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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF RADLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE 

CHURCH ROOM, RADLEY ON THURSDAY 25th OCTOBER 2018 at 7.30pm 

 

PRESENT: Crs J Standen, Crook, Dudding, Henderson, Johnston, Kallie, D 

Standen, Yorston.  

IN ATTENDANCE:  District Councillor Ed Blagrove and the clerk.  

  

150/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Apologies were received from Crs Crowley, 

Walton and Wittneben   

  

151/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  There were none. 

DISPENSATIONS:  None requested. 

  

152/18 MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: None 

  

153/18 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 27th SEPTEMBER 2018:  

• RESOLVED: That the minutes were an accurate account of the meeting.  

  

154/18 REPORTS OF THE DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Standing orders were suspended so that reports could be taken at this point. 

District:  

Cr Blagrove reported that: 

 The Neighbourhood Plan had been adopted unanimously by the District 

Council on 9th October.  

 It had been agreed that the Vale should write to the Secretary of State 

requesting a review of the modelling for affordable housing based on a 

regional study. 

 The inspector had requested four clarifying documents on the Local Plan Part 

2, but the expectation was that it would then be found sound.    

 The District Council was consulting on the housing allocation policy. 

 S106 negotiations were ongoing and were expected to be complete that week. 

 The Vale was pressing for parking offences to become a civil matter.  This 

required the support of the County and this was expected to be forthcoming. 

 There was a pause in capital spending because of likely changes to the New 

Homes Bonus in the February budget. 

 

Councillors asked for clarification of the position on the NW Radley site, particularly 

the position on the Foxborough Road/Whites Lane junction. 

 

Cr Johnston reported that: 

 There was a strong political consensus on civil parking as there were problems 

across the Vale. 

 The Local Plan Part 2 was expected to be found sound, but Cr Johnston 

believed that there would be a long list of modifications, but that these 

wouldn’t derail the timeframe.  

 Sources said that the government was seeking to curtail the New Homes Bonus 

to district councils to divert funds to social services.  This could impact 

severely on the Vale district council. 

 

County: Cr Johnston reported that: 
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 He had had two briefings on the proposed expressway.  He noted that both 

potential route options pointed to Lodge Hill.  Parish Councils would be 

invited to send a representative to stakeholder meetings. 

 The County was developing an energy strategy, part of which was replacing 

street lights with LED lamps.  This would reduce costs and electricity 

consumption.   

Councillor Dudding had seen two alternative routes at a meeting of the Expressway 

Action Group: one running south and east of Oxford, the other starting at the 

Marcham Road junction and running alongside Abingdon airfield to join the A420 

south of Cumnor. This route had been put forward by Judy Roberts from Cumnor.  

Councillors asked if the District Council had a view on the western route.  Cr 

Blagrove stated that the Vale did not have a position in advance of the stakeholder 

meetings.  

 

The clerk had attempted without positive result to contact OCC to pursue the County’s 

resolution that it should consider further parking restrictions. 

  

 CLERK’S REPORT on actions arising from the minutes: 

i. The clerk had contacted British Transport Police reporting the anti-social 

behaviour in the station car park ( incident reference 330 17/09/2018.) 

ii. The Pavilion fire extinguisher had been serviced. 

iii. Cr Dudding had written the Access for All funding application for disabled 

access to the up line at the station and it was submitted to meet the deadline. 

iv. Marjorie White (Friends of Radley Lakes and Jenny Buzzard (lately of Radley 

Youth Club).  had been nominated for Vale chairman award. 

v. The Council had been unsuccessful in its application to Layla Moran MP for a 

commemorative tree (being given to her by the Woodland Trust). 

vi. Quotes for cutting the grass in Gooseacre would come the Finance and 

Administration committee next month.  Radley College would continue to cut 

in the meantime.  

vii. The clerk had instructed Jenks to remove the sycamore on Lower Radley 

Green and asked to spread chippings at the pond. 

viii. AbiBinit link was added to the “useful links” box on the front page of the 

website. 

ix. Jenks had advised that the chippings from taking down the sycamore on the 

Lower Radley green could be spread on site.  The clerk had asked that they be 

spread at the pond where they would help to suppress weeds and brambles. 

 

Cr Yorston asked if the Council should consider removing the railings at the front of 

the pond so that it was visible from the road.  It was agreed that the school parent who 

was leading work on the pond should be asked her view. 

  

155/18 COMMUNICATIONS: 

• RESOLVED that the draft newsletter should be received at the next meeting. 

 

Cr Dudding had drafted a code of conduct for communications but on reflection had 

concluded that the Council’s policy on the use of social media was unclear. 

It was agreed that the Council should have some social media presence so that it can 

control its own message. 

