
PARISH MEETING
Saturday 11th May at 11am in the 

Bowyer Arms



WELCOME

Introduction by the Parish Council chairman
Cr J Standen welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
She congratulated Bob Johnston on his election as district councillor.
She reported that 6 councillors had been elected on May 2nd so there were 5 vacancies to fill.  
The Neighbourhood Plan was finalised and has gone through the referendum stage – she thanked all who voted – and was now 
in place.  Thanks go to Scilla Dudding and other parish councillors and members of the Steering Group and also to Richard 
Dudding whose help was invaluable. 
Street parking restrictions in Foxborough Road and Church Road were in hand with Oxfordshire County Council.  These would 
see a reduction of 1 car space between the station and Lower Radley and double yellow lines added north of Lower Radley past 
Spinneys Close on both sides. 
She pointed to improvements to the pond and thanked the school headteacher and the wonderful work of parent Joolz Mulcahy 
and Cr D Standen.  There were plans for a jetty giving access to the water and the Council looked forward to children being able 
to use the area to learn more about nature here in the village.

Present at the meeting:
2 police officers, 1 officer from British Transport Police, 35 electors, all 6 parish councillors and the clerk.
District Councillor Diana Lugova sent her apologies.



6 councillors were elected on  2nd May 2019 in an uncontested election:

Lynda 
Crowley

Priscilla 
Dudding

Chris 
Henderson

Bob 
Johnston

Jenny 
Standen

Elaine 
Walton

5 vacant seats.  Councillors will discuss at the annual meeting on 16th May

Radley Parish Council

http://www.radleyvillage.org.uk/installer/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Elaine-Walton.png


PCSO Rich Osborn
Criminal Damage to cars: PSCO Osborn reported that there had 

been historic damage to vehicles which were legally parked outside 

the station.  Reports were in high double figures and the Police were 

working with the British Transport Police.  He noted that victims say 

that they have typically had 4-5 incidents of damage before they 

report to the police.  

The Police believe that a village resident is responsible and because 

of the times when incidents happen they are either not working or 

retired.  He asked those present to report anything they see, 

however small.  This could be done anonymously through 

Crimestoppers.  

Shed burglaries:   There had been shed break-ins across the Local 

Policing Area including in Radley.  They typically happened in long 

gardens which back onto fields.  He urged people to look at the 

security of their sheds.

Domestic burglaries: There had been a spike in burglaries and he 

advised people to take photographs of valuable items and consider 

using “Smartwater” which could be bought for £10 from the police.



News from village groups and 

organisations
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Having just taken over the Chair from Andrea Saunders, here is a brief summary for this year regarding our Group.

The Radley Retirement Group has been running for 30 years and we had a 30 year tea party, where gifts were given to 

three founder members who still attend our meetings namely:- Doug Rawlinson, Barbara Wootton and Jean Willans.

We meet every second Tuesday afternoon in the Village Hall have a membership of 99 members and everyone is 

welcome.

The Club has an outing every month usually the Third Tuesday of the month, except October, November and December 

when we have a film show in the Village Hall.

Last month we visited Ardley Energy Recovery Centre and also The Nicholson Garden Nursery.

In the near future we hope to go to Hastings, Newbury Races, a River Trip and the Tower of London.

We also run three holidays a year, one abroad with “SAGA” and two in Great Britain.  This year we travelled to Denia in 

Spain and shortly we will be going to the Isle of Man and later in the year to the Isle of Wight.  Next year we are going to 

Malta with “SAGA” and Newquay and Eastbourne.

If you would like more information regarding the Club, outings and holidays please contact me Dick Crabb on01235 

524406 or:-sueanddickcrabb@gmail.com

Thank you

Dick Crabb Chairman 

Radley Retirement Group



Radley Village Shop
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ll The village hall has had another good year. It continues to provide a social hub for village 

groups and those outside the area also. We are very proud that we are totally self 

funding and are always looking at improving facilities.

Looking forward, the committee are currently seeking quotes for re-felting the roof as this 

will need attention soon.

We run a fortnightly bingo in the hall which is popular with all cash prizes. Our next bingo 

is Wed 15 May at 7.30pm. We would love to see you there.

All enquiries re bookings should be directed to Jordan Sharp our bookings Secretary on 

01235 528422 who will be happy to help

Graham Collett (Chairman).



