RADLEY NEWS SPECIAL
May 2020

Radley Large Wood—April 2020

Radley News Special has been put together by a small group of
volunteers with the support of the usual Radley News editors. In
the current exceptional circumstances, the magazine has been
produced and distributed with financial support from the Parish
Council. It contains no advertising and benefits from a greater
number of contributions.
There is an electronic version (in colour) available on the village
website at www.radleyvillage.org.uk/radley-news-special/
Printed copies have been delivered to Radley News
subscribers. Copies are also available in the village shop (£1).
Editing and production will return to normal once the current
restrictions are lifted.

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITORS

RADLEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL

We send best wishes to all readers. We echo the huge public thanks to
all those working in our community – and across the country – in the
NHS, care homes and other essential services, whose work exposes
them to daily risk of contact with the virus. We also send our heartfelt
good wishes to those of you in the ‘extremely vulnerable’ group whom
the Government has advised to stay at home and avoid all face-to-face
contact for at least 12 weeks. What you are being asked to cope with is
perhaps as big a challenge as any.

The school in conjunction with the remainder of the nation during the
COVID-19 pandemic, finds itself in unprecedented circumstances and is
currently only open to the children of key workers and to vulnerable children.

Within this issue are articles about how Radley is coping with lockdown
and a list of resources if you need help.
One of the highlights of the lockdown so far was the Animal Safari
Walk organised by Claire Jowett on Sunday 19th April. Lots of us
enjoyed a walk in the sunshine around the village to look at the
‘animals’ displayed at front gates, many with facts alongside them.
Around 50 families put out an animal (or several) and a fact (or
several). See the back cover for a collage of photos from Claire and
others. Thank you Claire, and all the families who took part.
Editorial team: Richard Dudding, Scilla Dudding, Phil Henderson, John
Huddleston and Joyce Huddleston
Queries, comments and any contributions for future issues to:
radleynewsspecial@radleyparish.org
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We have around six children of various ages in school each day, with the
remainder of our children working at home with their parents on home
learning packs sent from the school, some of which is online. Parents are
working extremely hard with their children, and there is two-way
communication between children and their teachers through email, letters and
various online platforms, such as Google Classroom. We are bringing a
minimum number of staff into school each day, with teachers who are not in
school on certain days working from home.
One of the highlights of the day (for the children and the staff!) is the running
(or walking!) of the daily mile. The mile has been measured by the children as
being 11 laps round our field, which is at its glorious best in the spring
sunshine.
At present it remains unknown as to when the school will be allowed to
re-open for all our children, but we look forward to that time. In the
meanwhile, we are grateful to the whole of our community – the immediate,
and the wider community of Radley – for all the support upholding the school,
whilst it is working in a largely virtual capacity.

Grace Slater
Headteacher, Radley CE Primary School

RADLEY WI
Radley WI is on lockdown as are all other organisations. We hope to be back to
having our meetings in the autumn, when we have our new programme ready
to go! Our monthly meetings are the first Thursday of every month in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. We welcome new members or come along as a visitor.
Keep safe and well everyone, and we will let you know when our meetings will
begin again.
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BIRDS IN MAY
The wet and mild winter in our part of the world was the foundation for a
notably intense start to spring, giving good conditions for both resident
and incoming birds.
A walk down to the river in May through Lower
Radley should give a chance of hearing the quick
and scratchy song of a whitethroat. Once down at
the Thames try to get a glimpse of the small and
elusive sedge and reed warblers that are more
likely to be heard than seen – they chatter and
bubble away low down in the bankside growth. The
first stretch of the Thames from the Radley College
boathouse towards Sandford is the place to head for
these African migrants.
There may not be College rowers on the water this summer, but
kingfishers will be going about their usual business. Anywhere along
our stretch of the river could have your spirits lifted by the sudden sight
of their unmistakable electric blue dash to feeding perch or nest hole.
Swifts (apus apus)
My final bird to watch for in May is
A push from the lofty cradle
the common swift, though sadly
And the fledgling forked-tail
nowhere near as common as they
Is on its way. Airborne, tumbling,
were. Even those who are unable
Swerving, concise scythe-shaped
to make it down to the river can
hope to spot one or more of these
Wings drive the sleek brown sprite
spectacularly fast flyers. Whereas
Over rooftops and spires, round
swallows will generally be seen
Blocks and towers. Gape-devoured,
relatively close to the ground, and
Insects become flight fuel.
the smaller house martins
somewhat higher (depending on
Non-stop, non-alighting, Africa-bound,
There is no settling phase, no look
where the food is to be found),
Of leisure. Are they models for our
swifts tend to be at a greater
Racing spirits, these swifts?
altitude, opening their gape wide
as they catch food on the wing.
They are among the greatest acrobats of the avian world and their young
stay airborne for two years from the moment they leave the nest. No
lockdown for them in particular and for the natural world more generally.

