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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF RADLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE 

CHURCH ROOM, RADLEY ON THURSDAY 13th DECEMBER 2018 at 7.30pm 

 

PRESENT: Crs J Standen, Crook, Crowley, Dudding, Henderson, Yorston.  

IN ATTENDANCE:  The clerk.  

  

183/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Crs Johnston, Kallie, D Standen, Walton, 

Wittneben and District Councillor Ed Blagrove 

  

184/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  There were none. 

DISPENSATIONS:  None were requested. 

  

185/18 MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: None 

  

186/18 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 22nd NOVEMBER 2018:  

• RESOLVED: That the minutes were an accurate account of the meeting.  

  

187/18 POLICE MATTERS:   

(a) There were no issued to be raised with the police. 

(b) AREA ACTION GROUP MEETING:  Cr J Standen reported that the meeting 

had highlighted a scam operating locally where criminals purporting to be from 

the police asked elderly people to take cash out of their bank and hand it over to 

them. 

(c) SMARTWATER: Thames Valley Police recommended that one street in the 

village should be targeted initially.  If at least 80% of households registered their 

packs, signs could be erected advising that it was a “Smart Water“ street as a 

deterrent to thieves.  

• RESOLVED that Stonhouse Crescent should be offered the opportunity 

to be a “Smart Water” street. 

• Action: Clerk to seek a standard letter from Thames Valley Police. 

  

188/18 PLANNING MATTERS: 

(a) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN:  

A meeting of the steering group had been arranged for 17th January at 7.30pm in 

the Church Room.  All interested councillors were also invited to attend.  

Copies of the document were being printed and would be offered to all 

councillors and members of the steering group. 

(b) RADLEY LAKES MASTERPLAN:  An update would come to the February 

2019 meeting.  

(c) STRATEGIC SITES: 

i) 

 

 

ii) 

iii) 

NW RADLEY: Nothing further to report.  It was noted that Cr Blagrove had 

offered to follow up the timing of the planned alterations to the Radley 

Road/Whites Lane/Foxborough Road junction.  Action: to seek clarification. 

SOUTH KENNINGTON: Nothing further to report. 

NORTH ABINGDON:   There had been no attendance at the developer’s liaison 

group on 11th December.  

(d) EXPRESSWAY:   
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The Council had previously agreed to join the No Expressway Alliance as their 

aims were consistent with the Council’s published policy to oppose the 

Expressway in its entirety.   

Cr Henderson had attended the Department of Transport briefing on the 

expressway and reported that the DoT expected to go to consultation in the 

Autumn once the route options had been decided.   

• RESOLVED that the Council would press to see “No Expressway” as a 

clear option on the consultation. 

(e) 

 
• RESOLVED to delegate to the clerk in consultation with the planning 

committee to respond to any applications which were received over the 

Christmas period and could not be deferred to the January meeting.   

(f) It was AGREED that the Council would not submit any additional comments to 

the appeal which had been submitted on the application for a new house on land 

to the rear of 8 Stonhouse Crescent.  

  

189/18 FINANCIAL MATTERS:  

(a) The reconciliation was received. 

(b) The monthly finance report was received and is appended to the minutes. 

(c) PRECEPT 2019/20:   

• RESOLVED that there should be no change to residents’ contribution to 

the Parish Council component of the Council tax.  At £60.06 for band D 

property, this would produce a precept of £52,870 in 2019-20.   

(e) • RESOLVED that the following accounts were approved for payment: 

 

Income:      

 None    

Expenditure 
 

   

 Supplier Item  Payment Power to act 

26 11 18     

DD Opus Energy Electricity supply 

pavilion 

35.45 LG(Misc 

Provisions)Act 

1976 

 Castle Water Water supply allotments 6.15 Allotments Act 

1950 

06 12 18 Google Ireland Email hosting 36.30 LG Act 1972 s142 

13 12 18     

101468 HMRC PAYE & NI 149.74 LG Act 1972 s112 

101469 OCC Pension Fund Pension contributions 360.65 LG Act 1972 s112 

101470 ST Grounds 

Maintenance 

Empty play area bin 50.00 Litter Act 1983 

s5,6 

101471 Oxfordshire South and 

Vale Citizens Advice 

Bureau 

Grant 1300.00 LG Act 1972 S137 

101472 Be Free Young Carers Grant 500.00 LG Act 1972 S137 

101473 Abingdon Bridge Grant 800.00 LG Act 1972 S137 

101474 Thomas Leach Limited Printing 660.00 Localism Act 2011 

101475 Mrs J E Dymock Petrol expenses, 

expenses 

113.76 LG Act 1972 s112 

101476 Turtle Engineering Install heater Pebble Hill 

cabinet 

150.00 Public Health Act 

1936 s234 
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101477 Jenks (Oxford) Limited Tree surgery 798.00 Open Spaces Act 