 We started the summer term by inviting a leader from another unit who ran 
an International evening for us as a fundraiser for her International trip.  We 
then held a co-operative games evening and completed the Trefoil Guild 
challenge badge.  Out and about on a first Thursday of the month when the 
village hall is unavailable saw us complete an Abingdon town picture quiz 

set up by Friends of Abingdon.  A great chance to enjoy 
the summer weather which culminated in a chip shop 
visit for refreshments.  We then had two quite 
exuberant activities – a new sport to all girls ….. roller 
skiing -  which turned out to be a real challenge to most 
and secondly a slightly less dangerous evening of 

Bollywood dancing.  Emily, one of our girls working towards her Baden 
Powell then organised a Peruvian themed evening – pinning the tail on the 
alpaca, building Machu Picchu from junk and designing wax pictures. 
 
Towards the end of June we had a very special guest come along to the 

Guide meeting – Councillor Emily Smith, Leader of the Opposition for 

VWHDC [and an ex Guide herself]who spent the evening telling us all about 

how she entered politics, how the local councils are organised and all about 

what her position involves.  The Guides were extremely inquisitive and 

many questions were posted Emily’s way.  Our final two evenings of the 

summer term were outdoor cooking at Youlbury [when we cooked s’mores 

and chocolate sponge in oranges] and a silly sports evening held on the 

playing field.   

All was not over for the summer term though and the first day of the school 
holidays saw us leave for camp.  This year we went to Pinsent Scout 
campsite near to Winchester and also invited along our near neighbours - 
12th Abingdon Guides.  A fantastic time was had by all – new lifelong 
friendships were made and most girls went home with numerous new skills 

to their name.  They also learnt how to cope with the most extremes of 
weather – we all arrived in VERY hot sunny times but by the time we went 
to strike camp we had learnt how to endure 12 hours of torrential 
downpours.  True Guiding camp weather.  A week after returning from this 
camp one leader and one Guide from the unit joined in the Abingdon 
Division Guides trip to Switzerland.   
 
At the end of the summer term said goodbye to one of our unit helpers, 

Georgina who has joined a unit closer to her home in North Oxford.   

Having had such a successful camp the leadership team were looking 
forward to and had planned an amazing autumn term.  Unfortunately just a 
few days before the start of term we were given the frustrating news that a 
local athletics club had changed its training night from a Tuesday to a 
Thursday evening at exactly the same time we ran Guides.  We lost eight 
Guides straight away which meant our numbers were somewhat depleted.  
Never beaten we thought positive and worked with the girls we had whilst 
also embarking on a massive recruitment drive contacting all the local 
schools.  The majority of our meetings in the autumn term were 
concentrated on introducing the new Guide programme.  Up until now 
Guides had been working in patrols towards Go For Its and then working on 
individual badges all culminating in the highest award a Guide can achieve 
–The Baden Powell Challenge.  Radley Guides have had numerous girls 
successful in gaining this accolade and we all felt it a shame that it was to be 
discontinued as from July 2019.  Girlguiding have introduced UMA’s which 
are unit meeting activities and Skills Builders which girls work on in their 
patrols.   There are also numerous new interest badges that the girls need to 
work on at home – a selection of new badge subjects such as whittling, 
geocaching, vlogging, media critic and human rights.  Once the required 
number of challenges are complete a girl is awarded a theme badge.  You 
then have to get a certain amount of theme awards before you can gain your 
Gold Award which is now the highest award available to a Guide and 
replaces the Baden Powell.  It has been quite a challenge for everyone – 
leaders and girls – to get our heads around the new programme - slowly but 
surely we are getting there.  Unfortunately some of the most popular interest 
badges [hostess, swimmer, cook] have been discontinued so we feel a bit 
frustrated by this but we must move with the times and grow Guiding for  R
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the future.  We had three girls working on their old Baden 

Powell when the new programme was introduced and 

they were given until July 2019 to complete it.  On 

November 30th we invited local Girlguiding members to 

our weekly meeting and presented Laura Hounslow and 

Anna Pitt Francis with their awards.  We have one left to 

present later this term and we hope to make this a very 

special occasion as  it will be the last ever Baden Powell 

Challenge to be awarded at Radley Guides.   

We attended, along with the rest of Abingdon Division Guides, the 

Abingdon service of Act of Remembrance at St Helens Church and 

Abingdon War memorial on Remembrance Sunday. 