Article and poem by Paul Gamble
Photo of whitethroat © Wikimedia Commons
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OXFORDSHIRE SCOUTS
EASTER 2020 CAMP AT HOME
During the Easter weekend I joined over 1,600 Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and their
leaders at the Oxfordshire Easter Camp. Usually local Scout camps are held at
Youlbury (a large outdoor space on Boar’s Hill), but this camp was held in our
homes and gardens because of the coronavirus outbreak. Scouts camped for
one night in a tent or shelter in their back gardens or in a den inside their
house. The camp started off with an opening ceremony, which I watched on
YouTube, by the Oxfordshire County Commissioner and UK Chief
Commissioner. They welcomed everyone and talked about what we would do
on the camp.
I decided to camp on Easter Saturday and I
built my tent in a sheltered area of my back
garden: it was a good place because it was
flat and easy to access the house from. I lit
a campfire from my flint and steel in the
chimenea. I used some dry grass and small
scraps of wood as kindling to make the
spark from my flint and steel grow to a
flame. The fire started off small, but I kept
on feeding it bigger and bigger sticks and
logs. I toasted marshmallows in the
chimenea and they were ready in an
amazing five seconds!
In the evening I made ‘Breakfast Bonanza’: a meal containing sausages,
mushrooms, tomatoes, onions and potatoes, as well as some seasoning. I put
it in a slow cooker which cooked it until the morning so it was ready for
breakfast. In most of the remaining time during the camp I played swing ball.
The night in the tent was quite good and it did not get that cold, but I woke up
about six times! I ate a chocolate biscuit at 4 am.
I took photos which were later put on the Oxford Scouts’ Facebook page. It
was fun camping in the garden and I would like to do it again this year.
Philip Ashton
40th Oxford Kennington Scouts
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EXCITING PLANS FOR TWO BEAUTIFUL AND
VALUED PARTS OF THE PARISH
Radley is blessed with two wonderful areas for peaceful walking and
nature. Both are already ‘Conservation Target Areas’ and there are
exciting plans for their future. They are particularly attractive at
present. If you can, take a walk there as your ‘daily exercise’.

Radley Lakes

A masterplan is being prepared for this wider Lakes area. The aim is
to safeguard and enhance natural habitats, but also to create a wider
range of walking routes opening vistas and linking with the Thames
path. It is also hoped that a pedestrian route can be created from the
village without the need to dice with the heavy lorries. That, and
much else, depends on what can be agreed with the landowners, all
of whom have been approached.
You will be able to see displays of the plans and give your views as
soon as coronavirus restrictions allow – possibly in September. Local
support will be very important in making this happen.

Radley Large Wood
This venerable wood is at the other end on the parish, bordering on
Kennington. It is ancient semi-natural woodland that has existed from
at least the thirteenth century, when it was Abingdon Abbey’s deer
park. It is likely that oak from the wood was used in Radley Church
and in the old Lower Radley houses.
For most of its history the wood was the private territory of the
manor, but in more recent decades local people have been free to
walk along its paths. It is particularly popular at the present time of
the year when the woodland floor is a sea of bluebells mixed with
white anemones (see photo on front cover).
Radley Lakes is the area of former minerals working and ash in-filling
in the south of the parish. Many of you will be familiar with Thrupp
Lake (pictured). This was saved from ash filling and is now a muchvalued amenity with a circular walk managed by the Earth Trust. You
may also be familiar with the lorry traffic on Thrupp Lane which makes
it difficult to get to the Lakes safely on foot or bike!
But you may not know the wider Lakes area. This has a great
proliferation and diversity of natural life, with habitats ranging from
deep lakes to shallow ponds and from open grassland to thick scrub
and managed woodland. Some things may surprise you, like a
spectacular area of orchids which has colonised one of the lakes that
was filled with ash.
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There is a public right of way along the western edge of the wood,
but the ability to walk elsewhere has been by informal agreement
and there has been recent local concern to put this on a more secure
basis for the future. A proposal for a village green was put to the
County Council, but it now looks as if this will be unnecessary as the
landowner has agreed to create a network of permissive paths
safeguarding our ability to enjoy the wood for many years ahead.
The detail is not yet finalised, but this is very promising news – and
perhaps a precedent of the kind of enlightened approach which we
would like to see in Radley Lakes.
Richard Dudding and Chris Henderson
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SUPPORTING EVERYONE IN RADLEY VILLAGE
(SERV)

