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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF RADLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE 

CHURCH ROOM, RADLEY ON THURSDAY 24th JANUARY 2019 at 7.30pm 

 

PRESENT: Crowley (in the chair), Dudding, Henderson, Johnston, Wittneben 

IN ATTENDANCE:  District Councillor Ed Blagrove, the clerk.  

  

1/19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Crs Crook, Kallie, D Standen, J Standen, 

Walton and Yorston.  

  

2/19 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  There were none. 

DISPENSATIONS:  None were requested. 

  

3/19 MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: None 

  

4/19 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 13th DECEMBER 2018:  

• RESOLVED: That the minutes were an accurate account of the meeting.  

  

5/19 MEETING DATES: 

It was RESOLVED that the first meeting of the new council would be held on 

9th May when Declarations of Acceptance of Office would be signed and 

committee membership agreed.  The Annual Meeting would be held on the 4th 

Thursday as usual.  

• RESOLVED to delegate to the Garden Competition Working Group to 

set the date of the judging day.   

• RESOLVED that the Garden Competition would carry on in the usual 

format for this year and arrangements would be reviewed each year in the 

Autumn.  

  

6/19 POLICE MATTERS:   

(a) There were no issued to be raised with the police. 

(b) VANDALISM to residents’ cars parked in Church Road was noted.  

• RESOLVED to contact the Police regarding ongoing vandalism and to 

report in Radley News and the email asking residents to look out for and 

report to the police any future incidences. 

(c) SMARTWATER: The Police were putting together a bid to have Smartwater 

packs provided free of charge to Stonhouse Crescent, which had been nominated 

to be the first Smartwater street. 

• RESOLVED to collaborate with Kennington to provide kits.   

It was hoped that this would allow them to be purchased at a cheaper rate.  

  

7/19 PLANNING MATTERS: 

(a) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN:  

Cr Dudding reported that the Neighbourhood Plan steering group had met to 

consider how the Council should begin to spend CIL revenue from the new 

developments.  This was expected to  which was expected to quadruple annual 

income and expenditure over the next 10 years. 
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A draft strategy and general principles for CIL spending which identified 14 

projects on which the money could be spent were proposed  The document also 

identified what needed to be done to move them forward and included a 

Community Challenge Fund to encourage local people to come up with ideas and 

bid for funding.  

 

• RESOLVED to endorse the CIL Strategy as set out in the document.   

 

The Council was indebted to Cr Dudding for the enormous amount of work that 

she had done on this. 

 

It was proposed that the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group should be wound 

up and replaced with a new Development Steering Group which, like its 

predecessor, would be an advisory working group of the Parish Council.  

Membership was proposed to be 3 Parish Councillors, 3 co-opted members who 

were former members of the NP Steering Group and representatives of at least 5 

village institutions.  The group would meet at least every 2 months. 

• RESOLVED to institute a Development Steering Group with terms of 

reference as proposed. 

• RESOLVED that the PC would look into options for engaging additional 

paid support for the work of the Development Committee on either on a 

staff or consultancy basis.  

 The clerk recommended that to support CIL spending, the  Council should  

i) adopt the General Power of Competence and  

ii) purchase a financial software package specifically developed for Parish 

Councils to assist in managing and reporting on CIL funds.   

• RESOLVED that the Council meets the conditions of eligibility to hold 

the General Power of Competence:   

(a) the number of members of the council that have been declared to be elected, 

whether at ordinary elections or at a by-election, is equal to or greater than two-

thirds (rounded up) of the total number of members of the council ie 8; 

(b) the clerk to the parish council holds one of the required sector specific 

qualifications, in this case the Certificate in Local Council Administration and 

the clerk has completed training in the exercise of this power as part of this 

qualification. 

• RESOLVED to delegate to the clerk and the Chairman of Finance to 

make recommendations on the purchase of a proprietary accounting 

software package to the next meeting of the Council. 

(b) STRATEGIC SITES: 

i) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NW RADLEY: Cr Blagrove reported that the advice of Oxfordshire Highways 

was that the Whites Lane/Radley Road junction was suitable for the construction 

phase. The traffic plan was still in draft and would include a stipulation that there 

would be no construction traffic in Foxborough Road and no access to the 

Church Road site from Church Road .  Cr Blagrove would request details of 

Highways’ review of the junction. 

• RESOLVED that the Council should write to Highways. 
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ii) 

 

iii) 

SOUTH KENNINGTON: The S106 agreement was still not signed,  Cr Johnston 

reported that resolution was expected shortly. 

NORTH ABINGDON:   Nothing further to report.  

(d) OXFORD CAMBRIDGE EXPRESSWAY:  

It was agreed that there was now a substantial prospect that a Lodge Hill/ Radley 

route would be selected should the Expressway project go ahead and this 

outcome would have a major impact on Radley residents. It was agreed that the 

Council should take the lead in raising awareness of the threat, conveying 

whatever information was available to residents and engaging with local 

residents on what action should be taken.   

