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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF RADLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE 

CHURCH ROOM, RADLEY ON THURSDAY 27th SEPTEMBER 2018 at 7.30pm 

 

PRESENT: Crs J Standen, Crook, Crowley, Dudding, Henderson, D Standen, 

Walton, Yorston.  

IN ATTENDANCE:  The clerk.  

  

134/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Apologies were received from Crs Wittneben,  

Johnston, Kallie and from District Councillor Ed Blagrove.    

  

135/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:   

Cr Walton declared a pecuniary interest in item 7c)  asset of community value listing 

as landlord of the Bowyer Arms. 

DISPENSATIONS:  None requested. 

  

136/18 MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: None 

  

137/18 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 30th August 2018:  

Clarification: 128/18g) referred to houses on the west side of Lodge Hill. 

• RESOLVED: That the minutes were an accurate account of the meeting.  

  

138/18 COMMUNICATIONS: 

• RESOLVED that standing orders should be suspended so that this item which 

had been deferred since July could be considered without further delay.  

 The Council’s communications objectives were agreed to be: 

1. To engage with local residents to ensure that the PC has the best possible 

understanding of local concerns and priorities and is in a position to reflect those 

in its actions and decisions. 

2. To inform local residents about issues affecting the parish and actions and 

decisions taken by the parish council.  

3. To lobby central and local government and their agencies to ensure that Radley 

interests are properly reflected in their decisions. 

The Council discussed: Current methods used to communicate with residents, lessons 

learned from the Neighbourhood Plan consultation, engagement with particular 

groups, use of social media including how the Council might reply to comments made 

on Facebook and the use that could be made of outside social media accounts.  

It was agreed that the Council would be supportive of any initiative to deliver a paper 

newsletter to every household in the parish.  

• RESOLVED that Cr Dudding would draft code of conduct for agreement at 

the October meeting.  Cr Walton would provide a template. 

• RESOLVED that Cr Walton would write a dummy newsletter so that the 

Council could gauge the time that would be required to produce a newsletter. 

• RESOLVED to return to the topic of communications at the October meeting. 

  

139/18 POLICE MATTERS:   

(a) It was noted that car parked outside the station whose tyres had been slashed had been 

removed. 

(b) Smartwater details had been received.   
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• RESOLVED that Smartwater would be discussed at the October meeting. 

  

140/18 PLANNING MATTERS: 

(a) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN:   

87% of those voting had voted yes to the Neighbourhood Plan being adopted (455 Yes 

votes: 68 No: 1 spoiled).  The Vale of White Horse District Council was expected to 

adopt the plan at its meeting on 10th October. 

The Council formally thanked Cr Dudding for taking the Neighbourhood Plan to this 

stage.  

(c) STRATEGIC SITES: 

(i) South Kennington:  It was noted that Thames Water had not replied to correspondence 

following the meeting held with them in August.  Cr Henderson would follow up. 

(ii) North West Radley:  The Council was pursuing information on the timing of the 

Whites Lane/Foxborough Road junction. 

(iii) North Abingdon:  Nothing further. 

(d) ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE: Having declared an interest, Cr Walton withdrew 

from the meeting while this item was discussed. 

The Vale had notified the Council that the asset of community value listing of the 

Bowyer Arms as an asset of community value had expired.  

• RESOLVED: That the Council should seek to renew the asset of community 

value listing. 

(e) ACCESS FOR ALL FUNDING: First Great Western had invited nominations for 

funding for projects to improve access to stations and to and between each platform.  

At Radley Station, anyone wishing unable to use the steps and wishing to access the 

up line has to travel on to use the lifts at Oxford or Didcot and return to arrive at the 

down platform and Neighbourhood Plan Community Action CA13 states:  

“RPC will press for, and support, appropriate measures to restrict on-road parking 

outside Radley station, to extend off-street parking especially secure bike storage, to 

provide step free access to the up-line and to provide a ticket machine.” 

• RESOLVED that the Council should submit a nomination for a step free 

access to the up line.   

Action: Cr Dudding to complete the application form. 

(f) RADLEY COLLEGE: notes of a general operational meeting with Radley College 

were received   It was agreed that should be pointed out that the change of speed limit 

in Kennington Road had been paid for by the Council.  

  

141/18 FINANCIAL MATTERS:  

(a) The reconciliation was received. 

(b) The monthly finance report was received and is appended to the minutes. 