RADLEY PHONE FRIENDS – MAKING LOCKDOWN LESS
ISOLATING

At the outbreak of the virus in March, Radley Church, Radley Good
Neighbours and Radley College got together to see if we could recruit ‘a
few’ volunteers to help those in isolation in our village. We recruited 140
(100 in Radley College and 40 in the village)! What a great community we
live in. And now we are extending the scheme to Sunningwell, Bayworth
and Kennington.
Since then we have become aware of how many people in the village are
quite naturally looking after their neighbours and friends, and we are
delighted to be able to help alongside this. So far we have done more than
100 jobs, which involve shopping, collecting prescriptions and dog
walking. If you find yourself self-isolating or housebound for any reason,
please do not hesitate to ring one of our co-ordinators (see below).
SERV has also launched a Phone Friends service – see next page.
Finally, and most importantly, a very big THANK YOU to all our
volunteers who are so keen to help those who are finding it difficult at this
time. We could not do it without them.

How is lockdown for you? For some people – especially those who live
on their own – it’s pretty lonely. People who normally go out to work can
feel very cut off from the camaraderie of the office; people shut inside
with health needs might only be seeing their carer for a few minutes a
day; people without the internet have very limited communication
options.
Hearing a friendly voice on the phone can really lift the spirits.
When the SERV volunteer initiative was set up, several people realised
that a Phone Friends scheme could really make a difference. It means
that anyone who’s feeling a bit isolated can now have a chat from time to
time with one of the Friends. It’s not a professional helpline – it’s the sort
of chat you might have at the bus stop, or over coffee, or over the garden
fence.
The Phone Friends all live locally, and the team is organised by Mary
O’Brien, using her professional experience of this kind of work. She’s
enabled the volunteers to think through important things like
confidentiality, and being good listeners.
One of the Friends is Ann:
“The training gave us good pointers on how to stay focused on what
is being said, how to listen really carefully. The idea is for us to have
a friendly chat with the person being called. We won’t be giving
advice, but we will be able to point people to where they can get help,
if they want it.”
A conversation with a Phone Friend is private between you, unless, with
your permission your Friend is organising some help for you.
If you’d like a Phone Friend to be in touch with you, ring Mary O’Brien
on 07729 081498 or 01235 537128. And if you think a friend or
neighbour might value the service, please pass this information on to
them.
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Radley Village Shop has been open for almost 13 years. We are fortunate that,
for all this time, John Goodenough has been the manager – ably assisted by a
team of willing volunteers, some of who have been involved since day 1. The
shop quickly established a core of regular customers and became a central hub
for the village. As the shop developed it has been able to award grants to many
village organisations to help with the work that they do within the community.
Behind the scenes there is a strong and diverse management committee who,
alongside John and other specialists, use their combined skills and wise
judgements to maintain a successful community shop within the village.
There have been challenges along the way but none more so than at present as
we all adapt to a different way of life because of coronavirus. Radley Village
Shop would not be able to exist without volunteers. The number has dropped
over the years, but we were able last year to recruit several new people who
have provided much needed help. Sadly, because of the demographics of the
team, many have had to temporarily withdraw their labour and the number
available to cover shifts and continue to work in the background fell from 58 to
22. We are very grateful to John and others beavering away to keep the shop
running, and also to the additional volunteers from Radley College and the
village who have helped us maintain social distancing inside the shop.
We have been pleased to be able to remain open, although on reduced hours,
for our many loyal customers. We have welcomed many new customers, from
the village and further away, whom we have been able to supply with much
needed provisions during this time of crisis. When life returns to normal, as it
will, we hope all of our customers – both old and new – will continue to
support the shop in the way it has supported them in the bad times. And,
perhaps, consider volunteering to make sure that this vital resource will be able
to continue for the benefit of the whole village.
Bob Earl – Chairman, RVS Management Committee
Shop Opening Hours until further notice
Monday to Friday
7.00 am to 2.00 pm
Saturdays
9.00 am to 12.00 noon
Sundays
9.00 am to 12.00 noon
Bank Holidays (8 and 25 May)
9.00am to 12.00 noon
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FRIENDS OF RADLEY STATION
GWR is running a reduced service. You can check times at gwr.com.
Travel only if you have a reasonable excuse, such as getting to a job that
cannot be done from home, or to provide assistance to a vulnerable
person. There is normally plenty of room on the trains for you to observe
two metres separation. And don’t forget to thoroughly wash your hands
at the earliest opportunity after your journey.
Some of you may have spotted that a ticket machine has appeared on the
Oxford platform. It takes card payments only. It’s a touch screen, so best
the moment to disinfect or wash your fingers after use.
County Council wants your views
Oxfordshire County Council wants your views, by 17 May, on preparing
its Transport and Connectivity Plan. You can view their ideas by
searching online for the Oxfordshire County Council consultations
portal. OCC propose, for example, safe routes for children to walk or
cycle to school, and a network of Greenways for walkers, cyclists, and
equestrians. The papers were prepared before the pandemic, and perhaps
underestimate the hope that we are learning how to depend less on cars.
Decarbonising transport
The Department for Transport has published Decarbonising Transport:
Setting the Challenge. Search online for: creating the transport
decarbonisation plan.
Nicholas Lawrence
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RADLEY COLLEGE OPENS AS ‘VIRTUAL RADLEY’ FOR THE
SUMMER TERM