We also spent several nights of the autumn term making,  marzipanning and 

decorating Christmas cakes.  The Guides all got to take their cakes home and 

enjoy for Christmas.  Our final meeting of 2018 was a night making 

homemade confectionery.  Our Christmas treat was ten pin bowling at the 

Kassam. 

As normal we participated in the Scout and Guide Christmas Post and 

helped at Abingdon Lions Santa float both of which are main fundraisers for 

the year. 

A new year soon arrived and another term beckoned.  We started with a 

good old fashioned board games evening and then moved on to completing 

some more challenges of the new programme.  The Guides themselves chose 

to do shadow puppets and spent one evening producing and organising 

their own little shadow puppet play.  We celebrated Burns Night by having 

a go at Scottish dancing, eating Haggis, drinking Iron Bru, learning the 

Burns Night poem and finally making Highland Cattle magnets. 

We have had a couple of nights out at local performances – the whole unit 

went along to Kennington’s Robinson Crusoe  panto [several of our old 

Guides are members of the cast] and then half of us attended the Scout and 

Guide Gang Show at Radley College over half term. 

We had a very informative meeting learning all about the bells at St Helens 

Church and then all had a go at ringing them.  The Guides also tried 

handbell ringing.  

On our meeting closest to Shrove Tuesday we decided have a 

pancake evening – half the girls cooked pancakes on tin cans over 

a night light and the other half tried their hand at using trangias. 

A very special treat at the end of the winter term was to attend 

the augmented climbing wall at Kassam stadium.  The girls were 

quite unsure about it until we got there but they soon became 

very enthusiastic and by the end of the evening were all extremely worn out.  

A really enjoyable activity. 

Having already touched on the bad news already 

earlier in my report that we lost a large amount of 

girls and even though I have personally done a 

massive recruitment campaign I am very saddened to 

say that we now only have eight Guides in the unit.  This is the lowest it has 

been for years but many units in the area are experiencing lower numbers. 

BUT we do have good news.  Last summer we realised that we would be 

losing all our older girls this year as they were all getting too old to be in 

Guides.  They all enjoyed coming to us each week and still wanted to do 

something similar whilst keeping in contact with their Guiding friends.  So 

our assistant Guide Leader, Karen, suggested opening a Ranger unit in the 

village.  So that is what we have done!!  We are running Rangers alongside 

Guides on the same night at the same time in the same place for any girls 

aged 14-18.  Some nights we share activities and compete against each other, 

other nights Rangers do completely different activities from the Guides.  We 

have 9 members so far with hopefully a few more soon to join us from 

neighbouring Guide units when they reach 14 years old. 

So …at present we have 8 Guides and 9 Rangers  with three leaders covering 

the two units. 

We are looking forward to a camp at Foxlease this summer including a day 
trip to Brownsea Island. 
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Lynda Crowley reported 

that FRL would be holding 

Tea at the Lakes on 27th

May 2-4.30pm.  

She explained that the 

group supports Earth Trust 

with the cost of providing a 

warden at the Lakes. 

Lynda Crowley explained 

that Friends of Radley 

Station is a small group 

which goes along to 

Radley Group station 

every week and picks up 

litter, mows the grass 

and generally keeps the 

site tidy. 

They would welcome 

some help on Thursday 

mornings from 10am
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Radley History Club

Nicholas Lawrence reported that the group 

meets on the 2nd Monday of each month in the 

school hall.  There was a very interesting talk 

coming up in July “industrial archaeology in 

your shed” and all were welcome.

Through grants, the group had been able to 

commission a display board on the history of 

the station which would be erected at the 

station in time for the GWR 175th anniversary in 

June.



Radley Parish Council
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Items raised and discussion:

Road safety:  Lack of defined crossing points on Church Road around the school.

Any development should take into account dedicated access to the school. School governors were asking 

for the car park to be maintained.  School governors urged the Parish Council to proceed with traffic calming 

measures outside the school.

Speed advisory signs:  It was thought that smiley/sad face flashing signs would be most effective. 

The Council advised that speed limit reduction was not in the Parish Council’s gift but was in the hand of 

County Highways and would have to comply with their policy on speed limits in the county. However flashing 

lights were. 

Narrow pavements on Foxborough Road

Speed of commercial vehicles on Foxborough Road:

Parking in Stonhouse Crescent:  Residents were advised to report a business which was causing a 

nuisance to Planning Enforcement.



HEADLINES:
Income:

• Just over £65,000, mainly from the Council Tax

• Also grants, refunds, playing field and allotment rents.

