
NOTES FOR ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

What has happened to date 

 Well-attended open meeting here in the Church Hall last October 

 4 topic groups established then to look into some of the more 

important and difficult issues 

 Their ideas are being brought together into a unified set of proposals 

and questions which will be published in a Neighbourhood Plan 

consultation document in mid-May 

What we’re planning for May 

 Current ideas will be on display at an exhibition in the Village Hall 

over the week-end of 21/22 May. Exhibits will include 

o Latest developer plans for the Kennington and White’s Lane 

housing strategic sites 

o Large scale maps to illustrate how we can make the most of 

the Radley Lakes area so that it can be enjoyed for 

conservation and recreation while continuing to be used for 

minerals and light industry.  

o Illustrated suggestions for improving road junctions and 

cycleways  in the parish 

o Survey results for Thrupp Lane and the station access traffic 

and cycle path use 

o Illustrated ideas for the possible relocation of the village hall 

and playing fields 

o A visualisation and illustrative plans for the development of 

the allotment site 

o And a lot more beside 

 At around the same time, we’ll be distributing a questionnaire to 

every household in Radley. This will ask about six issues on which we 

are particularly keen to hear people’s views. They are: 



o Should the village hall and playing field be moved to a new 

site off Church Road near the primary school? A contentious 

issue with a history in the village. We need to know what 

everyone thinks – not just those who shout loudest 

o Should we consider developing the allotment site? PC owns it 

and has various ideas of how it might be used for community 

benefit. Alternative allotments which were at least as good 

would be a pre-requisite. 

o How keen are people to have a bigger village shop, perhaps 

with a post office. Would they like to see it moved to a new 

site in Church Road alongside a new village hall? 

o Do people support our vision for the Thrupp Lane and Radley 

Lakes area, which might include a new link road through to 

Audlett Drive and housing development on the Old Coal Yard. 

o What are the views of our south Kennington residents on the 

proposals for development there 

o Finally, the big issue we all face is the number of new houses 

which are likely to be thrust upon the village. What sort of 

housing would people like to see developed. And what are 

their own needs so we can try to make ensure these are 

catered for in the new development.  

 

What do we want you to do? 

 Visit the exhibition. Try to pop in at some point over that w/e. 

Hopefully there will be tea and cakes! 

 Fill in your questionnaire and return it to the village shop. 

Alternatively, you’ll be able to fill it in on line – better for us actually 

as it saves us work. 

 Possibly also, join the team which will be doing house by house visits 

in the week beginning 23 May to prompt people to return their 

questionnaires.  Speak to Sylvia afterwards.  It’s work that is perhaps 

a bit of a chore, but it really is important. 



What happens after May? 

There will still be a long way to go 

 We’ll need to revise the proposals we’ve put forward to take account 

of views expressed in the consultation 

 We’ll need to develop our ideas on the type and design of housing 

we want, reflecting what people say in their questionnaires. Then we 

will talk to the developers and social landlords about implementing 

our ideas 

 We’ll also need to develop our thinking on areas which we haven’t 

considered properly yet – a local surgery or health centre (which 

would be difficult) is an obvious example. 

 Then we’ll need to write it all this up in a draft Neighbourhood Plan. 

There will be continuing consultation as things move on.  In particular 

 We would like to keep people involved with our developing thinking 

over the summer  

o Have set up a discussion forum on the village website. Would 

like more people to use it 

o Have a contract with Survey Monkey for the May 

questionnaire and may run mini- surveys from time to time 

as new issues come up 

o Will continue with monthly reports in Radley News and 

emailed updates 

Other ideas welcome. 

 

 Once we have completed a draft Neighbourhood Plan, we will need 

to consult residents again to get their views on it. This may take place 

in the Autumn.  

 

 Right at the end of the process, after our plan has been scrutinised by 

the district council and a planning inspector, there will be a 

referendum in the parish, run by the Vale election team.  



On timing 

 It all depends on what happens to the Local Plan, which is the Vale 

document proposing around 1000 new homes in Radley parish. 

That’s because the Neighbourhood Plan needs to conform with the 

Local Plan so we can’t finalise the one before we know about the 

other. We’re now expecting to have the Inspector’s interim 

conclusions and hence a good idea of the Local Plan’s final content by 

the end of June.  It won’t be formally in place until around Christmas.  

 On that basis, we hope to make useful progress with the 

Neighbourhood Plan over the summer and to be ready with a final 

version when/if the Local Plan is confirmed at the end of the year. 

We think this will put us in the strongest possible position to 

influence whatever development does finally go ahead.  

In conclusion 

 Happy to hear views and to answer questions 

 Any views on the issues expressed today will be noted and 

considered along with others emerging from the May consultation  

 Particularly keen today to hear what you think about how we might 

improve our communications and keep people engaged and 

informed.  