(c) • RESOLVED that the following accounts should be approved for payment: 

Income:      

 HMRC VAT refund 2758.75  

Expenditure 
 

   

 Supplier Item  Payment Power to act 

25 09 18     

DD Castle Water Water supply allotments 6.15 Allotments Act 1950 

DD  Opus Energy Electricity supply 

pavilion 

35.52  
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27 09 18     

101434 HMRC PAYE & NI 149.74 LG Act 1972 s112 

101435 OCC Pension Fund Pension contributions 359.11 LG Act 1972 s112 

101436 cancelled    

101437 Mrs J E Dymock Balance of clerk and 

village cleaner salary, 

refunds, petrol expenses 

177.57 LG Act 1972 s112, 111  

101438 Mr JH Rogerson Backdated salary 70.22 Environmental 

Protection Act 1990  

101439 Berinsfield Community 

Business 

Gardening 189.96 LG(Misc Provisions)Act 

1976, Public Health Act 

1896 

101440 Jon Sherwood Grass cutting expenses 100.00 Highways Act 1980 

101441 Radley Guides Grant 150.00 LG Act 1972 s137 

101442 GeoXphere Ltd Mapping software 78.00 LG Act 1972 s111 

101443 Jenks Oxford Limited Tree survey 540.00 Open Spaces Act 1906 

101444 Euroffice Limited Printer cartridge, paper 36.31 LG Act 1972 s111 

101445 ST Grounds 

Maintenance 

Remove hedge cutting 

left by volunteers,  

empty play area bin 

110.00 Open Spaces Act 1906  

SO Mrs J Dymock Salary, village cleaner, 

telephone 

1089.20 LGAct 1972 s112,111, 

Litter Act 1983 

(d) GRASS CUTTING:  It was noted that Radley College would no longer cut the playing 

field grass. 

• RESOLVED to delegate to the Playing Field committee to seek quotes and 

report to the Finance and Administration committee for consideration.  

(e) TREE MANAGEMENT: The Tree Planting and Footpath Working Group had 

considered the tree survey at a meeting on 18th September and annotated the schedule 

with priorities 1-3 reflecting urgency.  

 

The Working Group recommended that: 

i) The Sycamore on Lower Radley should be removed as a priority.  The clerk 

noted that a report in 2010 had stated that the tree was diseased and removal 

would be necessary soon.  

ii) Other items annotated 1 should be implemented over the next 6 months to fall 

into 2018/19 and 2019/20 financial years. 

iii) The Council should consider locations for future tree planting. 

iv) The Council should contact Thames Water regarding the replacement tree which 

was planted at the allotments and had since died. 

• RESOLVED: that the Sycamore on Lower Radley Green should be removed 

as a matter of urgency. The Council would take advice on whether chippings 

should be removed from the site.  

(f) It was noted that despite the 30th September deadline for completing the external audit, 

it had not been received back from Moore Stephens. Most Oxfordshire Councils were 

either in the same position or were suffering from lost paperwork and multiple unusual 

queries 

(g) SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL:  The school was delighted that the Parish Council 

had offered to pay the costs of employing a crossing patrol.  A meeting had been 

arranged for clerk and Cr Crowley to meet the Headteacher to progress the 

appointment. 

  



Radley Parish Council 

227 

27th September 2018 

142/18 REPORTS OF THE DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS 

(a) COUNTY MATTERS:  

Cr Johnston reported:  

“1.  The County has set out a strategy called Fit for the Future which will drastically 

reshape the way it does business.  It includes having a central core of officers who will 

formulate policy and deal with matters such as HR and IT.  There will be a huge 

rationalisation of the 450 plus different IT systems currently in use.  There will be net 

job losses (600 plus?), but not from front line services.  The aim is to save 33 million 

pounds plus over the next three years.  We hope it works!  We have pleaded for any IT 

changes to be piloted as opposed to big bang where elsewhere the failure rate has been 

high (TSB!). 

 

2.  The County Cabinet has now agreed to borrow 120 million pounds over the next 

ten years to be spent on completely replacing all the street lights with LEDs, saving up 

to 3 million pounds PA and resurfacing a significant part of the County's roads, 

including Kennington Road in Kennington starting on the 6th of October. 

 

3.  We now have a new CEO jointly with Cherwell.  We are worried because we feel 

that she has enough on her plate separating Cherwell from South Northants, let alone 

taking on another 800 million pound budget pa.  We shall see.” 

(b) DISTRICT MATTERS: 

(i) Cr Blagrove reported: 

“Joint Statutory Spatial Plan 

The JSSP will oversee the allocation of monies from the Oxfordshire Growth deal and 

also play a part in continued joined up thinking on planning across Oxfordshire at a 

strategic level.  The scoping document comes to Vale cabinet tomorrow.  We have 

been very involved in the wording of this document to ensure that the ‘red lines’ set 

out and agreed at vale council in Spring are upheld. 

 

Radley Neighbourhood plan 

Presented to Cabinet at briefing and agreed to take it to ratification at full council on 

10th.  Although not fully ratified the plan already has full weight in planning 

application terms. 

 

Oxford to Cambridge Corridor 

Corridor B has been chosen.  This was the Vale’s least favoured corridor.  It is also the 

corridor with the least clear route so does not help with clarification.  Once a preferred 

route is published the Vale will take part fully in what we hope to be a robust 

consultation and will be challenging the benefits of the expressway vs existing 

communities.  While a statement was made on the risks of the route to the West of 

Oxford this is from a previous statement from the scrutiny committee’s findings, it 

does not mean the Vale is outwardly in favour of a route to the south of Oxford. 

Three-year housing land supply 

Following a consultation in July, councils in Oxfordshire now only need to provide a 

three-year supply of land for housing, instead of the five-year supply normally 

required by the government.   
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The government has agreed to this change while we work together with the other 

Oxfordshire Councils on the Joint Statutory Spatial Plan. 