RADLEY CHAPEL EXPANSION

It is remarkable to think that the Radley College Summer Term has begun. If
you are interested, you can get a hint of what a Virtual School looks like by
visiting our website www.radley.org.uk/about-radley/virtual-radley

We also have three construction projects midway through. As you may have
seen, the housing opposite the Church has now ground to a halt and so has the
new boarding house. This is due to lack of material supply and some specialists
stopping work as well as needing to comply with social distancing rules.

A sense of collective community continues at the College and our time together
to reflect each day is important. Every week on a Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday we run a virtual Chapel service at 17:45. Please do feel free to join
us, the service is streamed live and anyone can watch by visiting this webpage
on our website www.radley.org.uk/about-radley/radley-videos/live-streamfilming-list

However, none of this has hindered the Chapel extension as it is a slow-moving
traditional project with only a handful of workers on site at any one time. The
picture below was taken this week and shows the new Sanctuary taking shape.
In the coming months it will be dressed in brick, stone and stained glass. We
look forward to the day when we can all come together again to worship as
one community.

There are no boys here, of course, but a full teaching programme is underway
as well as a remarkable number of activities. We have all learned a lot of
technology very quickly!

David Anderson
Estates Bursar, Radley College

It has been lovely to see the local community helping each other and College
staff are fully involved in that, from helping in coordination to jobs on the
ground for individuals to help at the shop. It is really heart-warming to see the
collaboration and strength of community spirit.
The College public footpaths are both still open and being very well used.
Access at the entrance is through the side gate in front of the Lodge. This is
manned 24/7 and feel free to ask the person on duty should you have any
questions. We have a mixture of Housemistresses, Estates Staff and Security on
duty and they all like a chat (from a distance of course). We would ask that
social distancing is observed and everyone sticks to the designated route. If you
are coming by bicycle please dismount through the College so walkers can feel
safe.
Operationally, we have gone from over 300 staff to 10 on the ground. The
College grounds continue to be maintained beautifully and we are doing our
best to bring the campus to the boys virtually.
Unfortunately, both the Sports Centre and the Golf Course are closed. We are
following government guidelines, and will reopen both just as soon as possible.