Expenditure:

• Totalled £44,000, approximately 50% of which on overheads including wages, grants and general running costs.  

• Remainder: village maintenance: 

▪ Ongoing care of the playing field and play area and other areas controlled by the PC (allotments, village hall environs), 

▪ a substantial amount of tree surgery and 

▪ cutting verges in the village.  

▪ In future, the Parish Council will pay the costs of maintaining the Lower Churchyard now that it’s “closed”.

Reserves: Apart from saving for things like replacing play equipment and other items when necessary, reserves have been 

accruing to support Neighbourhood Plan projects.  

The accounts to the end of March have been to the Internal Auditor and will go to the External Auditor shortly.

The unaudited summary sheet and the budget are available on the website.  More information and details from the clerk. 



INCOME
2017-18 2018-19

Precept 52,549.00 52,850.00 Raised through Council Tax (Parish component unchanged since 2013)

CTRS Grant 559.00 0.00

Bank Interest 355.00 451.43

Garden Competition Donations 0.00 200.00 Grant from Abingdon Marathon

Grants 200.00 3,961.42 Grant from Radley College to the Kennington Road speed limit change

Village Hall Litter Cleaning 148.42 0.00

Allotments Rent & Water Charge 137.04 116.26 Paid by allotment holders

Playing Field Rent 1,595.00 1,860.00

VAT refund 2,272.04 2,758.75 PC can reclaim VAT on certain expenditure

Insurance claims 0.00 0.00 None

Refund 0.00 2,953.17 Refunds on utilities - pavilion

Cheque paid back in 96.00

57,911.50 65,151.03

Radley Parish Council



EXPENDITURE

2017-18 2018-19

Administration

Overheads 23,499.94 22,948.02 Wages, insurance, office supplies, subscriptions, website

Neighbourhood Plan 4,928.07 1,085.00 Presentation and printing

Grants 2,387.50 2,930.00

Village Hall 2,435.46 740.00 Gardening, tree surgery around the village hall

Playing Field and pavilion 7,933.40 2,616.38 Utilities, maintenance, ditch clearance

Play Area 2,013.39 1,200.87 Inspections and repairs

Conservation 6,920.71 8,926.50 Gardening, tree surgery, verge cutting

Village improvements 5,256.42 949.00 Grass cutting

General maintenance 403.15 783.99 Grit bin for the car park, defibrillator maintenance

Contingency

VAT 2,494.82 2,028.03 VAT paid on expenditure - reclaimed annually

58,272.86 44,207.79

Brought forward 198,340.97 197,979.61

Carried forward 197,979.61 218,922.85

General reserves 58,029.61 78,972.85

Earmarked reserves: 139,950.00 139,950.00

Radley Parish Council



Grants
Beneficiary Purpose Amount

Radley Guides Contribution to cost of storage for the 

group's equipment
150.00

Oxfordshire South 

and Vale Citizens 

Advice Bureau

Contribution to the charity's running costs 

to support its work with Radley residents. 
1,300.00

Bee Free Young 

Carers

Contribution to the charity's running costs 

to support its work with Radley residents. 
500.00

Abingdon Bridge Contribution to the charity's running costs 

to support its work with Radley residents. 
800.00

Radley History Club Contribution to project to install an 

information board at Radley Station
180.00

Radley Parish Council



Items raised and discussion:

Road repairs: County Councillor Bob Johnston said that the had submitted a list of significant schemes for 

priority funding and would hear soon which had been successful.  The County had engaged in prudential 

borrowing which had allowed it to replace all street lights with LEDs which would produce savings which 

would be used to repay the loans.

Improved cycle paths as mentioned in the Neighbourhood Plan: C Dudding explained that the proposal 

was that a cycle path would be created on the North Side of 12 Acre Drive which would eliminate the need 

for cyclists to cross roads.  The Council had lost the argument that a cycle path should run along the 

railway line and across the South Kennington Development site.  

It was thought that cyclists were most likely to use a path which offered an unbroken route.

PCSO Osborn commented that commuter cyclists were likely to use cycle routes if available.

Commuter parking:  Concerns were raised at cars being displaced by the proposed yellow lines to other 

parts of the village, notably Church Road and Stonhouse Crescent. 

Cars parked on pavements:  PCSO Osborn advised that these could be dealt with under nuisance laws.



For more information and to be kept up 

to date on village events and issues

Sign up to the village email

See www.radleyvillage.org.uk
Radley Parish Council


