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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF RADLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE 

CHURCH ROOM, RADLEY ON THURSDAY 26th APRIL 2018 at 7.30pm 

 

PRESENT: Crs J Standen, Dudding, Henderson, Johnston, Pasquire Crowley, D 

Standen, Walton, Wittneben, Yorston 

IN ATTENDANCE:  20 members of the public and the clerk.  

  

52/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Crs Betts, Kallie 

  

53/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  Cr Walton declared an interest in item 7(d) as 

a member of the Governing Body of Radley Primary School. 

DISPENSATIONS:  None requested. 

  

54/18 MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

 (a) Mrs Jessop reported that children living close to St Swithuns school were not 

allocated places there this year and had instead been offered places at Rose Hill 

school.  She would be appealing the decision that this was the next closest school.  

OCC’s statutory safe walking route to Rose Hill was over the river and the water 

meadow, which was often flooded in winter.  It was noted that 9 children living 

within catchment were not allocated places at Radley Primary School this year   

• RESOLVED:  The Council would to write to OCC questioning designated 

safe walking route.  The County Councillor was also asked to follow this up. 

(b) On behalf of the governors of Radley Primary School, Nick Wright said: 

 The governing body was concerned that lack of funding meant that the school 

would be unable to meet the future needs of the village.   

 They had been told that OCC’s plans for the school would involve expansion 

rather than replacement of the existing buildings.   

 This background explained why the offer from Radley College was so attractive 

as it would give the governing body the opportunity to lead the process of school 

expansion.  In their view, the development of Gooseacre was a small sacrifice. 

(c) John Platts on behalf of Thrupp Lane and Gooseacre residents said: 

 Residents understood that Radley College was again pursuing the development of 

open space in Gooseacre.   

 There was a history of objections to developing Gooseacre and the open space 

was highly valued by the community.   

 He understood the primary school’s difficult position but didn’t understand why 

Radley College would only support expansion through the development of 

Gooseacre.   

He asked the Council to support the retention of Gooseacre as an open space and ask 

Radley College to freely gift funds to the school to support its expansion. 

  

55/18 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 22nd MARCH 2018:  

RESOLVED:  

With amendments as agreed, the Council RESOLVED to accept the minutes as a 

true record of the meeting. 

 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:  

(a) Post Office Van:  The Post Office outreach van had already started to at visit the 

village on Tuesday mornings between 9 and 10am.  After a short time on its first day 

of operation, it had moved from the car park of the Bowyer Arms to the Village 
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Shop car park. Cr Walton reported that the Bowyer Arms had been in touch with the 

post office asking for clarity on the location of the van.   

Action:  Clerk to seek the shop’s views on the post office van relocating to the 

village shop car park. 

 RESOLVED: Following feedback from the Retirement Group who meet and 

have their trips on a Tuesday, the Council would ask if the Post Office could 

offer an alternate day.  

  

56/18 POLICE MATTERS:   

(a) There were no matters to be raised with the police. 

(b) Smartwater marking:  There was nothing further at present. 

  

57/18 PLANNING MATTERS: 

(a) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN:  Cr Dudding reported that the Neighbourhood Plan 

was currently with the independent examiner and the working group had responded 

to his technical queries.  There had been 41 responses: 21 of these individual, 6 from 

local bodies, 5 from developers and the remainder from infrastructure and other 

statutory bodies.  All of the responses were on the Vale of White Horse website. The 

Council should hear from the inspector in the next 2 to 3 weeks, after which there 

would be amendments to consider. It was hoped the plan would reach the 

referendum stage over the summer. 

(b) STRATEGIC SITES: Cr Dudding reported that the Neighbourhood Plan/Planning 

Policy group had met to consider the line to be taken on both applications. 

(i) SOUTH KENNINGTON: 

The Council’s objection had raised, among other items, housing mix and the impact 

of traffic on Sugworth Lane. There was a particular concern about how CIL from 

both sites would be distributed, particularly the contribution to schools and health.   

OCC had objected on traffic grounds, which would require further amendment and 

resubmission and would further delay the application. 

(ii) NORTH WEST RADLEY: The Council had maintained its objection on the grounds 

of lack of connectivity to the existing village and was disappointed that nothing had 

been done to address concerns.   

The quality of the biodiversity audit had been questioned.  

 Changes to the application on cycle tracks and junctions were welcomed.   

 The badger group was still not happy with how the application responded to 

the presence of badgers on site.  

(iii) NORTH ABINGDON: Cr Dudding had attended a stakeholder meeting, which had 

discussed community facilities on that site. 

(c) The Council received notes of a meeting regarding road safety around the school. 

They noted that the OCC officer had taken away actions regarding markings and 

signage.  It was noted that the school’s view was that the changes proposed by 

Radley College’s application for development in Church Road to be implemented as 

soon as possible.  

Action: Cr Walton to make a proposal for discussion at the next meeting. 