12

13

CHRISTIAN AID PLANT SALE 2020
From Pat & Bob Earl (1 St James Road, Radley Tel: 01235 203124)
We’d been planning, and preparing, for the annual plant sale to take place on
Saturday 16th May. Like me I’m sure many of you are growing a few extra
plants to bring along to the plant sale.

FROM RADLEY CHURCH
This joyful Eastertide
It’s been one of the strangest Easters I can remember. Normally, Easter
Sunday is one of the high points of the year for the church family, as many
of us gather together in large numbers to proclaim the resurrection of Jesus
to the world. This year, I celebrated the Easter Eucharist with just my wife
able to share the bread and wine.
It might feel for many of us that the triumph of the resurrection jars with
our current need to lock the church and to remain at a distance from one
another. But I have been seeing afresh that often repeated phrase that the
church is not the building, but the people. Those first disciples who told
others that they had seen Jesus risen from the dead had no fixed place of
worship. They were not defined by architecture, but by being people of
integrity, mercy and resurrection convictions. Church buildings offer many
advantages to us, and are an important part of how we are the church. But
we’re not, ultimately, a religion of bricks and mortar – static, unchanging
and uncompromising. Instead, we are defined by being people whose
identity is rooted in the risen Jesus, and who find no greater joy that sharing
that identity with others. Right now, we’re needing to find new ways to be
people of resurrection. But we’re discovering that locked doors can’t keep
out the God of love, and that death cannot hold the Author of Life.

Sadly this year our plans have been
thwarted by the dreadful COVID-19
pandemic. Not to be deterred, we’re
trying to come up with a way in which
the plant sale can still go ahead in a
safe way.
Our plan would be to have tables on
the grass in front of our house, as
normal, but spaced further apart.
We’d ask anyone who can provide
plants to deliver them a day or two
before the sale so that we can price
them and put them out. We could
then have an honesty box for people to put their money in. Unfortunately
there would be no tea, coffee and cakes available. We’d only be able to accept
donations of plants. I’m afraid I wouldn’t be able to collect anything and we
wouldn’t want gifts of garden tools, pots or any other equipment, although any
spare 3” plastic pots and seed trays would be welcome to replace ones that
have been used. It would be very helpful if plants could be labelled to
eliminate the usual guesswork.
If anyone has any other suggestions we’d be glad to receive them.

Joining in with us has never been easier. On our website there is worship
broadcast every Sunday at 10 am and resources to help you pray during the
week (www.rskbenefice.org). You can sign up to receive our weekly
emails, with information about how we continue to be the church. Join us
there.

The plant sale is a long-established and well-supported village event and we
feel that, in the current circumstances, people would welcome an opportunity
to step outside for a while and buy some plants for their gardens, particularly
as garden centres are closed.

Revd Rob Glenny

We won’t make a final decision until after the end of the current government
lockdown period on 7 May. Look out for last-minute posters around the
village.

Photo: congerdesign from piaxaby.com
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RADLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Lynda Crowley, Ed Blagrove, Garry Cook, Priscilla Dudding, Gemma
Fraser, Chris Henderson, Bob Johnston, Sheila Smith, Jenny Standen

Virtual PC meetings
The Parish Council is meeting monthly online through Google Meet. For
the time being, it is not possible for members of the public to join these
meetings. We will be looking into ways of opening up our virtual
meetings to the public if the current situation continues beyond May.

Radley Large Wood
Lots of us have been enjoying the bluebell season in Radley Large
Wood over the last few weeks. In a major and exciting breakthrough for
the future of the wood, the Parish Council has been invited to sign a
permissive path agreement with the landowner which will safeguard
public access to the wood for the next 50 years. There are more details
in the report from Chris Henderson and Richard Dudding on page 7.

Three sets of ideas being developed
i. A basic option providing for improvements to the existing hall
and pavilion, and for the existing play and parking areas to be
upgraded.
ii. Building a combined new village hall and pavilion on and
alongside the site of the existing hall, extending the play area
and providing extra parking where the pavilion now stands.
iii. Building a combined new hall and pavilion on the site of the
existing pavilion, again with an extended play area and
parking improvements.
Douglas is also developing a range of ideas for making more use of
the playing field. For example, it could potentially be sub-divided into
two 5-a-side pitches and an artificially surfaced multi-sport area, and
to extend the playground to include an outdoor gym. If people like
these ideas, they could be combined with any of the building options
described above.

