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NOTES OF THE RADLEY ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY  

29
th

 APRIL 2016 AT 7.30 PM IN THE CHURCH ROOM, RADLEY. 

 

Those present: Parish Council Chairman J Standen (in the Chair),  

Parish Councillors Priscilla Dudding, Chris Henderson, Denis Standen, 

Lynda Pasquire, Ian Yorston, County & District Councillor Bob 

Johnston, District Councillor Ed Blagrove  

17 electors of the parish and the clerk 

 

1. WELCOME:   

Councillor Standen welcomed everyone to the meeting and said that the business of the 

meeting would concentrate on the Local and Neighbourhood Plans and would seek the 

views of those present on how the Parish Council should communicate with the village. 

 

Village reports would be posted on the website and comments and questions were 

welcomed. 

 

 

2. UPDATE ON THE DISTRICT COUNCIL LOCAL PLAN: 

Councillor Bob Johnston reported that the Inspector’s report was awaited.  Cr Johnston 

had attended the Examination in Public and did his best to defend the green belt as did 

many other people.  As a result of the EIP, the Inspector had asked for further information 

and was due to report by the end of June.  Rumour was that he would find the Plan 

substantially sound and the Vale hoped that it would be adopted in December.  

 

The Vale would then have a 5-year land supply in place and will be able to defend against 

speculative development. 

 

From the floor: 

Has the plan researched what development will be required for the Primary School?   

The Infrastructure Development Plan proposes to increase the size of Radley Primary 

School to whole form entry and gives resources to relevant secondary schools. 

 

 

3. UPDATE ON THE PROGRESS OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN:   

Cr Priscilla Dudding’s notes are appended to these minutes. 

 

Comments and questions: 

 

What is the likely timing of development on the South Kennington site? 

The developers who have the rights to South Kennington say that they will be ready to 

proceed as soon as the Local Plan goes through. 

 

What about the capacity of the drainage system?  A large number of new homes are 

proposed for the village and the drains are already under pressure.   

The Neighbourhood Plan group has already been in touch with Thames Water, but their 

strategy is to react rather than act on future new development.  However, the more 

support the better to urge them to act. 

 

If shop was bigger, would it include a post office?  
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The Neighbourhood Plan would like any larger shop to include a post office.  The present 

shop is restricted by space, but the Post Office has said that it is very keen to come back 

to Radley.   

 

The shop is enthusiastic about having more space and would to be able to include a post 

office and space for coffee so that the shop can become more of a village centre.  

 

Although the village is in favour, should the post office be restricted to being in the shop 

or be forced to take it on if management would prefer not to? 

 

Could an increased shop include prescription service as happened in other areas? 

This question was noted. 

 

Is the community shop aspect protected?  The Village Shop management committee 

recommends that its status should be protected and one of the questions in the 

questionnaire is asking people what sort of shop they would like to see. 

 

Integration of the Whites Lane development: The development as proposed so far is 

outward facing; are there opportunities for integrating it into the village? 

The group has given considerable thought to access and being able to provide at the least 

footways and cycleways, although this would require the generosity of a householder to 

give up a piece of their land to make a way through. 

 

Could existing pavements (with particular reference those on Foxborough Road) be 

improved though funds coming from new developments?  

Development money (Community Infrastructure Levy) can be used to contribute to 

improving facilities.  The Plan looks at how CIL could be spent. 

 

If there is a Neighbourhood Plan in place, 15% of the CIL raised by new development (up 

to a maximum £1.2 million) should come to the parish.  

 

The Plan will also have legal status in protecting the village. 

 

The Parish Council is hoping to speak to the District Council and be involved in decisions 

on how the main part of CIL and Section 106 money is spent. The Parish Council will 

fight hard for what the community considers to be its priority.   

 

How much longer does the lease on the playing field have to run? 

The Village Hall’s lease runs to 2037 and the lease on Gooseacre runs for a further 40 

years so the field will be Parish Council land for a long time into the future. 

 

The Thrupp Lane field is in private hands and is proposed to be removed from the green 

belt, though the Inspector may or not agree. 

 

If that happens, the case for moving is stronger as it is an aspiration in the plan to have 

two fields close together.  