1906 

101478 Berinsfield Community 

Business 

Gardening 189.96 LG(Misc 

Provisions)Act 

1976, Public 

Health Act 1896 

30 12 18     

SO Mrs J Dymock Salary, village cleaner, 

telephone 

1163.13 LG Act 1972 

s112,111, Litter 

Act 1983 

(f) INTERNAL AUDIT: The clerk had shared three quotes from companies 

recommended by other local councils who were all experienced in providing 

internal audit services for local councils.   

• RESOLVED to delegate to the clerk with the chairman of the Finance 

and Administration committee to consider the information provided and 

to make recommendations on  the appointment of an internal audit for the 

year ended 31st March 2019. 

(g) SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL: It was delegated to the clerk  in consultation 

with the school to place advertisements for the post of school crossing patrol.     

  

190/18 COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS: 

(a) COUNTY: 

Cr Johnston had sent a written report: 

“The roll out of the "superuser" for fixmystreet has been delayed by the need to 

roll out a new software programme to manage it.  As soon as it is in place there 

will be training for Parish and Town superusers to access the system and report 

defects directly to the County's contractors. 

 

As with the Vale nothing can be done about the 2019/2020 budget because at the 

time of writing no settlement has been received from the government.  It is 

widely expected that Officers could be working over Christmas and New Year if 

anything is received by then. 

 

At yesterday’s meeting of Full Council the Council accepted my amendment to 

the motion which furthers the East - West rail project.  The thrust of my 

amendment was to ensure that the railway is built in such a way as not to put any 

obstacles in the way of a future electrification for example by ensuring that any 

overbridges and footbridges have sufficient clearance to permit the installation of 

a 25 KV catenary, that was in the morning. 

 

In the afternoon there was the most bad tempered debate I can remember in a 

long time.  The subject was the future of the youth service which has had its 

budget severely reduced.  The object was to reinforce the statutory element  of 

the service.  This was supported by Labour, the Liberal Democrats and some of 

the Independents.  It was opposed by the ruling Alliance.  It was held after lunch 

when it would appear that many of the administration had been drinking 

heavily.  There was a great deal of barracking and shouting from the Alliance 

who eventually threw out the motion.  I found it most regrettable.  From some of 

what was said I personally gleaned that some of the Alliance's Councillor were 

feeling rather sore at having worked very hard in two County by-elections (at 

Wantage/Grove and Wheatley) and then lost and in the case of Wheatley by well 
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over 600 having previously only been some 60 votes behind.  Our opposition to 

the Oxford to Cambridge expressway had been an important issue in the by-

election.” 

(b) DISTRICT: 

Cr Blagrove had submitted a written report:  

CIL Spending Strategy: An Individual cabinet member decision (ICMD) was 

made following a positive response from scrutiny to go ahead with preparing this 

for public consultation in the new year, so is still on track. 

JSSP: The JSSP now has a catchier name ‘Oxfordshire Plan 2050’ and is open 

for review and comments to be submitted.  Should Parish Councils or 

individuals, residents or business be interested.   

Services over Christmas: The Comms team have set up a useful page on the 

Vale Website should anyone have queries over services.   

Local Plan: LPP2 proposes 1200 new homes at Dalton Barracks.  To support 

this development the Vale has submitted a bid for Garden Communities Status.  

The details are available via a drop box link below.  We should find out early in 

the new year if this bid has been successful.  

Empty Homes Council Tax Premium: At full council the cabinet 

recommendation to increase the council tax premium on empty homes in the 

Vale was ratified.  Whilst this was discussed at Cabinet, I urged the team to 

engage as closely as possible with Parish councils on empty property 

identification.  They have since confirmed they will add an agenda item for this 

at a forthcoming Town & Parish Forum. 

