
Radley Parish Council 

141 

26
th

 May 2017 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF RADLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE 

CHURCH ROOM, RADLEY ON THURSDAY 22
nd

 JUNE 2017 at 7.30pm 

 

PRESENT: Crs Pasquire Crowley (in the chair), Dudding, Henderson, Johnston, 

Kallie and Yorston. 

IN ATTENDANCE:  The clerk.  

  

77/17 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Crs Betts, D Standen, J Standen and Wittneben 

  

78/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  None 

DISPENSATIONS:  None were requested.  

  

79/17 MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  None 

  

80/17 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 25
th

 MAY 2017:  

The minutes were RESOLVED to be an accurate record of the proceedings.  

  

81/17 POLICE MATTERS:  

(a) VANDALISM: The police had interviewed the 12 year old who broke into the 

pavilion on Easter Saturday and the justice ministry young offenders unit based at 

Abingdon police station would be working with the youth.   

(b) A CRIME PREVENTION EVENT was planned in Radley Village Hall on the 23rd 

June, between 5pm-6pm. 

(c) NO COLD CALLING ZONE: Trading Standards advised that zones were more 

effective if they covered a discrete area.  It was RESOLVED that they should be 

asked to designate the centre of the village and the mobile home parks.    

  

82/17 PLANNING MATTERS: 

(a) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN:    

C Dudding reported that:  

 AECOM was making progress with the SEA scoping report.  She had 

attended a meeting at the Vale regarding the Radley Lakes policy and 

thought that a form of words was agreed. 

 She hoped to have the document redrafted during August to resubmit in 

September. 

 The Neighbourhood Plan group was due to meet, mainly as an update. 

 The main area that was still unresolved was the location of the village hall 

and playing field and there had been resurgence in the pro-moving lobby. 

 A representative of the Clinical Commission group would speak at the 

beginning of the meeting and had proposed that there would be a branch 

surgery of the Long Furlong surgery on the North Abingdon site.  

(b) STRATEGIC SITES: 

North West Radley:   

 There was still no application lodged. 

 The church housing group had asked for a meeting with the bursars of Radley 

College to discuss issues around linking the site to the village and access. 

 An approach had been received from the Daily Mail for information on the 

North Radley site.  

North Abingdon: 



Radley Parish Council 

142 

26
th

 May 2017 

 Cr Dudding reported that the planning application had been due to go to 

committee the previous Tuesday but had been deferred because of an 

unresolved objection by the Environment Agency. 

 The developers were running a liaison group which had been helpful, as was 

the officer’s report. 

 The Council would continue to press the issue of the cycle track towards the 

station which had support from Oxfordshire County Council and Abingdon 

Town Council.   

 The group had pressed for the housing mix to include more smaller homes 

and had asked for support through S106 for the Neighbourhood Plan Radley 

Lakes policy. The Vale had stated that S106 will support off-site recreation. 

The Parish Council agreed that the Radley Lakes strategy was of greater 

importance than off-site recreation. 

 A significant issue had been raised over how many houses can be built before 

the funding for the A34 slips is in place.  This also affects the other strategic 

sites. 

 Proposed by C Henderson, seconded by Cr Johnston, the Council 

RESOLVED to support an objection to any planning approval being granted 

before funding for the slips is in place.  

South Kennington: 

 Cr Henderson reported that an initial meeting of the developer forum had 

been held and set in motion potential other meetings.  A meeting the 

following week was expected to look at access and the pedestrian crossings.    

(c) Sunningwell Parish Council had suggested that Parish Councils of 

South Hinksey, Sunningwell, Wootton, Radley and Kennington may wish to form a 

group, comprising a councillor from each parish, to meet and discuss topics of 

mutual interest or concern.  It was proposed by Cr Dudding, seconded by Cr 

Henderson and AGREED that this was a useful initiative and that either a councillor 

or a member of the Neighbourhood Plan steering group should attend.  

The Council would suggest that St Helens Without should also be included. 

(d) J Curtis planning application: It was RESOLVED that the Council would write to 

the Vale stating their concerns that this was not moving forward. Cr Johnston would 

also follow up with officers.  

(e) It was RESOLVED that membership of the Vale Parish Partners would be deferred 

until the purpose of the group was clearer.  Cr Johnston would be the Council’s 

named member at the first meeting in the interim.  