In short this means it is now much less likely for developers to win planning 

permission on appeal after we have rejected their applications. 

 

Town & Parish Forum 

I was pleased to attend the Town & Parish forum on Monday and hope those who 

joined found it an interesting evening and discovered more about what each team 

does, as well as putting a face to a name on Heads of Service.  It was a lively evening 

although we received more questions on Highways than anything which is, of course, 

a County Council responsibility.  However, we were lucky enough to have Cllr 

Constance, Cabinet member at County for highways, in attendance who took on many 

queries.  It is clear we will be seeing a great deal of investment in our roads within the 

Vale, news which was welcomed.” 

 Cr Johnston reported:  

“The main matter is that the EIP of the Vale's Local Plan has concluded.  Having been 

present and having seen the Vale Officers given a very hard time over the Green Belt, 

the Abingdon Airfield Site and Lodge Hill, my expectation is the Plan will be found 

"sound", but with a significant list of amendments and modifications. “ 

  

143/18 HIGHWAY MATTERS 

(a) REPORTS OF HIGHWAY PROBLEMS:  

Fallen branch Church Road. 

Sewage flooding in Church Road outside the primary school on 27th September had 

been reported to Thames Water who attended and cleared a blockage.  

Action: Clerk to follow up the cause of the problem with Thames Water. 

(b) SALT BINS:   

• RESOLVED to purchase new bins for Spinneys Close and the Church Road 

car park.  It was noted that as private bins, the Council would be responsible 

for ensuring that they were topped up with salt. 

  

144/18 CONSERVATION:  

(a) RADLEY LARGE WOOD:  Nothing to report at present. 

(b) WW1 COMMEMORATIVE TREE: 

The Working Group recommended that the sapling should be planted in the centre of 

the Lower Churchyard where the main paths cross.  The Chairman had raised this 

with the PCC and it was hoped that a planting ceremony would take place on 11 

November as part of the church remembrance service. 

 

The Church Warden was making an application to the Archdeacon for permission to 

plant the tree in the Lower Churchyard.  This permission would also be required in the 

future for any works in the Churchyard. 

 

(c) RADLEY LAKES:  Abingdon Naturalists’ survey of the Lakes Area was noted.  The 

Council expressed its thanks to Abingdon Naturalists and all those involved in the 

survey. 

(d) Landowner deposit: Land at Sandford-on-Thames was noted. 
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145/18 THRUPP LANE ISSUES - None. 

The Council noted that the Vale District Council was waiting for Oxfordshire County 

Council’s comments before determining the John Curtis and Sons Ltd application. 

  

146/18 CORRESPONDENCE:  

(a) Vale Chairman Awards:  The Council agreed to nominate Jenny Buzzard in 

recognition for her enormous commitment to running the Radley Youth Club for 

many years. 

(b) Abibinit:  It was agreed that there should be a link to this initiative on the website. 

(c) Comments were invited on the Vale of White Horse DC proposals to update the 

councils’ Gambling Act 2005 Joint Statement of Licensing Policy.   

  

147/18 MATTER FOR REPORT: None 

  

148/18 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA:  

• Communications 

• Tree planting 

• Smartwater 

  

149/18 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:  

Thursday 25th October at 7.30pm in the Church Room, following a meeting of the 

planning committee if one was required. 

Pond Management Group: 3rd October at 2.30pm 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………………………Date………………… 

  (Chairman) 

 

Draft finance report for September 2018: (item141/18b) 
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DRAFT FINANCE REPORT Revised estimates

Budget Actual Remains in 

Income 2017-18 2018-19 2018-19 Budget

Precept 52,549.00 52,850.00 52,850.00 0.00

CTRS Grant 559.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Bank Interest 355.00 600.00 0.00 600.00

Garden Competition Donations 0.00 500.00 0.00 500.00

Grants 200.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Village Hall Litter Cleaning 148.42 148.20 0.00 148.20

Allotments Rent & Water Charge 137.04 150.00 0.00 150.00

Playing Field Rent 1,595.00 1,600.00 1,860.00 -260.00

VAT refund 2,272.04 2,272.04 2,758.75 -486.71

Insurance claims 0.00 0.00 0.00

Refund 0.00 2,843.17 -2843.17

Cheque paid back in 96.00

57,911.50 58,120.24 60,311.92 -2,191.68

Expenditure

Administration

Overheads 23,499.94 25,572.98 10,474.14 15,098.84

Neighbourhood Plan 4,928.07 0.00 450.00 -450.00

Grants 2,387.50 3,000.00 0.00 3,000.00

Village Hall 2,435.46 2,050.00 0.00

Playing Field and pavilion 7,933.40 9,615.00 784.78 8,830.22

Play Area 2,013.39 2,450.00 879.87 1,570.13

Conservation 6,920.71 12,606.58 2,394.64 10,211.94

Village improvements 5,256.42 14,580.00 0.00 14,580.00

General maintenance 403.15 500.00 184.85 315.15

Contingency 7,500.00 7,500.00

VAT 2,494.82 3,000.00 419.99 2,580.01

58,272.86 80,874.56 15,588.27 65,286.29