Council Tax Base: The council tax base for 2019/20 was agreed at Council and 

stands at 51,706 for the Vale. For the ward’s parish’s I have put a small table in 

here for you 

Parish 2018/19 Base 2019/20 Base Change (+/-) 

Kennington 1688 1694 +6 

Radley 880 880 0 

Budget Setting 2019/20: Cabinet received an update on Budget setting and due 

to the delay in the announcement of government funding on New Homes Bonus 

we have no choice but to continue the prudent decision on Capital Spend 

projects.  Therefore we resolved to instruct officers to revise the capital 

programme to include only essential schemes, with all other schemes forming a 

preparation pool of schemes to be considered once clarification on affordability 

is forthcoming.  Please do note though that we have received confirmation that 

“Overall, the level of reserves is adequate in relation to the proposed revenue 

budget and capital programme and the budgets are sustainable”. 

On a personal note I find this delay incredibly frustration, especially as it is being 

hampered by all the shenanigans over Brexit at Central Government and I made 

this clear at Cabinet whilst thanking the officers for their continued financial 

diligence with your money! 

Cr Johnston had sent a written report: 
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“A letter has gone to the Planning Inspectorate informing them of the Vale's 

intentions to put forward proposals to have 1,200 houses on a defined part of the 

Abingdon Airfield site. 

 

There is a meeting of the Vale Full Council tonight.  Most of the business in 

routine such as confirming the base for next year's Council Tax.  It is also 

expected to confirm a new Gambling Policy which continues a "no casino 

policy", with which I personally agree. 

 

Problems continue with the 5 Councils outsourcing and for example I have now 

just manged to make my second successful expenses claim which is a first during 

the 18 months the new system (if it can be called such) has been in place.  Lack 

of clarity over the New Homes Bonus continues to paralyse the Council's capital 

programme.  Due to Brexit paralysis there is still no news at the time of writing 

this report on the financial settlement and nothing can be done by way of a 

budget for 2019/2020.” 

 

It was agreed that the Council would respond to the JSSP when it came for 

consultation in March 2019. 

  

191/18 HIGHWAY MATTERS 

(a) There were no reports of highway issues for reporting to Oxfordshire Highways. 

(b) ROAD SAFETY: 

Feedback from residents on the village email on vehicle activated signs, speed 

limits and commuter parking was noted.   It would form part of the informal 

consultation on parking restrictions.   

Cr Johnston reported that the most senior OCC officer had advised that the 

current policy on 20mph speed limits stated that special circumstances had to be 

proved. 

Cr Crook had presented further information from OCC.  

• RESOLVED: that Cr Crook would convene a working group to consider 

road safety issues in the parish.  Membership: Crs Crook, J Standen and 

Walton. 

The Clerk had asked OCC to carry out speed monitoring in Foxborough Road 

and Kennington Road.  

(c) COMMUTER PARKING: Cr Johnston had endorsed the Council’s application 

for Community Priority Funding.  

• RESOLVED that the consultation should be delegated to the working 

group convened to consider road safety.  

It was agreed that after the trial of parking restrictions, the council should also 

seek the views of residents in Church Road, Spinneys Close and Catharine Close 

(d) SPEED MONITORING: 

• RESOLVED that a further speed survey should be carried out in Church 

Road in addition to those already requested for Foxborough Road and 

Kennington Road.   

This would supplement the survey carried out in 2011.   
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(e) SEWER BLOCKAGE CHURCH ROAD:  A meeting had been arranged with 

Thames Water’s area engineer on 17th December.   It was agreed that Thames 

Water would be asked for a view on what might have caused the blockage, given 

that there were only a small number of residential properties upstream.   

(f) FOOTPATH 8:  The clerk was meeting another contractor the following day and 

hoped to bring quotes to the January meeting. 

(g) ROAD SAFETY: Actions completed to date were: 

i. OCC asked to carry out speed surveys in Church Road and Kennington 

Road. 

ii. OCC asked to proceed with installing the “school” sign in Church Road 

as soon as possible. 

iii. OCC contacted with the Council’s agreement to the costs of extra parking 

restrictions and asked for a date for the trial of lines.  

(h)  GOOSEACRE DITCH:  

The ditch had been found to be filled with quite a large amount of hedge cuttings.   

 

• RESOLVED that the Council should write to the new resident in the 

house behind asking that no cuttings should be deposited in the ditch.      

  

192/18 CONSERVATION:  

(a) LOWER RADLEY GREEN:  Residents had met to discuss what should replace 

the diseased sycamore which had been taken down.  They agreed that they would 

like it to be replaced by a sweet chestnut or if that was likely to be susceptible to 

blight, then a lime.  It was thought that a smaller specimen was likely to fare 

better than a larger tree.  Residents had offered to water and maintain the tree 

while it became established. 

