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“FOR NATURE AND FOR PEOPLE” - MASTERPLAN PROPOSES A NEW FUTURE FOR RADLEY LAKES 
 
A masterplan launched on 10 May proposes a new future for Radley Lakes, a 326-acre area of former 
gravel quarries close to the Thames between Radley and Abingdon. The plan sets out a vision for the 
Lakes, focussed on protecting wildlife and providing valuable green space for local people. Major 
funding for implementing the plan will come from the ‘Community Infrastructure Levy’ receipts held 
by Radley Parish Council. The plan is being launched by the newly-formed Radley Lakes Trust. 
 
The masterplan proposes: 
  
• Safeguards and enhancements for the diverse and rich natural habitats of Radley Lakes. 

 
• New pedestrian and cycling routes from the nearby residential areas and safer parking for 

cars and bikes.  
 

• New and more varied walking trails within the area, with a variety of lengths and vistas, links 
with the Thames Path and places to sit and relax. 
 

• Information displays and signage so visitors can understand where they are, where they can 
walk and what they can see. These will be at two entry hubs (at Thrupp Lake and Barton 
Fields) and also along the walking trails. 

 
Part of the area, Thrupp Lake, is already open to the public. The area has become increasingly 
popular with visitors in recent years, especially during lockdown. The Radley Lakes Trust is now 
having discussions with landowners about permissive paths and controlled access to other parts of 
the wider Radley Lakes area. 
 
To prevent visitors from disturbing important wildlife habitats, the masterplan divides the area into 
different zones, with no public access to sensitive areas.  
 
The plan was commissioned in 2019 from Cranley Environmental Limited. A consultation exercise in 
September 2020 showed very strong public support for the proposals, and the plan has now been 
endorsed by Radley Parish Council, Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council and the Radley Lakes Trust. 
 
Welcoming the masterplan, Lynda Crowley, Chair of Radley Parish Council said: “As a former 
campaigner of Save Radley Lakes, I am delighted that a charitable trust has been formed to take on 
the delivery of the Radley Lakes Masterplan.  The Parish Council has endeavoured to bring about a 
solution to this area for many years.  The Council appreciates the hard work of those involved and 
looks forward to the successful implementation of the plan.” 
 



 
 

The Radley Lakes Trust.   Registered charity number 1192259 

Councillor Cheryl Briggs, Mayor-elect, Abingdon-on-Thames said: “Time spent in the natural 
environment is increasingly being recognised as essential for physical and mental wellbeing. The 
Radley Lakes area meets this important need for the people of Radley, Abingdon and beyond. 
Lockdown has highlighted this, with many more people discovering and enjoying the area. We 
believe the masterplan will ensure that these invaluable benefits are sustained for our local 
communities for generations to come.” 
 
Andrew Ashton, Chairman of the Radley Lakes Trust, said:  "Radley Lakes is such a special area and a 
valued oasis for visitors. It has complexities through multiple land ownership and offers a rich and 
varied ecological diversity. We must treasure and protect this unique environment. The Masterplan 
is the culmination of considerable work by many who are expert and passionate about this area and 
paints a bold but realistic vision as a reference against which to plan ahead, to inform how change 
happens, and to safeguard and deliver an outstanding environment for many decades to come". 
 

ENDS 
 
Notes for editors 
 
1. Large-scale gravel quarrying took place close to the Thames between Abingdon and Radley, 
from the late 1940s until about 2000. The disused quarries flooded naturally, so the area became 
known locally as Radley Lakes. Over time, some of the quarries were filled, mainly with coal ash from 
Didcot Power Station. Today, there are four lakes (Thrupp, Bullfield, Longmead and Orchard) and a 
number of smaller of ponds.  
 
2. Because the area has regenerated naturally over many years, it is rich in wildlife. It has a 
wide diversity of habitats and is particularly notable for the birdlife of lake and marsh areas. A 
number of nationally rare or threatened species of birds, insects and plants have been recorded at 
Radley Lakes, including a species of bee not previously recorded in Britain. 
 
3. Between 2005 and 2008, the ‘Save Radley Lakes’ group led a high-profile campaign against 
plans by RWE nPower, the owners of Didcot Power Station, to fill Thrupp Lake with ash from the 
power station. In 2008, RWE abandoned its plans, and appointed the Earth Trust, an Oxfordshire-
based environmental charity, to manage Thrupp Lake for nature conservation and public access. The 
area is now very popular with visitors, especially for walking, bird-watching and photography.  
 
4. The Radley Neighbourhood Plan, formally adopted in 2018, included a proposal that the 
wider Radley Lakes area (about ten times the size of Thrupp Lake) should be managed for nature 
conservation and quiet recreation in the future; the Neighbourhood Plan committed the Parish 
Council to facilitating a masterplan for this. The increase in visitors during lockdown has underlined 
the importance of this initiative.  
 
5. The production of the masterplan has involved extensive discussions with landowners and 
other interested parties. In a public consultation exercise in September 2020, over 95% of 
respondents supported the masterplan. The main source of funding for carrying out projects 
proposed in the masterplan will be Community Infrastructure Levy receipts held by Radley Parish 
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Council.  The levy has been paid to the Council by housing developers to be used for projects which 
will benefit the growing number of local residents. 
 
6. The Radley Lakes Trust, a registered charity (Charity Commission number 1192259) was 
established in November 2020, to take forward implementation of the masterplan. The charitable 
purposes of the Trust, which currently has seven trustees, include conserving the wildlife of the 
Lakes, advancing education and science in relation to the Lakes, and supporting activities at the 
Lakes which contribute to human health and wellbeing. 
 
7. Most of the area covered by the masterplan is in the parish of Radley, although it also 
includes the existing Barton Fields Nature Reserve which is in the parish of Abingdon. A survey in 
2019 showed that the great majority of visitors to the Lakes come from Abingdon and Radley.  
 
Further information 
 
The Radley Lakes Masterplan is available at: 
http://www.radleyvillage.org.uk/radley-lakes 
 
For any queries, please contact Richard Dudding (Trustee, Radley Lakes Trust): 
 
Telephone: 01235 520611  
Email: lakes@radleyparish.org 
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Plans on display: the Radley Lakes Masterplan. Left to right: Councillor Cheryl Briggs (Mayor-elect, 
Abingdon-on-Thames), Andrew Ashton (Chairman, Radley Lakes Trust), Lynda Crowley (Chair, Radley 

Parish Council) 
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Radley Lakes Masterplan, Figure 4 