(d) INITIATIVE BY RADLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL GOVERNORS:  

It was proposed by Cr Henderson that a working group should be convened to 

consider the expansion of Radley Primary School with terms of reference as set out 

in the note at Annex A.  

• RESOLVED (with Cr Wittneben dissenting) to convene a working group. 

• RESOLVED that Cr Henderson should convene and chair the group. 
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(e) SCHOOL PLACES:  

• RESOLVED that the Council should write to OCC asking them to explain 

their decision that the designated safe walking route to Rose Hill Primary 

School from Kennington is via the Thames footbridge and the water 

meadow. 

It was noted that this year there were 23 applicants to Radley Primary school and in 

recent years no more than 15. 

• RESOLVED that the Council should contact the business manager at St 

Swithuns in Kennington asking for assurance that the school does not require 

any provision from CIL from the South Kennington development to cater for 

increasing numbers. 

• RESOLVED that the Council should write to OCC asking for their view on 

the increase in the school age population this year.   

  

58/18 FINANCIAL MATTERS:  

(a) • RESOLVED to approve the recommendations of the 12 April meeting of the 

Finance and Administration committee:   

 • APPROVED the accounts to the Council for submission to the auditor. 

• APPROVED the budget report and revised estimates. 

• APPROVED the following items arising from the revised estimates: 

 The rent charged to RYFC for the 2018-19 season should increase by £300 to 

£1800 as part of an ongoing strategy to increase the club’s rent in stages so 

that, at the minimum, it covers costs arising directly from their usage. This 

would follow an increase from £1000 to £1500 last year. 

 The clerk’s salary should be pegged to a point in the local government scale. 

 A budget of £5,000 should be allocated to protection for the village hall 

gable. 

 A contractor should be asked to remove the debris from clearing around the 

village pond. 

 The Council should ask the county councillor what items of highway 

improvements could be sought from his ward funding budget. 

 Annual items should be added to Gardening Schedule. 

• APPROVED the following recommendations arising from data protection 

regulations: 

 The Council should adopt new and revised data protection policies as 

circulated. 

 The clerk should email the circulation list asking people a) if they wish to 

remain on the current list to be informed of planning issues and b) if they 

would like to be added to a circulation for general village issues. 

 A councillor should be appointed to the role of data protection officer.   

 Dedicated Parish Council email addresses and online storage should be set up 

using G-Suite.   

 Time should be allocated for the clerk and contractor to put the above in 

place. 

• RESOLVED that the Council should ADOPT updated:  

 Internal audit procedures  

 Draft asset register  

 Risk assessments 

• RESOLVED to allocate a budget of £500 to updating the parish council laptop. 
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(b) • RESOLVED to update the standing order following clerk and village cleaner 

salary increases, increase in phone line rental. 

(c) The reconciliation was received. 

(d) The monthly finance report was received. 

(e) • RESOLVED to make payments as itemised: 

Income     

Opus Energy  Refund  1479.28  

Vale of White Horse District 

Council 

Precept 

 

26425.00 

 

Expenditure  

    Supplier Item  Payment Power to act 

DD Opus Energy Electricity supply 

pavilion 

 LG (Misc provisions) 

Act 1976 

DD Castle Water Water supply allotments 6.18 Allotments Act 1950 

101376 HMRC PAYE, NI 163.34 LG Act 1972 s112 

101377 OCC Pension Fund Pension contributions 356.63 LG Act 1972 s112 

101378 ST Grounds 

Maintenance 

Empty Play Area Bin, 

dispose of fly-tipped 

mattress 

165.00 Litter Act 1983 

101379 Mrs JE Dymock Expenses, balance of 

wages 

279.18 

 
LG Act 1972 s 111, 

112 

101380 KGB Travel Garden Competition 

minibus 

100.00 LG Act 1972 s 137 

101381 Jon Sherwood Grass cutting expenses 35.00 Highways Act 1980 

101382 OALC Training fee 48.00 LG Act 1972 s 111 

101383 Zurich Parish Council insurance 1369.71 LG Act 1972 s 111 

101384 Post Office Limited 100 first class stamps 67.00 LG Act 1972 s 111 

101385 Pestforce Mouse control pavilion 160.00 LG (Misc provisions) 

Act 1976 

30 04 18    

SO Mrs J Dymock Salary, village cleaner, 

telephone 

1089.20 LGAct 1972 s112,111 

(f) • RESOLVED that the clerk should attend at OALC Social Media training.  

  

59/18 REPORTS OF THE DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS 

(a) COUNTY MATTERS: Cr Johnston reported that: 

 There were moves to return to the committee system. 

 OCC’s position on the Expressway was that they wouldn’t want the project to do 

anything which would make the traffic worse between Lodge Hill and 

Kidlington.   

 The Growth Board had allocated £500,000 to investigate the feasibility of 

widening Botley Road rail bridge.  This was linked to projects to rebuild the 

station and widen the rail line to 4 tracks. 

(b) DISTRICT MATTERS: 

(i) Cr Johnston reported that outsourcing continued to be a major preoccupation with 

some aspects coming back in-house. 