  

83/17 FINANCIAL MATTERS:  

(a) The report of the Internal Auditor was received and actions noted: 

• Clerk to ensure that all documents are clearly indexed. 

• Committee to consider the IA’s comments on simplifying reports.   

(b) It was AGREED that Cr Kallie should be the fifth cheque signatory on the Parish 

Council account, replacing Cr Walker. 

(c) The Football Club’s counter-proposal on the lease for next year was AGREED with 

stipulations as agreed at the February meeting of the Finance and Administration 

committee.  

(d) It was proposed by Cr Johnston, seconded by Cr Yorston and AGREED that the 

Council should accept BMA Varsity’s quote dated 14 June for changing of the 

pavilion locks. 

(e) Terms of reference for a playing field committee were AGREED. 
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(f) The Council discussed the Village Hall’s concern about damage being caused by 

footballs being kicked against the gable wall of the Village Hall and agreed that it 

would be too expensive to construct a wall so RESOLVED to erect a fence in the 

field in front of the gable wall. 

The clerk was asked to seek quotes for a half height and a full height fence. 

(g) A change of pavilion suppliers was noted. 

(h) Thames Water’s electricity supply was in place and they have assumed all 

responsibility for the sewage pump serving the pavilion. 

(i) The clerk and chairman had considered the position of the proposed bus shelter 

opposite Radley College and concluded that since the railings were installed as a 

preventative measure following a fatal accident, they should remain in place and the 

shelter should be installed behind them. 

Actions outstanding:  

 Advise Radley College of the proposed position and design of shelters  

 Liaise OCC re bus shelters 

   Organise concrete bases for new bus shelters 

 Order bus shelters directly with 

supplier 

 
 

(j) It was noted that the Annual Return wass with the External Auditor. The period 

for the exercise of electors’ rights started on 8 June when the Annual return was 

posted on the website and would run to 20 July. 

 

  

84/17 REPORTS FROM THE DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

(a) COUNTY:  Cr Johnston noted that part of Foxborough Road was being resurfaced.  

He reported that: 

The County was in the midst of induction sessions for the new councillors. 

He was to speak on transport and had submitted questions on the Great Western 

electrification scheme. 

The new pension committee would meet shortly with all new members.  

(b) DISTRICT:  

Cr Johnston reported that a decision to dispense with the Chief Executive would be 

ratified the following week. It was now known that the 5 councils outsourcing 

wasn’t going well and payroll was behind schedule.  

 Cr Blagrove had submitted a written report which was taken as read:  

North Abingdon Development 

This was due to go to planning on Tuesday (20
th

) but was cancelled due to a new 

holding objection from the Environment Agency.  I have made a submission on this 

planning application to support the Parish Councils own submission. 

Pebble Hill & Woodlands Issues 

I have noted Chris’ emails and have started investigations as to who the lead 

officer on this is (not sure if Bob has got any further than me on this?  I am very 

happy to meet with Chris and any other PC members to discuss further.  

Oxford flood alleviation scheme consultation  

The Environment Agency is holding a public consultation on the design of the 

Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme from 22 June to 20 July.  They are holding drop-

in events at local libraries for the general public - there are two local to the Vale 

Friday 30 June, 2-7pm at Kennington Library  

Abbey Meadow new play park 
The official opening of the new play park at Abingdon's Abbey Meadow took place 

at 1pm on Thursday 15 June, with new Chairman Cllr Reg Waite cutting the ribbon. 

http://southandvale.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33bec1cf8b5523ad47c7183a0&id=84871b52be&e=5e70950ed9
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 Local school children, who have helped design the area, were present to enjoy the 

celebration. 

We've already had some fantastic coverage and great feedback on social media on 

the new £320,000 play park at Abingdon's Abbey Meadow.  The park features a 

Grand Abbey climbing area, ‘Abingdon Lock’ river scene, sensory area and play 

garden, an area for ball games and lots of traditional play equipment. 

  

85/17 HIGHWAY MATTERS:  

(a) FOR REPORT TO HIGHWAYS: 

 Sugworth Lane outside no 134:  It had been understood that the contractor 

would be asked to redo the repair. Cr Johnston would ask for explanation of 

the current repair. 