• RESOLVED that the PC organise a public meeting on the Expressway at 

the earliest suitable opportunity with a view to informing residents of the 

current position and hearing views as to what action should be taken. 

Action:  Clerk to look at the implications of purdah on the timing of the meeting. 

(e) 

 

SEWERAGE PROBLEMS CHURCH ROAD:  

Crs Dudding, Johnston, D Standen, J Standen, a local resident and the clerk had 

met with representatives of Thames Water to discuss the Council’s concerns 

about the recent blockage near the car park. 

 

Thames Water were happy that after attending in September and October, the 

system was flowing freely. It was agreed that the manhole would be inspected in 

March and recommendations made on any further action required.  

 

It was reported that there was a strong smell of sewage downstream from the 

pumping station in Lower Radley approximately 100 yards before the fishing 

hole.  A network engineer would attend and investigate whether there was a leak. 

 

(f) CIL SPENDING STRATEGY:    

• RESOLVED that the draft response should be submitted. 

(g) Community Nomination of  the Bowyer Arms as an asset of community value 

had been registered.  The District Council would decide by 14 February whether 

it constituted an asset of community value under section 88 of the Localism Act 

2011.   

(h) There were no planning applications which required comment over the Christmas 

period. 

(i) (193/18) The clerk had written to OCC asking whether it had made its decision to 

proceed with the prohibition order. There was no reply to date. 

  

8/19 FINANCIAL MATTERS:  

(a) The reconciliation was received. 

(b) The monthly finance report was received and is appended to the minutes. 

(c) The PCC had asked the Council to reimburse them a grant to  cover costs of 

maintaining the Lower Churchyard in 2018.  

• RESOLVED to make a grant of £840 for grass cutting in 2018. 

(d) FOOTPATH 8: 

Two quotes had been received for repainting the white lines either side of FP8 to 

a more durable specification. 
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• RESOLVED to accept Oxfordshire Direct Services’ quote for the work.  

They had advised that the work should be carried out later in the year 

when there was less likely to be a frost.  

The path would need to be cleared of weeds beforehand. 

(e) • RESOLVED that the following accounts were approved for payment: 

 

Income:      

31 12 18 Barclays Bank Bank Interest 451.43  

Expenditure 
 

   
 Supplier Item  Payment Power to act 

08 01 19     

DD Opus Energy Electricity supply 

pavilion 

86.26 LG(Misc 

Provisions)Act 

1976 

DD Castle Water Water supply allotments 6.15 Allotments Act 

1950 

06 01 19 Google Ireland Email hosting 36.30 LG Act 1972 s111 

17 01 19 Tony Stoyle Refund website hosting 86.26 LG Act 1972 s142 

24 01 19     

101480 HMRC PAYE & NI 149.74 LG Act 1972 s112 

101481 OCC Pension Fund Pension contributions 360.65 LG Act 1972 s112 

101482 Radley PCC Church Room rent 340.00 LG Act 1972 s111 

101483 Radley College Rent for Gooseacre and 

Church Road car park 

1089.29 LG (Misc 

Provisions) Act 

Highways Act 

1980 

101484 Mr M Crook Refund purchase of keys 11.20 Highways Act 

1980 

101485 Open Spaces Society Annual membership 36.00 LG Act 1972 s111 

101486 ST Grounds 

Maintenance 

Empty play area bin 50.00 Litter Act 1983 

s5,6 

101487 CPRE Annual membership 45.00 LG Act 1972 s111 

101488 Radley PCC Grass cutting Lower 

Churchyard 

840.00 LG Act 1972 

s214(6) 

101489 Cancelled    

30 12 18     

SO Mrs J Dymock Salary, village cleaner, 

telephone 

1163.13 LG Act 1972 

s112,111, Litter 

Act 1983 

(f) INTERNAL AUDIT: The clerk and Cr Crowley had considered quotes for 

internal audit services 

• RESOLVED to endorse the appointment of IAC Audit and Consultancy 

Limited as recommended by the chairman of the finance committee and 

the clerk. 

(g) SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL: There had been no applicants for the position.  

As previously agreed, the advert would be placed in local newspapers.  The clerk 

would agree wording and closing date with the school. 

(h) PRECEPT: The clerk reported that the precept request had been submitted (and 

acknowledged) on 19/12/18 
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(i) GRANTS:  Bigwood Residents’ Association had reported that they had used the  

£500 grant made in December 2017 towards the purchase of a defibrillator. 

Grants made in December 2018 to Bee Free Young Carers, Abingdon Bridge and 

Citizens Advice had been acknowledged. 

  

9/19 COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS: 

(a) COUNTY: Cr Johnston reported that: 

 The County component of the council tax was likely to rise by 2.5%. 

 He had endorsed the Council’s application to his priority fund to support 

additional parking restrictions in the streets around Radley station. 

 OCC had signed off on the last iteration of the minerals policy and this 

would go to consultation. The County had agreed that it should be fully 

resolved by the December 2020 Council meeting. 

 CONFIDENTIAL: 

The chairman moved that in accordance with section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies 

(Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by Section 100 of the Local 

Government Act 1972), the public (including the press) be excluded from the 

meeting because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

The Council received an update on Thrupp Lane planning matters.   