Primary School hall extension
As far as we know, plans to extend the primary school from half-year to
full-year entry with effect from September 2021 are still proceeding to
timetable despite lockdown.
As part of these plans, the Parish Council and Radley College have
offered to support the expansion programme by jointly paying for an
extension to the school hall. The Parish Council is querying the terms on
which OCC is proposing that we contribute to their building costs, which
potentially could expose Radley council tax payers to liability for
unforeseen costs and contingencies amounting to more than £100,000.
Despite our concerns on this front, we remain fully committed to
supporting the project.

Plans for the Gooseacre community facilities
Planning consultant and local resident Douglas Igben is drawing up
different sets of ideas for how we might improve the facilities at
Gooseacre. The Parish Council will be presenting these ideas at a
public exhibition in the pavilion as soon as health restrictions allow. We’ll
then need to decide what should be done in the light of views
expressed.
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The sketch above shows a new combined hall/pavilion with extended
play area alongside at the back of the sketch, a multi-sport area in
front of the hall and a five-a-side pitch in the foreground.
Jane Dymock (Clerk). Email: clerk@radleyvillage.org.uk. Tel: 01865
864360. Address: c/o 73 Eaton Road, Appleton, Abingdon, OX13 5JJ.
The Clerk works part-time so please forgive any slight delay in
responding to messages.
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RADLEY FLOWER SHOW

Although the Club didn’t meet in April and won’t be meeting in May
because of the coronavirus outbreak, there’s still lots going on. An
updated version of our website (radleyhistoryclub.org.uk) was launched
in April, with several new features including a calendar of events and
easier access to news items. Next month we’ll be reporting on our oral
history work. Below there’s information about a project on Second
World War memories, something that’s very timely with the 75th
anniversary of VE Day on 8/9 May.
Club member and past chairman, Christine Wootton, is preparing a
series of short accounts of Radley experiences in the Second World
War. While she’s making use of recordings from the Club’s oral history
collection, this is a wider project using material Christine has acquired
during research on other topics. Some of her accounts are about the
war experiences of individual Radley residents (often in ways unrelated
to Radley) and some about life on the home front in the village.
A first batch of these accounts is now available on the Club website
(radleyhistoryclub.org.uk/oral-history/#WW2) and will be added to over
the next few months. Included in this batch is an account on Bill Small,
a private in a Territorial battalion of the Ox and Bucks Light Infantry. Bill
was captured during the retreat to Dunkirk in May 1940 and was a
prisoner of war for the next five years.
Christine will be well-known to many of you as the author of several of
our publications including ‘Radley People & the Railway’, ‘Radley
Farms and Families’ and ‘The History of Radley Primary School’.
If you’re looking for something to read at the moment, don’t forget you
can buy copies of all our books from Radley Village Shop. Or if you’re
self-isolating and you’d like to buy a copy, you can contact Joyce
Huddleston on 01235 524866 or email
publications@radleyhistoryclub.org.uk to arrange payment and
delivery.
We’ll let you know when Club meetings resume.
Joyce Huddleston

This year's theme was going to be ‘Japan and the 2020 Summer
Olympics’ until the Olympics was postponed until 2021. So Radley
Flower Show will also be postponed until Saturday 26th June 2021. It’s
sad but ‘C'est la vie’. The positive is that we’ll have more time to practise
for next year's competition! So here’s a reminder of some of the classes.

·
·
·

Bonsai – (meaning ‘tray planting’) ornamental trees and shrubs, which
are artificially dwarfed and are grown in containers
Origami – (from ‘ori’ meaning ‘folding’ and ‘kami’ meaning ‘paper’) the
art of paper folding; a flat square of paper is transformed into
sculpture
Furoshiki – the art of wrapping using fabric rather than paper

More time too to take photographs for the Flower Show Photography
classes – wading birds, tree blossom and sunrise (colour); waves (black
and white); and pond/river wildlife pictures (in colour) for children and
teenagers.
And time to try some baking. For the domestic classes we will have:

·
·
·
·

three energy bars for the athletes
Cherry Blossom Time Cake, a decorated Victoria sponge with cherry
fruit in the filling, which will be for the Elizabeth Cup
a Marble Yin & Yan cake or loaf
Cherry pie, tart or clafoutis

For savouries, a cold summer vegan or vegetarian soup.
And for bread: an Olympic Torch themed loaf and five bread rolls
(Olympic Rings).
As always use your own recipe and imagination.
We hope this will inspire you to have fun while everyone has extra time
at home. Next month we will give more details of the children's classes.
Keep well and keep safe.
Dominique Henderson, Chair
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Jillian Ashton, Secretary
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RADLEY RETIREMENT GROUP
MAY 2020
Radley Retirement Group, along with other clubs and societies, has had to stop
all meetings so there’s nothing to report about what we’ve been doing.
Hopefully everyone is keeping safe and managing in these unusual times.
The holiday to Newquay in May has now been officially cancelled, along with
our visits to the Milestones Museum and Wells Cathedral but maybe these can
be arranged for a future date.

Outings
Future outings will be determined by government advice. Our planned outings
for the year are:
June:

Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth

July:

Newbury Races (Thursday evening)

August:

River trip on the Thames with cream tea

September:

Cambridge and Botanical Gardens

October:

Film in the Village Hall

November:

Christmas Market (tba)

December:

Film in the Village Hall

If you’re interested in going on any of the trips, please contact Graham Collett
on 01235 555187 or Diane Shaw on 07926192127. Our trips are open to all
though members have priority.

Holidays
Regarding the holiday abroad next year, Saga has told organiser Judith Bland
that there is no availability for Malta in 2021. She has therefore provisionally
booked a holiday to Majorca (details below). If you’re interested in this holiday
please contact Judith on 01235 531001 as soon as possible.
Universal Hotel Perla, S’Illot, Majorca for a week in April 2021. The cost is
£705pp single and £649pp double.

Eastbourne: November 2020
This is one of our popular Tinsel and Turkey breaks. Staying at the
Queens Hotel in Eastbourne for 4 nights’ bed and breakfast and
evening meal with entertainment each evening. There will be a full
day shopping excursion and a half day excursion. Cost will be £245
with no single supplement. Deposit of £50 in June 2020.
All our holidays are open to family and friends, so if you’re interested
in the Eastbourne trip please contact Chris Gasson on 01235 526377.
From the Radley News Archives, an extract from a report of Radley
Retirement Group’s second meeting, in January 1989
The second meeting took place on Tuesday 10th January in the Church Room with
over forty people in attendance. Joy Alexander, the Chairman, opened the meeting by
expressing her pleasure at the increase in numbers attending and hoped that, as the
word spread around, the Association might steadily grow. She was pleased to inform
that a cheque for £50 had been received from Radley Parish Council in order to help
finance the setting up of the Association. The Chairman then gave a resume of the
discussion that had taken place at the first meeting of the committee … It had also
been agreed that meetings would be held on the second Tuesday of each month in the
Church Room at 2.30 p.m. An invitation had been received from the Abingdon Area
Council, to which Radley will be affiliated, for 3 members to attend a meeting in the
Abbey Hall on the 7th February. There being no volunteers from the general meeting,
members of the committee will attend. Mr Doug Rawlinson, the Social Secretary, then
outlined some of his plans for speakers, outings etc., but stressed that until the finances
of the association were on a sounder footing, he would have to restrict himself in the
choice of speakers in order to eke out the funds available. To this end, he has
volunteered to present a talk with slides of Radley past and present at the next meeting
on Tuesday 14th February. Please put this date in your diary now as an event not to be
missed. He felt it might be possible to arrange an outing, perhaps in September. Tea
was then served and enjoyed to the accompaniment of a musical selection of favourite
tunes played on the organ by Doug Rawlinson. During the tea interval, over 40 people
paid their annual subscription of £1.00 and so they were obviously in favour of the
programme suggestions. Why not go along to the next meeting and swell the
numbers? The raffle was then drawn and several people were lucky winners and the
proceeds will help to get the funds off to a good start. If transport to the meetings is
required, please contact Mr Maurice Baker on Oxford 735248. Don’t forget – date for
your diary Tuesday 14th February, 2.30 p.m. Church Room.
Tea hostesses: Mrs Bristow, Mrs Betterton, Mrs Allen and Mrs Diffey
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FOKL - Kennington Library News - FOKL
Registered Charity Number: 1179939

Along with all other organisations, FOKL has had to cancel the
activities we normally put on during each month, but fear not, help is
at hand! Connect to the internet in one way or another to enjoy what
the digital and virtual world has to offer!