 It was RESOLVED that the Council would request a weight limit repeater 

sign at the Kennington Road end of Sugworth Lane. 

 Concrete in the bus layby at New Road has been repaired. 

(b) KENNINGTON ROAD: In response to ongoing complaints at the condition of the 

hedges and verge between Pebble Hill and Woodlands, it was RESOLVED that 

Berinsfield should be asked to cut the offending stretch of verge. 

The Council would, however, inform the resident that budget would not permit it to 

take on cutting the village verges under licence from OCC.   

(c) ROAD RESURFACING:   OCC had reported: “The works on Foxborough Road are 

routine maintenance.  We take into consideration things like visual inspections, 

machine survey data and defect history to prioritise locations.  In this particular 

instance I was in the area for something else and noted the condition of the road 

surface.  On my return to the office I carried out some investigations and based on 

my findings, I added it the list of my local schemes.” 

(d) CONCERN that the visibility for traffic emerging from the St James 

Road/Foxborough Road junction is compromised by the fence on the west side of the 

junction.  It was RESOLVED that the Council should advise that it is not OCC 

policy to install mirrors.  

  

86/17 CONSERVATION:  

(a) GARDEN COMPETITION: 1
st 

July – arrangements were in hand. 

(b)  REPORT OF THE ASH RESTORATION SITE VISIT was received.  The Council 

was pleased to hear of current restoration works but concerned that there was a risk 

that restoration would not continue past 2020. 

(c) Berinsfield had cleaned, oiled and returned the benches. 

(d) Berinsfield had cleared back the sides of footpath 8.  It will be an agenda item at 

budget time to consider allocating budget to regular maintenance.  

(e) POND GROUP was due to meet to consider the report on 4 July.  Radley College 

have offered a number of volunteers to do some work around the pond. 

(f) Ian Smith from Freshwater Habitats Trust had tested the water in the village pond.  

He was sampling ponds across the south midlands to test the methodology for testing 

for great crested newts.  

  

87/17 THRUPP LANE ISSUES:   
Cr Johnston reported that the County was now involved in the CLEUD issue and the 

Vale promised a decision shortly. 

  

88/17 It was proposed by Cr Johnston, seconded by Cr Pasquire Crowley and 
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RESOLVED that the Council would make representations to the Vale on the current 

management of Pebble Hill and Woodlands.  

  

89/17 CO-OPTION:  As there had been no requests for an election to fill the vacancy, the 

Council would move to co-option and would invite expressions of interest by 

Monday 17 July so that the Council could co-opt at the July meeting.  

  

90/17 CORRESPONDENCE: None 

  

91/17 MATTERS FOR REPORT: There were none. 

  

 It was delegated to the clerk with the chairman to approve the cheques for payment: 

 Income   

  Radley Village Hall Litter collection grant 148.20   

HMRC VAT refund 2,272.04   

  2,420.24   

Expenditure  

   Chq Supplier Item Gross Ref Power to act 

25-05-17     

101264 HMRC Employee PAYE  144.16  LGAct 1972 

s112 

  Employee NIC    

  Employer NIC    

101265 OCC Pension 

fund 

Employee pension 

contributions 

338.62 42/12 LGAct 1972 

s112 

  Employer pension 

contributions 

  LGAct 1972 

s112 

101266 Oxford Tree 

Surgeons 

Clear ground, tree 

surgery pond area 

1020.00  LG Act 1972 s 

111,112 

101267 Berinsfield 

Community 

Business 

Gardening 1834.35 53/16(d) LG(Misc 

Provisions)1976 

  Clean benches    

  Clean sides Footpath 8    

101268 Jon Sherwood Grass cutting expenses 95.00  Highways Act 

1980, s.96 

101269 ST Grounds 

Maintenance 

Empty Play area bin 200.00 117/16b) Litter Act 1983 

ss5.6 

  Clear ditch    

101270 Mrs J E 

Dymock 

Refund payment of gas 

account 

179.52  

 

101271 Playdale 

Playgrounds 

Play Area inspection 234.00  

 

SO 

  

Mrs J E 

Dymock 

Clerk salary, village 

cleaner salary, 

telephone line rental 

1089.20  LGAct 1972 

s112 

 

Signed……………………………………………………………Date………………… 

  (Chairman) 

 


