of Kennington. 

• Radley College (PD/ College meeting arranged for 17 November) 

PD invited Martin Wilson representing Theme 1 and a representative of Theme 4 – 

Infrastructure to join her. 

• Arnold White Estates (PD/AWE meeting arranged for 18 November) 

CW will join PD at this meeting. 

• Redrow Homes 

CH advised that there had been two meetings already with Redrow and their community 

engagement consultants Curtin & Co. 

• Greene King: report of correspondence 

PD has been in communication with Greene King, the owners of the Bowyer Arms, who say they 

have no intention at present of making any land available or doing any development. 
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• Other? 

 

CH advised that John Curtis, who owns much of the Thrupp Lane area, was not prepared to talk 

to the Parish Council until the Review of Old Mineral Permissions (ROMP) was completed.  

However it was felt that it would be worth approaching him informally on the wider aspects of 

the plan.  It was suggested that there should also be a conversation with the present owners of 

the old coal yard area. 

(v) Discussions with infrastructure providers. 

 

Oxfordshire County Council – RD was seeking a route in via his contacts for environmental and 

infrastructure issues.  He anticipated separate discussions with the Education Department. 

Environment Agency.  There was already a meeting planned on flooding but other parts of the EA 

would need to be contacted. 

Thames Water was considered the most important utility particularly for foul and storm water 

drainage, particularly as these would be separate unlike the situation for the rest of the village, 

which is a common sewer. 

AM offered to assist in finding relevant contacts. 

Any Other Business 

It was confirmed that the Neighbourhood Plan would cover all of the Parish including Lower Radley 

and areas owned by the College adjoining Sugworth Lane (but excluding an undeveloped area 

between Peachcroft Farm and the Oxford Road which the Vale had taken out). 

To facilitate communication between groups and the Parish more widely, groups should produce 

notes of their meetings for circulation to all groups and inclusion on the Village website. 

Date of Next Meeting 

To be set at the end of January. 

 

 

 

 

John Huddleston 

12 November 2015 