• RESOLVED that the Council should have a closed limited Facebook landing 

page which would direct people to other Parish Council outlets.  
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Action: Cr Dudding to draft a communications policy on that basis. 

  

156/18 POLICE MATTERS:   

(a) There were no issues to report to the police. 

(b) SPEEDING TRAFFIC: Councillors raised issues of speeding cars in Foxborough 

Road and Kennington Road. Cr Crook asked the Council to consider seeking to install 

speed bumps/ speed awareness signs in Foxborough Road. 

• RESOLVED:   

i. That the Council should ask the police to carry out speed checks on 

Foxborough Road, Whites Lane and Kennington Road. 

ii. That the Council should return to the question of speed awareness signs at 

budget time. 

Action:  Cr Crook to make bring a proposal for traffic calming in Foxborough Road to 

the next meeting. 

  

157/18 PLANNING MATTERS: 

(a) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN:  

i. It was noted that the Neighbourhood Plan was “made” at a meeting of the Vale 

of White Horse District Council on 10 October. 

ii. On a proposal for progressing the Radley Lakes Masterplan: 

• RESOLVED that the council should write to landowners asking them to meet 

Richard Dudding and Roger Thomas, who would report back to the Council. 

(b) STRATEGIC SITES: 

(i) NW RADLEY:  Cr Johnston reported that County officers were finalising plans for 

the Whites Lane/Foxborough Road/Radley Road junction.  The Council would see 

plans and be able to attend a design meeting. 

(c) EXPRESSWAY:  The Council had been invited to send a representative to a 

stakeholder meeting. 

• RESOLVED:  Cr Henderson would attend the meeting at Sandford on 

Thames on 29th November.  

Councillors noted that rather than opposing the principle of the road, the Expressway 

Action Group had instead moved to positively supporting the western route which 

would take the road away from their parishes. 

• RESOLVED that the Council would withdraw from the group as this stance 

was not consistent with the Council’s views. 

• RESOLVED that the Council should circulate the petition lodged in 

parliament which opposed the expressway in its entirety.  

(e) Cr Henderson reported that the working group on school expansion has not made as 

much progress as he hoped.  He was visiting Bletchingdon whose village hall was 

shared with the school with the group’s representative from the Radley School 

governors and would report back at the next meeting.  

  

158/18 FINANCIAL MATTERS:  

(a) The reconciliation was received. 

(b) The monthly finance report was received and is appended to the minutes. 

(c) • RESOLVED that the following accounts should be approved for payment: 

Income:      

 Allotment holders Rents and water charge 94.80  

Expenditure 
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 Supplier Item  Payment Power to act 

30 09 18     

DD Google Ireland Email hosting 8.58 LG Act 1972 s142 

25 10 18     

DD  Castle Water Water supply allotments 6.15 Allotments Act 1950 

25 10 18     

101447 HMRC PAYE & NI 149.74 LG Act 1972 s112 

101448 OCC Pension Fund Pension contributions 364.74 LG Act 1972 s112 

101449 Mrs J E Dymock Balance of clerk and 

village cleaner salary,  

48.99 LG Act 1972 s112, 111  

101450 Berinsfield Community 

Business 

Gardening 189.96 LG(Misc Provisions)Act 

1976, Public Health Act 

1896 

101451 Jon Sherwood Grass cutting expenses 70.00 Highways Act 1980 

101452 ST Grounds 

Maintenance 

Empty Play area bin 50.00 Public Health Act 1936 

101453 MRH Services Play Area quarterly 

inspection 

48.00 Public Health Act 1936 

101454 Moore Stephens External Audit fee 360.00 Open Spaces Act 1906 

101455 Red Box Fire Control Fire Extinguisher 

Service 

59.52 LG (Misc Provisions) 

Act 1976 

101456 Mrs J E Dymock Refunds 110.00 LG Act 1972 S111 

SO Mrs J Dymock Salary, village cleaner, 

telephone 

1089.20 LGAct 1972 s112,111, 

Litter Act 1983 

(d) SMARTWATER:  The clerk was progressing. 

(e) SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL: 

Cr Crowley and the clerk met had met the Radley Primary School Headteacher and 

the school had agreed to manage the appointment.  It was agreed that the post would 

initially be advertised locally.  After taking advice from OCC, an advert had gone in 

the school newsletter, on the website, Radley Village Shop and the Post Office in 

Kennington with a closing date of 19th October. 

It had been agreed that if there was no response from this first round, the post will be 

advertised on the OCC school appointments website and in local newspapers. 

(f) EXTERNAL AUDIT - The external audit had been returned with no issues.   

The notice of conclusion of audit was posted as required on the noticeboard and on the 

website. 