Dominique has been busy checking out websites offering FREE and
relevant content. Two that she found are for parents of children and provide activities to keep children entertained and educated while they are
at home:
· www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/news/

·

www.weareteachers.com

Look at all the FREE
services available
from the OCC
libraries website

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries
There is also an Oxfordshire libraries Facebook page where you will
find YouTube videos of rhyme and story time by librarians and a lot
more!
www.facebook.com/Oxfordshirelibraries/
Although the library is closed the librarian, Dominique, is working from
home and can be contacted via
dominique.henderson@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Date for your diary

For latest FOKL information see:
www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

FOKL Chair: Pamela Allen

FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell

chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

We have an exciting event planned for Monday 16th November.

FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming:
treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

22

23

RADLEY WALKS PHOTO FESTIVAL
North Abingdon resident Linda Halsey has compiled a library of
wonderful photos of Radley parish taken on her daily exercise walks
from her home during lockdown. Here are just a few examples. Go to
www.radleyvillage.org.uk/radley-news-special/ to view the full library.

SHARE YOUR PICTURES WITH OUR READERS
The editorial team invites readers to submit one or two photos from
their own walks in Radley to radleynewsspecial@radleyparish.org
Please let us know your name, and your age if under 18, and suggest a
title for your photo(s). Let us know if you would rather your name is not
published with the photo.
A selection will be included in a new library of photos file on the village
website. Lynda Crowley, chair of the Parish Council, local photographer
and Radley Lakes’ campaigning veteran, will be selecting one of the
best for our next front cover.
We can’t wait to see your contributions!
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USEFUL CONTACTS

·

National

·
·

Government advice page on coronavirus precautions
www.gov.uk/coronavirus
NHS 111 – get help online or on the phone
www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/nhs-services/urgent-and-emergencycare/nhs-111/

·

National Citizens Advice page dealing with coronavirus
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/health/coronavirus-what-it-means-foryou/

·

Police – reporting emergencies and non-emergencies
www.gov.uk/contact-police

·
·

Gas and power cut helplines (emergency phone numbers)
https://sse.co.uk/help/emergency-phone-numbers

Tel: 01235 554739 Email: rsk.benefice@gmail.com
Local support

·

Supporting Everyone in Radley Village (SERV) – see page 8

·

Radley Phone Friends – see page 9

·

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South & Vale – general site for the
Abingdon area
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale/

Things to do or help

·

Visiting Thrupp Lake in Radley
https://earthtrust.org.uk/visit-us/thrupp-lake/

·

NHS time management tips
www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/time-managementtips/

·

Exercise e.g. The Body Coach TV at Youtube.com

·

National Theatre at home – offers videos of live recordings, different
one each week
www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/nt-at-home

·

Oxfordshire Libraries
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries

·

Oxford Daily Info – see the ‘What’s On’ page for a listing of virtual
events
www.dailyinfo.co.uk

Thames Water – contact numbers and advice
https://www2.thameswater.co.uk/contact-us

Local

·

Village Shop website (opening times on page 10)
https://radleyvillageshop.com

·

Radley Village Website – for news from the Parish Council, County
and District councils and the link to download the electronic version
of this document in full colour
www.radleyvillage.org.uk/

·

Radley Village Facebook page
www.facebook.com/groups/1779228479016519/

·

Radley Village Hall – Booking Secretary is Charmin Croft
Tel: 07450274353 Email: charradleyvillagehall@gmail.com
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Radley Church – including service times
www.rskbenefice.org/

Note from the editors: The obituary for Doug Rawlinson promised in
last month's Radley News will be included in the next edition, as will the
answers to the March quiz. We apologise for the delay on these items.
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Radley’s Animal Safari – Sunday 19th April
Find out more on page 2