The County disagreed with the Vale’s proposal that LTP 4 should safeguard land in 

Sunningwell for a bus lane and cycle way. 
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Matthew Barber would be standing down as Council leader to be full time deputy 

police and crime commissioner. 

(ii) Cr Blagrove could not be present and sent a written report: 

 “Redrow: The planned date of 2nd May for planning is not happening.  I had 

managed to get the conflicting community governance meeting moved which 

now seems like it was not necessary, which is a shame. 

 The new planned target date is yet to be officially published but is 30th May.  

They may need to go back out to consultation on Land South of Kennington. 

 I have submitted a written report to the officers for review and asked them if 

they require clarity on any of my points.  In general, I have simply echoed the 

Parish Council’s position to, hopefully, add some weight.  I have also 

requested to speak at the planning committee, as and when that happens. 

 30 Sugworth Lane Application: A neighbouring resident has made contact 

regarding the planning application.  I believe you will review this at tonight’s 

planning committee so will review your response, but I may get in contact for 

the PCs thoughts. 

 Thrupp Lane waste bin: The Vale have reviewed the site and, at this point in 

time, do not believe it merits the erection of a waste bin.  This is not a 

surprise but the request was a case of ‘don’t ask don’t get’.  I am also yet to 

have a response from the Football club on my offer of litter pickers etc so I 

will take a trip down in person when they next have a tournament. 

 Vale Management: Further appointments have been made and those unable 

to be filled by existing employees are now going out to external recruitment. 

 Vale Leadership: Matt Barber is now taking the position of Deputy Crime 

Commissioner on a permanent basis, therefore he is stepping down as leader.  

The Vale’s Conservative group will convene on 8th May where the position 

of Leader and Deputy leader of the group (and therefore Council until May 

19 elections) will be elected.  “ 

  

60/18 HIGHWAY MATTERS 

(a) Councillor reports of Highway problems: None 

(b) It was noted that OCC recommended making permanent temporary parking 

restrictions around the station adding that officers should liaise with the Council on 

further restrictions. Action: Clerk to contact the officers concerned.   
(c) Unfinished working on the pavement of the Lower Radley junction had been 

reported to Thames Water.  

  

61/18 CONSERVATION:  

(a) RADLEY SPRING CLEAN: Nothing further.  Cr Walton reported that litter had 

been cleaned in Lower Radley during the Good Friday walk. 

(b) BADGER CULL: The Council agreed that it would remain neutral on this issue. 

(c) GARDEN COMPETITION: Preparations were ongoing. 

(d) Report of a vandalised litter bin had been passed to the Vale who investigated and 

reinstated the lid. 

  

62/18 GDPR:  

(a) • RESOLVED to adopt the privacy policy 
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(b) An amendment to the General Data Protection Order had removed the requirement 

on Parish Councils to appoint a data protection officer.    

  

63/18 THRUPP LANE ISSUES:  None 

  

64/18 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING: Councillors were asked to confirm their 

attendance at the meeting on Saturday 28th April. 

  

65/18 CORRESPONDENCE: Noted 

  

66/18 MATTER FOR REPORT: None 

  

67/18 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA: None 

  

68/18 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:  

• Annual Parish meeting 28th April at 11am in the Bowyer Arms 

• Annual meeting of the Parish Council Thursday 24th May following a meeting 

of the Planning committee (if needed) 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………………………Date………………… 

  (Chairman) 

 

ANNEX A: 

 

Terms of reference of the working group convened to consider Radley Primary School’s 

proposition concerning school expansion:  

 

Context 

1. Radley Primary School governors have invited the Parish Council to consider a 

proposition that the development of Gooseacre and relocation of the village hall and 

playing fields to a site adjacent to the primary school be supported in order to 

facilitate the expansion of the primary school. This follows a recent statement by the 

Radley College bursars that any windfall gain from the development of Gooseacre 

will be used to support the primary school. 

Proposal 

2. The Parish Council will convene a working group to explore this proposition. The 

group will assess: 

a.  The cash amount of any development gain which can be expected to result from the 

development of Gooseacre after deducting the costs of replacing the village hall, 

playing fields, playground, sports pavilion and car park, and hence the extent of any 

cash available for the extension of the school. 

b. The practicability and desirability of combining a new village hall and new school 

hall in a single building. An independent consultant may be appointed to prepare a 

note setting out the relevant considerations. 
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3. The Working Group will report its findings to the Parish Council. 

Membership of group 

4. The Group will be convened by a parish councillor on behalf of RPC. The Primary 

School governors, the Radley College bursars, the Village Hall Committee, the 

Church housing group and the Thrupp Lane Residents Association will all be invited 

to nominate a representative to serve on the group.  

Community consultation 

5. RPC will undertake a further survey of residents’ views before considering any 

change to its policy towards the development of Gooseacre. The purpose of the 

current exercise is to clarify the facts necessary to underpin any further public 

consultation which the parish council may consider desirable.  

 

April 2018 