  

159/18 HIGHWAY MATTERS 

(a) REPORTS OF HIGHWAY PROBLEMS:  

i. Branches growing over the highway on Sugworth Lane:   

• RESOLVED that the Council should write to Highways and the landowner 

asking them to cut back branches so that vehicles are able to pass. 

(b) SEWER BLOCKAGE: Thames Water had reported that the 27th September blockage 

in Church Road (Report  Ref: 80927020941) was caused by a build-up of fat.  The 

contractor’s report stated that there was still a mass of fat about 25m from the manhole 

cover but the drain was running freely when they left. 

(c) SALT BINS:  

• RESOLVED that the Council would: 

i) Purchase one bag of salt to top up Spinneys Close bin. 
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ii) Purchase 220 litre salt bin to be sited in the Church Road car park at a 

cost of £295. 

Action: Crs Crook and Kallie to move the existing salt bin closer to the Lower Radley 

junction. 

  

160/18 CONSERVATION:  

(a) RADLEY LARGE WOOD:  Cr Henderson reported that in a personal capacity he had 

started to distribute village green application forms. 

(b) POND: 

A report of a meeting of the pond working group was noted.   

The Council congratulated Ms Mulcahy on her comprehensive report and the work 

carried out to date.   

It was RESOLVED  

i) That the Council should seek her view on removing the railings at the front of 

the pond for aesthetic reasons. 

ii) That this would be an agenda item next month.  

 

(c) COMMEMORATIVE TREE:  

It was not known when the tree would be received, but it would be planted around 11th 

November.  

(d) The PLAY AREA QUARTERLY REPORT was received.   

• RESOLVED that works which the report recommended might be required in 

the new year should be carried out when possible.  

(e) LOWER CHURCHYARD: Final confirmation was awaited from the Justice Ministry 

that the Privy Council has approved the closure.   

(f) ALLOTMENTS: 

Allotment leases renewed on 1st October. Two rents remain outstanding.  There was 

one full and one half plot to allocate. 

  

161/18 THRUPP LANE ISSUES -  

Cr Johnston reported that none of the landowners in Radley had responded to the OCC 

Minerals and Waste policy consultation.   

 

It was noted that OCC had submitted an objection to the John Curtis and Sons 

planning application on minerals planning grounds.   

  

162/18 CORRESPONDENCE:  

(a) NALC conference:   

• RESOLVED  that the Council would pay attendance for Cr Walton, if she was 

happy to cover her expenses.  

  

163/18 MATTER FOR REPORT:  

Cr Kallie was waiting for final instruction as the parish’s Fix My Street super user. 

  

164/18 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA:  

• Draft newsletter 

• Traffic calming 

• Pond railings 
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165/18 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:  

Finance and Administration Committee:  8th November at 7.30pm 

Ordinary meeting: Thursday 22nd November at 7.30pm in the Church Room, 

following a meeting of the planning committee if one is required. 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………………………Date………………… 

  (Chairman) 

 

Draft finance report for October 2018: (item141/18b) 

 
 

DRAFT FINANCE REPORT Revised estimates

Budget Actual Remains in 

Income 2017-18 2018-19 2018-19 Budget

Precept 52,549.00 52,850.00 52,850.00 0.00

CTRS Grant 559.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Bank Interest 355.00 600.00 0.00 600.00

Garden Competition Donations 0.00 500.00 0.00 500.00

Grants 200.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Village Hall Litter Cleaning 148.42 148.20 0.00 148.20

Allotments Rent & Water Charge 137.04 150.00 94.80 55.20

Playing Field Rent 1,595.00 1,600.00 1,860.00 -260.00

VAT refund 2,272.04 2,272.04 2,758.75 -486.71

Insurance claims 0.00 0.00 0.00

Refund 0.00 2,843.17 -2843.17

Cheque paid back in 96.00

57,911.50 58,120.24 60,406.72 -2,286.48

Expenditure

Administration

Overheads 23,499.94 25,572.98 12,227.31 13,345.67

Neighbourhood Plan 4,928.07 0.00 450.00 -450.00

Grants 2,387.50 3,000.00 150.00 2,850.00

Village Hall 2,435.46 2,050.00 0.00

Playing Field and pavilion 7,933.40 9,615.00 816.53 8,798.47

Play Area 2,013.39 2,450.00 929.87 1,520.13

Conservation 6,920.71 12,606.58 3,367.14 9,239.44

Village improvements 5,256.42 14,580.00 0.00 14,580.00

General maintenance 403.15 500.00 184.85 315.15

Contingency 7,500.00 7,500.00

VAT 2,494.82 3,000.00 560.70 2,439.30

58,272.86 80,874.56 18,686.40 62,188.16

Brought forward 198,340.97 197,979.61

Carried forward 197,979.61 239,699.93


