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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF RADLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE 

CHURCH ROOM, RADLEY ON THURSDAY 23
rd

 FEBRUARY 2017 at 7.30pm 

 

PRESENT: Crs J Standen (in the chair), Betts, Dudding, Henderson, Johnston, 

Pasquire Crowley, D Standen and Wittneben. 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Two members of the public and the clerk.  

  

15/17 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  

Apologies were received from Crs Kallie and Walker.  

  

16/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  None 

DISPENSATIONS:  None were requested.  

  

17/17 MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:   

Mr. Lawrence reported that at his instigation bus stop displays now read “Oxford” 

rather than “Oxford via”. 

Cr Johnston reported that there was no decision yet on where buses would turn if not 

permitted to use Queen Street. 

  

18/17 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 23
rd

 JANUARY 2017:  

Amendment to item 06/17: Cr Wittneben had raised 4 points of issue: publicity, 

screening on Kennington Road, contaminated land and the risk of sewage flooding 

on Kennington Road 

With that amendment, the minutes were RESOLVED to be a true record of the 

proceedings.  

That apart, there were no matters arising not appearing elsewhere on the agenda. 

  

19/17 POLICE MATTERS:   

 There had been a series of attempted break-ins to vehicles in Kennington and 

damage to cars in St James Road, Radley. 

  

20/17 PLANNING MATTERS:  

(a) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN:   

 i Neighbourhood Plan update by Cr Dudding: 

Neighbourhood Plan consultation 

The consultation on the draft plan ended on 10 February. We received [36] 

responses from individuals and 21 from organisations including 5 from local 

organisations (the primary school, the shop committee, the United Benefice, 

Friends of Radley Lakes and Abingdon Naturalists Society), 6 from developers 

and their representatives and 10 from public bodies. All responses are on the 

website. 

 

Comments from local people and bodies were predominantly supportive, some 

strongly so. There were a number of suggestions, dealing predominantly with 

roads, pedestrian and cycling issues but also including a proposal that we press 

for community space alongside the proposed retail unit at the South Kennington 

site. There were a range of views on the policies for community facilities in 

Radley village and some opposition to our support for access to the station via 

Shaw’s Copse. The Governors of Radley primary school want more to be done 

through the Plan to provide for the needs of the school. 
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Turning to developers, comments from Pegasus on behalf of Redrow were 

largely positive and constructive though not all proposed policies were accepted. 

Radley College and their advisers offered little support for our policies and 

criticised us for lack of stakeholder engagement, the latter coming as a bit of a 

surprise as we have met them 9 times over the last 20 months. The South Radley 

site developers argued that we should have allocated their site for housing. CEG 

– the North Abingdon site developers – did not comment 

 

The statutory agencies raised some points which we need to look at carefully, 

including the suggestion that any support for a new link road from Thrupp Lane 

connecting to Audlett Drive or Barton Road will need to be preceded by a Flood 

Risk Assessment.  

 

In a disappointing development, Vale of White Horse officers informed us on 10 

February of their conclusion that our support for a new link road from Thrupp 

Lane will trigger the need for a Strategic Environmental Assessment. This view 

was first mentioned to us as a possible conclusion the week before, and came 9 

months after I first wrote to them specifically asking for advice on our Radley 

Lakes Strategy.  

 

Next steps are: 

• We need to decide whether to revise the draft Plan to water down the 

Radley Lakes strategy or to undertake an SEA. The latter would be likely to 

delay progress in making the Plan by several months. I have applied for grant to 

support the cost of an SEA if we decide to go down that route. I expect to put a 

recommendation to the Council on that at the next meeting. 

• Meetings are being arranged with the primary school and Radley College 

to explore their concerns. A meeting with the Benefice and Kennington PC 

about facilities at the South Kennington site is also on the cards.  

• Work is underway on a full analysis of all the responses to inform 

decisions on amendments. 

(b) STRATEGIC SITES: 

 

 

Cr J Standen, Richard Dudding and the clerk had attended the North Radley 

development forum which was agreed to be very helpful and positive.   

 

 

South Kennington developers would consider whether they wished to carry out 

engagement through the structure of a development forum. 

 

 

A meeting had been held with the District Council on the North Abingdon 

development which had gone through points raised and was thought to be very 

helpful.   

It was noted that Abingdon Town Council had not responded to the North 

Abingdon application.   

The Planning Policy group was doing work to cost development contributions to 

feed into the development control process. 

 

 

Cr Wittneben reported a Freedom of Information response regarding 

contamination on land adjacent to the South Kennington site.  She was asked to 

forward the information to the Neighbourhood Plan group for consideration by 

the Infrastructure group.  