  

Is there likely to be development in the area of Church Road around the school? 

This area was originally proposed for removal from the green belt, but was removed from 

the next version of the plan and development is extremely unlikely without the full 

support of the community.  
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The idea for moving the village hall to Church Road forms part of the consultation.  It 

may be possible to move the playing fields, although the area is in the green belt. 

 

Junction of Whites Lane and Foxborough Road and the footpath across the field:  

The Parish Council is looking at putting in white lines along the edge of the footpath and 

seeking to have it re-designated so that it may be legally used by cyclists. 

 

The Plan includes an option for re-jigging the junction.  It is anticipated that a roundabout 

will be required to be part of the Whites Lane development.   It is expected that a 

planning application will be submitted for that site as soon as the Local Plan is approved 

and the roundabout is expected to be linked to the development.   

 

It was noted that the village would like to see a condition imposed that a roundabout be 

constructed before development proceeds.  

 

Could the hedge be lowered to improve visibility for cyclists emerging from the path?  

The Parish Council will raise this with Radley College.  

 

Reflections on the timescale for these houses actually being built.   

The issue until now has been that the site was in the green belt so previous planning 

applications were rejected.  

 

 

4. VIEWS ON EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION IN THE VILLAGE: See comments 

above. 

 

 

5. MATTERS OF INTEREST TO THE VILLAGE: 

School use of the Church Road car park: Is it possible for the Parish Council to witness 

drop off at school on a rainy morning? 

Suggested:  The Parish Council should carry out a risk assessment and should speak to 

the school to seek a full view of the position. Could mirrors be installed for the use of 

pedestrians and drivers? 

 

 

6. QUESTIONS ON THE PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT (circulated to the 

meeting and appended): None 

 

 

7. QUESTIONS ON THE PARISH COUNCIL’S UNAUDITED ACCOUNTS FOR  

2015-16 (circulated to the meeting and appended): None 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.40pm 
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Update on the Neighbourhood Plan 

What has happened to date 

 Well-attended open meeting here in the Church Hall last October 

 4 topic groups established then to look into some of the more important and difficult 

issues 

 Their ideas are being brought together into a unified set of proposals and questions 

which will be published in a Neighbourhood Plan consultation document in mid-May 

What we’re planning for May 

 Current ideas will be on display at an exhibition in the Village Hall over the week-end 

of 21/22 May. Exhibits will include 

o Latest developer plans for the Kennington and White’s Lane housing strategic 

sites 

o Large scale maps to illustrate how we can make the most of the Radley Lakes 

area so that it can be enjoyed for conservation and recreation while 

continuing to be used for minerals and light industry.  

o Illustrated suggestions for improving road junctions and cycleways  in the 

parish 

o Survey results for Thrupp Lane and the station access traffic and cycle path 

use 

o Illustrated ideas for the possible relocation of the village hall and playing fields 

o A visualisation and illustrative plans for the development of the allotment site 

o And a lot more beside 

 At around the same time, we’ll be distributing a questionnaire to every household in 

Radley. This will ask about six issues on which we are particularly keen to hear 

people’s views. They are: 

o Should the village hall and playing field be moved to a new site off Church 

Road near the primary school? A contentious issue with a history in the 

village. We need to know what everyone thinks – not just those who shout 

loudest 

o Should we consider developing the allotment site? PC owns it and has various 

ideas of how it might be used for community benefit. Alternative allotments 

which were at least as good would be a pre-requisite. 

o How keen are people to have a bigger village shop, perhaps with a post 

office. Would they like to see it moved to a new site in Church Road alongside 

a new village hall? 

o Do people support our vision for the Thrupp Lane and Radley Lakes area, 

which might include a new link road through to Audlett Drive and housing 

development on the Old Coal Yard. 

o What are the views of our south Kennington residents on the proposals for 

development there 

o Finally, the big issue we all face is the number of new houses which are likely 

to be thrust upon the village. What sort of housing would people like to see 

developed. And what are their own needs so we can try to make ensure these 

are catered for in the new development.  
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What do we want you to do? 

 Visit the exhibition. Try to pop in at some point over that w/e. Hopefully there will be 

tea and cakes! 

 Fill in your questionnaire and return it to the village shop. Alternatively, you’ll be able 

to fill it in on line – better for us actually as it saves us work. 

 Possibly also, join the team which will be doing house by house visits in the week 

beginning 23 May to prompt people to return their questionnaires.  Speak to Sylvia 

afterwards.  It’s work that is perhaps a bit of a chore, but it really is important. 

What happens after May? 

There will still be a long way to go 

 We’ll need to revise the proposals we’ve put forward to take account of views 

expressed in the consultation 

 We’ll need to develop our ideas on the type and design of housing we want, 

reflecting what people say in their questionnaires. Then we will talk to the developers 

and social landlords about implementing our ideas 

 We’ll also need to develop our thinking on areas which we haven’t considered 

properly yet – a local surgery or health centre (which would be difficult) is an obvious 

example. 

 Then we’ll need to write it all this up in a draft Neighbourhood Plan. 

There will be continuing consultation as things move on.  In particular 

 We would like to keep people involved with our developing thinking over the summer  

o Have set up a discussion forum on the village website. Would like more 

people to use it 

o Have a contract with Survey Monkey for the May questionnaire and may run 

mini- surveys from time to time as new issues come up 

o Will continue with monthly reports in Radley News and emailed updates 

Other ideas welcome. 

 

 Once we have completed a draft Neighbourhood Plan, we will need to consult 

residents again to get their views on it. This may take place in the Autumn.  

 

 Right at the end of the process, after our plan has been scrutinised by the district 

council and a planning inspector, there will be a referendum in the parish, run by the 

Vale election team.  

On timing 

 It all depends on what happens to the Local Plan, which is the Vale document 

proposing around 1000 new homes in Radley parish. That’s because the 

Neighbourhood Plan needs to conform with the Local Plan so we can’t finalise the 

one before we know about the other. We’re now expecting to have the Inspector’s 

interim conclusions and hence a good idea of the Local Plan’s final content by the 

end of June.  It won’t be formally in place until around Christmas.  

 On that basis, we hope to make useful progress with the Neighbourhood Plan over 

the summer and to be ready with a final version when/if the Local Plan is confirmed 

at the end of the year. We think this will put us in the strongest possible position to 

influence whatever development does finally go ahead.  
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In conclusion 

 Happy to hear views and to answer questions 

 Any views on the issues expressed today will be noted and considered along with 

others emerging from the May consultation  

 Particularly keen today to hear what you think about how we might improve our 

communications and keep people engaged and informed.  

 

 

Chairman’s report for the 2015-16 Parish Council year 

 

I am pleased to be reporting on the work on the Parish Council at this last meeting of the 

current council year.  It is always surprising how quickly a year passes, but it is good to have 

this opportunity to appraise what has been achieved over a twelve-month period.   

 

But before I report on all of that I would like to take this opportunity to pay a tribute to 

Councillor Basil Crowley who sadly died at the end of last month.  Cllr Crowley had been a 

councillor since 2001.  His early interests on the council were largely environmental matters 

especially concerning the conservation of the many species of flora and fauna in the 

countryside surrounding our village.  This led him to take a lead, together with Cllr Lynda 

Pasquire, in the Radley Lakes project which was ultimately, after a long struggle, so 

spectacularly successful.  He also took a great interest in the village’s annual Front Gardens 

Competition, updating the guidance notes for judges and, again with Lynda, setting up a 

computer program to compile the results.  And many successful gardeners over the years have 

been delighted to be presented with his beautiful photographs of their winning gardens.  In 

recent years Basil became Vice-Chairman of the Council and also Chairman of the Finance 

and Administration Committee, and he continued to be active in these offices to the end of his 

life.  This summary in no way covers the years of dedication Basil gave to the Parish Council, 

and he continued to contribute to Council business throughout his illness.  His quiet 

personality and clarity of vision made him a much valued colleague, and he will be very much 

missed. 

 

Last May saw the first parish council election for 20 years when 13 people stood for 11 seats.  

We were sorry to lose two valued councillors, but are pleased to welcome two new councillors 

who have proved to be a great asset to the council.  

 

Looking back at last year’s report, I see that the main issues concerning the village in April 

2015 were the Vale of White Horse Local Plan and station parking and these have been on the 

agenda for each Parish Council meeting since.  

  

The Parish Council made written submission to the Local Plan examination in public and 

councillors spoke at both hearings.  You can read the council’s submissions on the village 

website.  The Inspector is expected to reveal initial opinion in June and the district council 

expects to adopt the plan early next year.  

 

This meeting has already heard that Radley Parish Council is developing a Neighbourhood 

Plan.  This will give our community some influence over development in our area. This is 

particularly important because of the large scale housing development proposed for the parish 

by the Vale of White Horse District Council in their Local Plan 2031.  Work on this plan is 

being extremely ably led by Cllr Scilla Dudding who will report on progress so far and the 
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current position.  The parish’s views are essential so please do respond take all the 

opportunities that will be offered to voice your opinion.  

 

Oxfordshire County Council produced the long promised consultation on station parking last 

April and councillors met one of their officers that month to review the results.  Since then, 

the County Council has completely refused at all levels to respond to the parish council’s 

increasingly frustrated letters and phone calls.  We are continuing to work with Great Western 

Railway and the police to press the county to act.   

 

The regular business of the Parish Council carries on, with an emphasis on improving and 

maintaining the appearance of the village.   

 

The list of regular maintenance is extensive: Inspect the play area and carry out any repairs, 

cut Gooseacre field, clean the pavilion, service equipment and appliances in the pavilion, 

clean out the adjoining ditch, cut the grass in the play area, Lower Radley green, the centenary 

garden and around the village hall, cut hedges in Church Road, the allotments and the village 

hall, clean the bus shelters, clean village benches, inspect the defibrillators.  We rely on the 

clerk to organise all of these items and ensure they are completed. 

 

John Rogerson continues to do an excellent job picking up litter in the centre of the village.  

Oxfordshire County Council reduced the standard of its grass cutting programme still further, 

so the parish council continued to support a volunteer to cut verges that are not cut by 

residents.   

 

The Playing Field and pavilion continue to run at a loss and the Parish Council is pondering  

the future of the facility. 

 

This year we planned improvements to the village environment: 

 

New trees in St James Terrace, Church Road and around the Village Hall have been pruned 

extensively.  

 

With the help of a grant from the British Heart Foundation, we installed two Public Access 

defibrillators; one on the Pebble Hill site office and the other on the Village Hall.  The Village 

Shop made a donation of the full cost of one more, which was installed on the shop building.  

These are all checked regularly by Cllr Denis Standen.  Parish councillor Shaun Betts plans to 

continue regular CPR training and the parish council hopes the ambulance service will offer 

defibrillator training.    

 

Councillors have been busy attending over 40 meetings of the Parish Council, its committees 

and working groups and countless external meetings, on local plan issues, conservation and 

highway matters.   

 

The Council is grateful for the contribution of the non-council members of Save Radley 

Village, Footpath Warden John Orchard who walks and provides reports on the public 

footpaths and not least the numerous volunteers and contributors from inside and outside the 

village who enable the Garden Competition to run each year in June.    

 

I am grateful to all our councillors for their dedication to our village, and for their varied 

expertise and advice on specific matters.  Finally, I would like to record my sincere thanks on 

behalf of all the Parish Council to our clerk, Jane Dymock whose work on our behalf, and in 
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keeping our business up to date and accurate makes our job as councillors so much more 

effective.  Thank you, Jane. 

 

 

REPORT ON THE ACCOUNTS FOR TH E YEAR ENDING 31
ST

 MARCH 2016 

A summary of payment and receipts for 2015/16 has been circulated to the meeting. 

 

Income:  

At the start of the year, the Council held a balance of £155,629. The precept received was 

£51,882 and the remainder of the receipts amounted to £13,982.   

 

The Council holds general reserves to cover running costs and earmarked allocated to 

replacing play area equipment, IT replacement and election costs, with the major part 

allocated to priorities identified by the Neighbourhood Plan.   

 

At present, the parish council anticipates that these will be village hall provision, purchase of 

land and land for allotments. 

 

Expenditure:  

The total expenditure (including VAT) for 2015/16 was £45,400 compared with £62,996 for 

the year before.    