• RESOLVED that as recommended the Council would ask Mrs 

McDougall’s gardener to source, plant and protect a middling sized sweet 

chestnut or lime.   

(b) RADLEY LARGE WOOD:  Nothing further 

(c)  LOWER CHURCHYARD: Still nothing further. 

(d) VILLAGE POND:  Volunteers had spread a thick layer of chippings around the 

pond. 

  

193/18 THRUPP LANE ISSUES:  

It was reported that the landowner had stated that there was no requirement to 

submit an EIA provided he planned to extract gravel in the future. 

The Council had contacted the Vale regarding their application to extend the 

current temporary uses, and they had responded that they were waiting for 

OCC’s highways response.  

• RESOLVED:  

i. That the Council should write to Kevin Broughton asking if OCC 

had made its decision to proceed with the prohibition order. 

ii. The Council should monitor the website for any movement on the 

application. 

iii. The Council would begin to put together a brief for a formal legal 

opinion. 

iv. Before the next meeting, the Council would press the Vale on 

asking OCC for their response on Highways matters.  
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194/18 CORRESPONDENCE:  

(a) SCHOOL PLACES: Mrs Jessop had updated her statement to the November 

meeting and explained that the matter was going to the Ombudsman.  The 

Council felt that was unable to add anything at this point but Mrs Jessop was 

welcome to return in the future. 

(b) OXFORD-CAMBRIDGE EXPRESSWAY: Mr Higgs of Sugworth Lane had 

asked what steps the Council was taking to seek out more information about the 

Oxford Cambridge Expressway and had indicated that he would attend this 

meeting. The clerk had responded explaining the Council’s agreed position.   

(c) OALC NEWSLETTER FOR NOVEMBER: Noted. 

(d) OPEN SPACES SOCIETY NEWSLETTER: Noted. 

(e) RESULTS OF THE COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW:  The Vale had 

decided that land either side of Lodge Hill which was part of the North Abingdon 

development would move to Abingdon town at the elections in May 2019. 

  

195/18 MATTER FOR REPORT: None 

  

196/18 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA: None 

  

197/18 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:  

Ordinary meeting: Thursday 24th January 2019 at 7.30pm in the Church Room, 

following a meeting of the planning committee if one was required. 

 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………………………Date………………… 

  (Chairman) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNEX A: Draft finance report for December 2018:  
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DRAFT FINANCE REPORT Revised estimates

Budget Actual Remains in 

Income 2017-18 2018-19 2018-19 Budget

Precept 52,549.00 52,850.00 52,850.00 0.00

CTRS Grant 559.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Bank Interest 355.00 600.00 0.00 600.00

Garden Competition Donations 0.00 500.00 0.00 500.00

Grants 200.00 0.00 3,961.42 -3961.42

Village Hall Litter Cleaning 148.42 148.20 0.00 148.20

Allotments Rent & Water Charge 137.04 150.00 108.76 41.24

Playing Field Rent 1,595.00 1,600.00 1,860.00 -260.00

VAT refund 2,272.04 2,272.04 2,758.75 -486.71

Insurance claims 0.00 0.00 0.00

Refund 0.00 2,843.17 -2843.17

Cheque paid back in 96.00

57,911.50 58,120.24 64,382.10 -6,261.86

Expenditure

Administration

Overheads 23,499.94 25,572.98 15,826.52 9,746.46

Neighbourhood Plan 4,928.07 0.00 450.00 -450.00

Grants 2,387.50 3,000.00 150.00 2,850.00

Village Hall 2,435.46 2,050.00 0.00

Playing Field and pavilion 7,933.40 9,615.00 948.60 8,666.40

Play Area 2,013.39 2,450.00 1,077.87 1,372.13

Conservation 6,920.71 12,606.58 5,847.78 6,758.80

Village improvements 5,256.42 14,580.00 115.00 14,465.00

General maintenance 403.15 500.00 507.79 -7.79

Contingency 7,500.00 7,500.00

VAT 2,494.82 3,000.00 1,128.93 1,871.07

58,272.86 80,874.56 26,052.49 54,822.07

Brought forward 198,340.97 197,979.61

Carried forward 197,979.61 236,309.22

General reserves 58,029.61 96,359.22

139,950.00 139,950Earmarked reserves:


