
Chairman’s report for the 2015-16 Parish Council year 
 

I am pleased to be reporting on the work on the Parish Council at this last meeting of the 

current council year.  It is always surprising how quickly a year passes, but it is good to have 

this opportunity to appraise what has been achieved over a twelve-month period.   

 

But before I report on all of that I would like to take this opportunity to pay a tribute to 

Councillor Basil Crowley who sadly died at the end of last month.  Cllr Crowley had been a 

councillor since 2001.  His early interests on the council were largely environmental matters 

especially concerning the conservation of the many species of flora and fauna in the 

countryside surrounding our village.  This led him to take a lead, together with Cllr Lynda 

Pasquire, in the Radley Lakes project which was ultimately, after a long struggle, so 

spectacularly successful.  He also took a great interest in the village’s annual Front Gardens 

Competition, updating the guidance notes for judges and, again with Lynda, setting up a 

computer program to compile the results.  And many successful gardeners over the years 

have been delighted to be presented with his beautiful photographs of their winning gardens.  

In recent years Basil became Vice-Chairman of the Council and also Chairman of the Finance 

and Administration Committee, and he continued to be active in these offices to the end of 

his life.  This summary in no way covers the years of dedication Basil gave to the Parish 

Council, and he continued to contribute to Council business throughout his illness.  His quiet 

personality and clarity of vision made him a much valued colleague, and he will be very 

much missed. 

 

Last May saw the first parish council election for 20 years when 13 people stood for 11 seats.  

We were sorry to lose two valued councillors, but are pleased to welcome two new 

councillors who have proved to be a great asset to the council.  

 

Looking back at last year’s report, I see that the main issues concerning the village in April 

2015 were the Vale of White Horse Local Plan and station parking and these have been on 

the agenda for each Parish Council meeting since.  

  

The Parish Council made written submission to the Local Plan examination in public and 

councillors spoke at both hearings.  You can read the council’s submissions on the village 

website.  The Inspector is expected to reveal initial opinion in June and the district council 

expects to adopt the plan early next year.  

 

This meeting has already heard that Radley Parish Council is developing a Neighbourhood 

Plan.  This will give our community some influence over development in our area. This is 

particularly important because of the large scale housing development proposed for the parish 

by the Vale of White Horse District Council in their Local Plan 2031.  Work on this plan is 

being extremely ably led by Cllr Scilla Dudding who will report on progress so far and the 

current position.  The parish’s views are essential so please do respond take all the 

opportunities that will be offered to voice your opinion.  

 
Oxfordshire County Council produced the long promised consultation on station parking 

last April and councillors met one of their officers that month to review the results.  Since 

then, the County Council has completely refused at all levels to respond to the parish 



council’s increasingly frustrated letters and phone calls.  We are continuing to work with 

Great Western Railway and the police to press the county to act.   

 
The regular business of the Parish Council carries on, with an emphasis on improving and 

maintaining the appearance of the village.   

 
The list of regular maintenance is extensive: Inspect the play area and carry out any 

repairs, cut Gooseacre field, clean the pavilion, service equipment and appliances in the 

pavilion, clean out the adjoining ditch, cut the grass in the play area, Lower Radley green, the 

centenary garden and around the village hall, cut hedges in Church Road, the allotments and 

the village hall, clean the bus shelters, clean village benches, inspect the defibrillators.  We 

rely on the clerk to organise all of these items and ensure they are completed. 

 

John Rogerson continues to do an excellent job picking up litter in the centre of the village.  

Oxfordshire County Council reduced the standard of its grass cutting programme still further, 

so the parish council continued to support a volunteer to cut verges that are not cut by 

residents.   

 

The Playing Field and pavilion continue to run at a loss and the Parish Council is pondering  

the future of the facility. 

 

This year we planned improvements to the village environment: 
 

New trees in St James Terrace, Church Road and around the Village Hall have been pruned 

extensively.  

 

With the help of a grant from the British Heart Foundation, we installed two Public Access 

defibrillators; one on the Pebble Hill site office and the other on the Village Hall.  The 

Village Shop made a donation of the full cost of one more, which was installed on the shop 

building.  These are all checked regularly by Cllr Denis Standen.  Parish councillor Shaun 

Betts plans to continue regular CPR training and the parish council hopes the ambulance 

service will offer defibrillator training.    

 

Councillors have been busy attending over 40 meetings of the Parish Council, its 

committees and working groups and countless external meetings, on local plan issues, 

conservation and highway matters.   

 

The Council is grateful for the contribution of the non-council members of Save Radley 

Village, Footpath Warden John Orchard who walks and provides reports on the public 

footpaths and not least the numerous volunteers and contributors from inside and outside the 

village who enable the Garden Competition to run each year in June.    

 

I am grateful to all our councillors for their dedication to our village, and for their varied 

expertise and advice on specific matters.  Finally, I would like to record my sincere thanks on 

behalf of all the Parish Council to our clerk, Jane Dymock whose work on our behalf, and in 

keeping our business up to date and accurate makes our job as councillors so much more 

effective.  Thank you, Jane. 

 

 