 

The main items of expenditure were:  

 

Administration:  This heading includes all running costs including wages, expenses, and 

insurance.  It also includes £2,770 spent to date on the Neighbourhood Plan. 

I’m pleased to say that day to day running costs have remained stable.    

 

During the year the Council made grants to:   

 

South and Vale Carers 

 

258 

Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau 1,030 

Radley PCC (Radley News)  

 

300 

Radley PCC (Upkeep of the Lower Churchyard) 840 

Abingdon Passion Play 50 

  

  

Total 2,478 

 

Playing Field and pavilion:   The Parish Council’s expenditure under this heading covers the 

running costs of the sports pavilion and playing field.    

 

Play Area:  MRH Services undertake a quarterly inspection and PlaySafety (RoSPA) 

undertake an annual inspection of the equipment and its surroundings and the Parish Council 

continues to carry out maintenance as it is needed. 

 

Conservation:  The main spend here is on gardening (grass and hedge cutting around the 

village) and litter collection.   

 

This item also includes the Garden Competition.  The Council is always grateful for the 

donations received from local businesses which offset the cost. 
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Village improvements:  

 

Three defibrillators were installed: the two on the Village Hall and on the Pebble Hill site 

office supported by grants from the British Heart Foundation and the third provided by a grant 

from Radley Village Shop and installed on the site of the shop. 

 

The open noticeboard at the Lower Radley turn was upgraded. 

 

 

PLANS FOR THE YEAR FROM 1
ST

 APRIL 2016:  

 

The Council has budgeted for spending amounting to £84,000 this year. 

 

The main items of expenditure are expected to be: 

 The Neighbourhood Plan (part supported by grants from the District Council and 

government). 

 Gardening, including verges.  The County Council’s offer to parish councils to take on 

non-statutory highway functions proved onerous, so the parish council did not take up 

the offer.  The parish council will support a volunteer to continue to cut a limited 

number of grass verges as a gesture of goodwill and anticipates that residents will 

continue to look after other areas. 

 Reflective lines to delineate the edges of the footpath from Whites Lane to Twelve 

Acre Drive.   

 Two new bus shelters: in Church Road and on Kennington Road.  

 Prune trees on parish land. 

 

The Parish Council has for the third year maintained the Band D equivalent council at the 

same rate.  A slight increase in the tax base meant that the precept claimed was £51,882.  The 

remainder of the budget will be supported by grants and from reserves. 

 

The 2014/15 accounts were approved unconditionally by the External Auditor in June 2015.    

 

We are submitting the accounts and estimates to the meeting for discussion. 

 

April 2016 
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(UNAUDITED) FINANCIAL REPORT for the year to March 31 2016

Income 2015-16 2014-15

Precept 51,882.00 51,948.00

CTRS Grant 1,712.00 2,319.00

Bank Interest 568.79 568.71

Garden Competition Donations 200.00 650.00

Grants 5,549

Village Hall Litter Cleaning 148.42 148.42

Allotments Rent & Water Charge 106.00 111.20

Playing Field Rent 1,090.00 1,060.00

VAT refund 4,608.09 2,116.39

65,864.30 58,921.72

Expenditure

Administration

Overheads 28,506.55 27,566.37

Grants 2,478.00 4,240.00

Playing Field and pavilion 4,747.63 3,996.93

Play Area 1,242.31 1,248.91

Conservation 3,905.06 8,915.53

Village improvements 1,902.14 11,997.96

General maintenance 527.87 420.00

Contingency

VAT 2,090.85 4,608.09

45,400.41 62,993.79

Brought forward 155,629.71 159,701.78

Carried forward 176,093.60 155,629.71

General reserves 36,143.60

Earmarked reserves itemised below: 139,950.00

Play area replacement fund 42,000.00

56,000.00

Election expenses (£1,250/yr) 0.00

Vision and scoping statement 1,000.00

Energy saving measures 15,000.00

Footpath 8 10,000.00

Conservation Working Group 750.00

Legal expenses 15,000.00

I.T. replacements £200/yr 200.00

April 2016

Neighbourhood Plan 

priorities (Village hall 

provision/purchase of 

land/land for allotments 

 