• RESOLVED that the Council should reply to the District Council asking 

that they determine the J Curtis and Sons application. 

• RESOLVED that the Council should write urgently to OCC enquiring on 

the progress of the County’s objection on Highways grounds.   

(b) DISTRICT: 

Cr Johnston reported that 

 It was estimated that the District Council element of the Council tax 

would increase by £5. 

 Outsourcing remained problematic.   

Cr Blagrove  

 The New Homes bonus settlement would come through with no reduction 

next year but the Council had made the decision that only work 

considered essential would go into the capital budget.  

 Work was ongoing on the Crowmarsh offices. 

 The next stage of community involvement had started. 

 Website development was on track. 

 The CIL spending consultation was live. 

 Applications were invited for Festival grants.  

  

10/19 HIGHWAY MATTERS 

(a) Reports of highway issues for reporting on Fix My Street: 

• Road surface outside Woodlands 

(b) ROAD SAFETY:  

(i) The Council noted further feedback from the village email regarding traffic 

speeds on Kennington Road near Radley College where children cross to the 

primary school.  

(ii) SPEED MONITORING: Monitoring on Foxborough Road, Kennington Road 

and Church Road was expected to be scheduled shortly.   
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(c) COMMUTER PARKING:  There was no date for the trial of parking restrictions.  

Cr Johnston would raise with the OCC officer. 

(d) An application for the continuation of Terrafirma’s Operator licence was noted. 

  

11/19 CONSERVATION:  

(a) LOWER CHURCHYARD:  

Confirmation had been received that the Lower Churchyard had finally been 

closed.  

 “The Secretary of State for Justice, after giving ten days' notice of his intention 

to do so, has, under the Burial Act 1853 as amended, made representations to Her 

Majesty in Council that, subject to the exceptions below, burials should be 

discontinued in… St James the Great Lower GV, Radley, Oxfordshire “ 

• RESOLVED that current maintenance arrangements should be 

continued.  The frequency and area of cuts would be agreed with the 

contractor.  

(b) LITTER CLEANING: The Big Abingdon Spring Clean would be held on 

Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd   and it was agreed that an might be held in Radley 

on the same weekend. 

(c) RADLEY LARGE WOOD: The town green application had been submitted by 

residents. 

(d) VILLAGE POND:  A meeting of the Pond Working Group arranged for 16th 

January had been cancelled because of illness and was rearranged for 30th 

January. 

  

12/19 THRUPP LANE ISSUES: Nothing further.  

  

13/19 ELECTIONS MAY 2019:  

It was agreed that the elections should be published on social media, the website, 

Radley News, the village email and by word of mouth.  Councillors were asked 

to encourage others to consider standing. 

  

14/19 CORRESPONDENCE: None 

  

15/19 MATTER FOR REPORT: None 

  

16/19 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA: None 

  

17/19 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:  

Ordinary meeting: Thursday 28th February 2019 at 7.30pm in the Church Room, 

following a meeting of the planning committee if one was required. 

 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………………………Date………………… 

  (Chairman) 
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ANNEX A: Draft finance report for January 2019:  

 

 
 

 

DRAFT FINANCE REPORT Revised estimates

Budget Actual Remains in 

Income 2017-18 2018-19 2018-19 Budget

Precept 52,549.00 52,850.00 52,850.00 0.00

CTRS Grant 559.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Bank Interest 355.00 600.00 451.43 148.57

Garden Competition Donations 0.00 500.00 0.00 500.00

Grants 200.00 0.00 3,961.42 -3961.42

Village Hall Litter Cleaning 148.42 148.20 0.00 148.20

Allotments Rent & Water Charge 137.04 150.00 108.76 41.24

Playing Field Rent 1,595.00 1,600.00 1,860.00 -260.00

VAT refund 2,272.04 2,272.04 2,758.75 -486.71

Insurance claims 0.00 0.00 0.00

Refund 0.00 2,953.17 -2953.17

Cheque paid back in 96.00

57,911.50 58,120.24 64,943.53 -6,823.29

Expenditure

Administration

Overheads 23,499.94 25,572.98 17,557.48 8,015.50

Neighbourhood Plan 4,928.07 0.00 1,000.00 -1,000.00

Grants 2,387.50 3,000.00 2,750.00 250.00

Village Hall 2,435.46 2,050.00 0.00

Playing Field and pavilion 7,933.40 9,615.00 1,051.22 8,563.78

Play Area 2,013.39 2,450.00 1,127.87 1,322.13

Conservation 6,920.71 12,606.58 6,647.85 5,958.73

Village improvements 5,256.42 14,580.00 0.00 14,580.00

General maintenance 403.15 500.00 772.79 -272.79

Contingency 7,500.00 7,500.00

VAT 2,494.82 3,000.00 1,377.06 1,622.94

58,272.86 80,874.56 32,284.27 48,590.29

Brought forward 198,340.97 197,979.61

Carried forward 197,979.61 230,638.87