(c) ALLOTMENT SITE: The levels survey and highways report had been received and 

West Waddy would be asked to meet the allotments group.  
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21/17 FINANCIAL MATTERS:  

(a) GOOSEACRE:  

Football Club members had attended a meeting on the Finance and Administration 

committee on 21
st
 February at which the Club had offered to pay an increase of £500 

over the £1000 rent for the current season. It was proposed by Cr Johnston and 

RESOLVED that it should be delegated to the Finance and Administration 

committee to consider this offer and report to the March meeting.  

(b) Feedback from Internal Audit training:  It was noted that the main recommendation 

for councillors to consider is that councillors should be active in internal audit.  The 

clerk would action other items.  

(c) It was AGREED that the clerk would attend  Allotments training in Oxford on 6
th

 

March at a cost of £145+VAT 

(d) It was proposed by Cr Johnston, seconded by Cr Betts and RESOLVED that the 

Retirement group could hold a car boot sale on the playing field on the day of the 

flower show with conditions:    

 Parking only round the edge of the field where the ground is hard,  

 There must be proper marshalling and supervision of cars. 

 The Council reserved the right to impose further conditions or withdraw 

permission if the ground is too soft for vehicles.  

(e) Cr Wittneben proposed that the Council should conduct a risk analysis of the 

junction Sugworth Lane onto Oxford Road.  It was understood that the 

Neighbourhood Plan Infrastructure group recommended this stretch of road for a 

speed restriction. 

It was RESOLVED by a majority that this should be revisited when the 

Neighbourhood Plan was in place. Cr Wittneben voted against the resolution. 

It was RESOLVED that the Council would ask Highways to refresh the markings 

on Oxford Road.    

(f) Cr Wittneben proposed that the Council should conduct an independent study of the 

sewage system alongside Kennington Road where the Kennington South, Radley, 

strategic site is located with recommendations on how to address the existing 

problems.   It was agreed that the Council would press for a Grampian condition on 

the South Kennington site that houses could not be occupied without such a study 

being carried out.   

(g) It was RESOLVED that the Council would make a S137 grant to the PCC of £900 

towards maintenance costs for the Lower Churchyard over the summer of 2016. It 

was noted that the application to close the Lower Churchyard was progressing, 

though very slowly.  

(h) The organisers of the Abingdon marathon had made a donation of £200 in 

recognition of the disruption caused by the event. 

It was agreed that it would be added to the grants budget.  

(i) The quarterly playground report advised 

 Cradle swing seats are at present serviceable, will need to be replaced this 

year. 

 Ramp timber is in stock and will be replaced. 

 Safety surface to be replaced when the weather is better. 

 Splits in the concrete path constitute a trip hazard – MRH Services advise the 

best remedy is to take out and replace and are pricing for the work.   

The Council is RESOLVED to delegate to the clerk with the chairman, chairman of 

finance to consider advice and quote for the path when received so that it could be 

actioned without delay. 

(j) PAYMENTS were authorised:  
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Income 

    

 

Thames Water Refund for electricity 

used during Flygt pump 

adoption 

135.00   

 

Abingdon 

marathon 

Donation 200.00 

  

 Radley Youth Out of season use 2016 50.00   

Expenditure  

   16 02 17  

   Chq Supplier Item Gross Ref Power to act 

1216 Leach Print Neighbourhood Plan 

printing 

262.00  LG Act 1972 S111 

1217 HVJ Transport Transport survey 595.00 117/16b) LG Act 1972 S111 

1218 cancelled    LG Act 1972 s 111 

1219 Castle Water Water supply pavilion 406.40  LG (Misc 

Provisions) Act 

1976 

1220 British Gas Gas supply pavilion 20.65  LG (Misc 

Provisions) Act 

1976 

1221 SH Lewis Clean bus shelters (2 

quarters) 

192.00 53/16 d) LG (Misc 

Provisions) Act 

1953 s4 

23 02 17     

1222 HMRC PAYE, NI 256.38  LGAct 1972 s112 

1223 OCC Pension 

fund 

Pension contributions 393.69 42/12 LGAct 1972 s112 

1224 Mrs J Dymock Neighbourhood Plan 

Admin (net) 

142.22 161/15a) 

iv 

LG Act 1972 s111 

1225 ST Grounds 

Maintenance 

Empty play area bin 50.00 53/16d) Public Health Act 

1894 

1226 MRH Services Play Area inspection 44.75 53/16d)  

1227 Radley PCC Grant towards Lower 

Churchyard the cost of 

maintenance 

900.00 21/17g) LG Act 1972 s137 

1228 SLCC 

Enterprises Ltd 

Clerk training 174.00 21/17d) LG Act 1972 s111 

DD Thames Water Water supply allotments 11.74  Allotments Act 

1950 

SO Mrs J E Dymock Clerk net Salary 

(March) 

1,074.05 

 

LGAct 1972 s112 

Litter Act  

  

Village cleaner  net salary (April) 

 

 

Refunds:  Telephone line rental (March) 

 

LGAct 1972 s111 
 

  

(k) Tree works around the pond had been carried out.  Some work which required the 

use of a cherry picker would be carried out by mid-March.  

(l) The reconciliation was noted. 

(m) The monthly finance report was noted. 

  

22/17 REPORTS FROM THE DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS 

(a) CR BLAGROVE  
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(i) Cr Blagrove had sent a written report:  

Council 15th Feb 

Council met last week and approved the Budget for the forthcoming year.  It 

includes a modest and necessary £5 increase on District Council Tax.  The grant 

from local government is reducing dramatically so this modest increase will help to 

keep services at their current high level. 

The Future of Local Government 

Further discussions took place regarding the single unitary model and council agreed 

to support, in principal, this model but wants to seek further assurances and 

clarification on how the ‘local’ stays in local government.  This is believed to be best 

achieved by the set-up of ‘Area Boards’, nit until the area committees within the 

Vale now, but with a much broader spectrum of responsibilities than our area 

committees. 

It was pointed out that there are still those that believe the City and Districts are 

being abolished and the county being reorganised in to a Unitary County Council.  

This is not the case.  All six councils, City, Vale, South, West, Cherwell & County 

will all be abolished and a new council built ‘from scratch’.  

Local Plan Part 2 

I am expecting us to receive more detailed briefings in the coming weeks, but noises 

are still very much that further sites in Radley won’t be included. 

(b) CR JOHNSTON:  
Cr Johnston reported that 

 The County’s budget had been carried by one vote.   

 Moving tributes were made to former County Councillor and Radley resident 

David Buckle. 

 The County was planning for a completely new unitary authority.   

 He would be attending a briefing on the Local Plan part 2 on Tuesday28th 

February.  

 The Vale budget had allocated a large amount to providing leisure facilities in 

the west of the Vale.  This tied in with the Infrastructure Delivery Plan and CIL 

receipts were being pooled.  

 Although the CIL hearing had been delayed, Vale officers expected CIL to be in 

place by May. 

  

23/17 HIGHWAY MATTERS:  

(a) The contractor was being recalled to put right road repairs at the Kennington 

Road/Sugworth Lane junction. 

(b) SPEED LIMIT KENNINGTON ROAD: The clerk was asked to check with 

Highways that changing the speed limit on the national speed limit stretch between 

Sugworth Lane and Radley College was within policy and to report to the March 

meeting.  

(c) DRAINS IN STONHOUSE CRESCENT:  A resident reports the storm drains were 

cleared in the last week.  Gullies were cleared in September.   

(d) Planned A34 closures were noted. 

(e) The clerk had passed a resident report of a serious problem with dog fouling on the 

pavement between the shop and school to Biffa.   
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(f) OCC Traffic Advice and Design had explained:  “There are not meant to be weight 

limit signs at the Kennington Road end of Sugworth Lane. The weight limit is a 

Zone that has terminal points at various locations around the area such as the west 

end of Sugworth Lane, Kennington Road just south of the southern by-pass, 

Foxborough Rd / Church Rd, Radley (by the railway station) etc.”. 

(g) The clerk reported that Thames Water had been working to replace the drain 

connecting Radley Primary School to the main in Church Road.   

They were also starting to replace a section of sewer in Lower Radley just over the 

bridge, it had been discovered last year to have a sunken section and was being 

repaired now as planned maintenance. 

  

24/17 CONSERVATION: None 

(a) The decision on the date for this year’s Garden Competition was delegated to the 

working group.    

(b) Cr Wittneben pointed out that Oxford has been named as one of the worst places in 

the UK for air pollution and said that Radley itself suffers the effects of diesel trains 

and wood burning stoves.  She suggested that the Council should press developers 

not to fit wood burning stoves in new developments. 

It was RESOLVED that Cr Wittneben would proposed a draft policy with 

supporting evidence for the Neighbourhood Plan steering group to consider for 

inclusion in the Plan.  Cr Johnston would provide a briefing paper.  

(c) Cr Betts reported that the Bowyer Arms had offered to be the base for the proposed 

litter pick in April on a date to be agreed. 

  

25/17 THRUPP LANE ISSUES:   

 It has been reported that the Traffic Commissioner had approved the HGV licences 

associated with the Terrafirma planning approval with restrictions on operating times 

so that there can be no activity before 7am and after 8pm Monday to Friday, before 

7am and after 4pm on Saturday and at all on Sundays.  

  

26/17 GOVERNANCE REVIEW:  

(a) The Council OBJECTED to Abingdon Town Council’s intention to apply for the 

land at Lodge Hill to be transferred to Abingdon.  The Council AGREED that this 

question should not be considered until after the houses were built and should be put 

through the full due process involving the Boundary Commission. 

  

27/17 MATTERS FOR REPORT: There were none. 

  

28/17 CONFIRMATION OF THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING as 

Thursday 23
rd

 March 2017 at 7.30pm in the Church Room. 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………………………Date………………… 

  (Chairman) 

 

 


